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“THINK ON THESE THINGS”

Philippians 4:8

Would God Ever Require Unlawfully Married People to Separate?
By Greg Gwin

What should we say about a situation where a person desires to obey the gospel, but they have been divorced
for an unscriptural reason (Matt. 5:32; 19:9) and are now remarried? There has been lots of controversy on this
subject, but it is clear that the basic concept of repentance necessitates a severance of the unscriptural mar-
riage. Without this, the adultery continues (Rom. 7:2, 3) and forgiveness is impossible.

Some brethren have gone to great lengths in attempts to justify the unscripturally divorced and remarried cou-
ple remaining together. Very often an emotional appeal of this nature is made: “I just can’t believe that God
would require such a difficult thing.” “How could a loving God demand it?” “What about the children?”

These questions can be easily answered by referring to an historical situation that developed in the days fol-
lowing the return of the Jews from Babylonian captivity. They violated the law of God by inter-marrying with
people from other nations (Ezra 9:1-4; Deut. 7:3). What were they instructed to do to resolve this sinful situa-
tion? Separate from those mates! Note:

“And Ezra the priest stood up, and said unto them, Ye have transgressed, and have taken strange
wives, to increase the trespass of Israel. Now therefore make confession unto the Lord God of your
fathers, and do his pleasure: and separate yourselves from the people of the land, and from the
strange wives” (Ezra 10:10-11).

The difficulty of this action was compounded by the fact that children had been born to many of these unions
(Ezra 10:44). But God’s will was clear, and his faithful people saw that it was taught and obeyed.

So, the emotional arguments notwithstanding, we see that God has in the past required separation from unau-
thorized marriages. Why would it be different now? m
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Two Men Disagree With the Preacher
By Bill Hall

Two men disagree with the preacher. They have both been taught that they are not just to “swallow” every-
thing the preacher says; that they are to think for themselves. They are to be commended, therefore, for their
careful evaluation of what is taught.

The key words with the first man, however, are, “It seems to me.” All teaching is judged according to his own
thinking, as to whether or not it makes sense to him.

The key words with the second man are, “What does God say about it?”” He desires truth and knows that truth
can only be found in God’s word (John 17:17). If he disagrees with the preacher, he does so because he is con-
vinced the preacher has misused a passage of scripture or has failed to consider a scripture that might affect his
conclusion. He comes with an open Bible and an open mind, prepared to defend his position or to yield if he
sees that it is indefensible.




The first man exalts self. He places too much confidence in his own thinking. He may do so unconsciously,
but in reality he makes his own intellect and experience his god. His thinking is reflected in the words of
Naaman, “Behold, I thought,” words that would have taken Naaman to a leper’s grave had it not been for the
admonition of his servants (2 Kings 5:1-14).

The second man exalts God. His confidence is in what God says in the scriptures. He recognizes that his own
intellect and experience fade into nothingness when placed in the brightness of the light of truth. A “thus saith
the Lord” ends all controversy with him. His thinking is reflected in that of the Bereans who “were more fair-
minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they...searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these
things were so” (Acts 17:11).

Unless the first man changes his attitude, he is hopeless.

He is susceptible to all manner of false ideas. He cannot come to know God and His truth through his own
wisdom (1 Cor. 1:21). He must throw his own wisdom, intellect, and experience aside; he must become poor
in spirit, meek before God, mourning, hungering and thirsting for righteousness; he must bow in submission to
the Lord and to His word. He must say with Paul, “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out! For who has
known the mind of the LORD? Or who has become His counselor?” (Rom. 11:33-34).

The second man is a blessed and fortunate man indeed, for he will learn the truth that will make him free
(John 8:32). Unfortunately, he is a rare man in the twentieth century. But he does exist— and he can exist
even in the man who is presently reading this article. What a challenge to each of us! After all, it is one thing
to disagree with a preacher, but quite another thing to disagree with Almighty God! m
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Are You In Christ?
By James A. Brown

Consider these blessings that are yours if you are in Christ.

e “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual bless-
ing in the heavenly places in Christ” (Eph. 1:3).

e “In whom (Christ) we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins” (Col. 1:14).

o “Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation which is
in Christ Jesus with eternal glory” (2 Tim. 2:10).

Yes, these blessings are yours but only if you are in Christ.

How do you get into Christ? You cannot get into Christ without faith, (Heb. 11:6). You cannot get into Christ
without repenting of your sins (Acts 17:30). You cannot get into Christ without confessing Christ (Rom. 10:9-
10). You cannot get into Christ without baptism (Acts 2:38); because baptism is the dividing line between be-
ing out of Christ and being in Christ. Paul said, “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ” (Gal. 3:26-27).

So, you see, in order to enjoy the blessing of salvation in Christ (2 Tim. 2:10), you must be baptized into
Christ (Gal. 3:27). Are you in Christ? m

Service Times — Sunday: 9:00 & 10:00 AM; 6:00 PM — Wednesday: 7:00 PM
Tommy Glendol McClure, Editor and Evangelist - 925-759-4357

Web Site: www.lodicachurchofchrist.com — Email: lodicachurchofchrist@gmail.com — Phone: 209-365-9250




