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Philippians 4:8 

Gender Blurring 

By Stan Cox 

 

The classic definition of gender is no longer considered a correct definition in our day. In the past, the word 
was used technically to differentiate between men and women. In this it was a synonym to the word sex. How-
ever, in the English language the word sex began to have an erotic connotation, thus it became common to use 
the word gender in polite discourse. For example, a form would request the information: 
 

Gender:     ___ Male  ___ Female 

 

No longer is this the case. Now, the common definition of the word is: “either of the two sexes (male and fe-
male), especially when considered with reference to social and cultural differences rather than biological ones. 
The term is also used more broadly to denote a range of identities that do not correspond to established ideas of 
male and female. 
 

The meaning of the word has changed because the usage of the word in common discourse changed. This is the 
way language works. Words can go so far as to become the exact opposite of what they once meant, because of 
usage. 
 

Because of this change, when most people refer to gender today, they refer to a person’s self-identity. The com-
mon expression is gender identity, and with that redefinition, the idea of normalcy is no longer relevant. This is 
why in our society, a multitude of “genders” have been “self-identified.” In effect, if I look at myself in this 
way, this way is my normal. 
 

The term “gender dysphoria” has been used to describe a sense of unease that a person may have because of a 
mismatch between their biological sex and their gender identity. It was once an accepted medical term, and 
those who were diagnosed with it (due to the accompanying depression, anxiety and other mental issues) were 
often given therapy to help with the issue. Now, usage of the term is problematic to many. Where once an effort 
was made to counsel to relieve mental struggles, today the approach is physical, to change the body to match 
the mind. Consider this from the Mayo Clinic: “Medical treatment of gender dysphoria might include: Hor-
mone therapy, such as feminizing hormone therapy or masculinizing hormone therapy. Surgery, such as femi-
nizing surgery or masculinizing surgery to change the breasts or chest, external genitalia, internal genitalia, fa-
cial features, and body contouring.” 

 

In other words, we once treated the reality, trying to get people to get comfortable with their biology. Now, the 
common treatment is to superficially change the look of the body to mask the reality. Though surgeries are 
done, and hormones are taken, and society calls people by their new name and “gender”, there has been no bio-
logical change at all. You are what you were born as, from birth to death. 
 

How does the Bible treat the question of gender? Well, as the term is today, it doesn’t refer to it at all. The Bi-
ble refers only to men and women, so the Biblical view of gender is binary. “So God created man in His own 
image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them” (Gen. 1:27). While we 
acknowledge that there are biological exceptions (hermaphrodites, for example), these are rare, unfortunate and 
abnormal. The Genesis account refers to what is normal, or physically in accord with nature. 
 

So, when the Bible talks of homosexuality, bisexuality, transgenderism, et al., it speaks of it as unnatural. As 
Paul said, homosexuality is “against nature” (Rom. 1:26-27). Because it is unnatural, the prohibitions against 
it found in the Old Testament declare it to be an abomination to God. “You shall not lie with a male as with a 
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woman. It is an abomination” (Lev. 18:22). 
 

The word abomination is seldom used in the Old Testament. It means, “something morally disgusting, abhor-
rent.” It is typically used regarding four things. The first is the eating of unclean meat (cf. Lev. 11). God said 
that such animals were an abomination to the Israelites. Later, Jesus eased such dietary restrictions (as noted in 
Acts 10:10-16). Second was the practice of idolatry, which is stated time and again as an abomination to God, 
(cf. Deut. 7:25). This is an abomination because it is sin. A third area where God considers acts as abominations 
centers on things like dishonesty, lying, stealing and cheating. And then finally, God considers sexual sin, in-
cluding homosexuality, and intentional efforts to blur gender, as abominable, (cf. Lev. 18:22, 23; 20:13; Deut. 
24:4). 
 

Consider these words from Moses’ law: “A woman shall not wear anything that pertains to a man, nor shall 
a man put on a woman’s garment, for all who do so are an abomination to the Lord your God” (Deut. 22:5). 
Compare them to Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 11:14-15, “Does not even nature itself teach you that if a man 
has long hair, it is a dishonor to him? But if a woman has long hair, it is a glory to her; for her hair is given 
to her for a covering.” 
 

An honest examination of scripture reveals that God made men and women, and intend for them to be men and 
women. This distinction is defined in marriage (cf. Gen. 2:24), with the realization that a woman, with her 
physical differences is a suitable companion for a man. It is why homosexuality and other forms of fornication 
are condemned in scripture (cf. Heb. 13:4). And, it is why our culture’s concerted effort to blur the differences 
between a man and a woman are against nature, and an abomination to God. 
 

 

 

 

Canada Criminalizes Conversion 

By Joe R. Price 

  
On January 7, 2023, “Conversion therapy is now illegal in Canada, marking a major milestone in LGBTQ2S+ 
rights in this country” (Conversion therapy is now illegal in Canada, CTV News). “That means that now, any-
one who looks to subject someone of any age, consenting or not, to so-called conversion therapy could face up 
to five years in prison. As well, if someone is found to be promoting, advertising, or profiting from providing 
the practice, they could face up to two years in prison.” 

  
Even if someone consents to “conversion therapy,” providing conversion techniques is illegal in Canada. The 
bill effectively bans “consenting adults from seeking conversion therapy” (Canada bans ‘conversion therapy,’ 
threatens therapists with prison, Jon Brown, Fox News). 
  
Gospel conversion includes converting the souls of LGBTQ2S+ people. Homosexuals in Corinth were convert-
ed from their sinful lifestyle choices and self-identification deceptions when their eyes were opened to the light 
of the truth of the gospel (Acts 18:8; 2 Cor. 4:3-5). “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, 
nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the king-
dom of God. And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justi-
fied in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Cor. 6:9-11). When souls are converted by 
the gospel, their lives change to reflect their conversion (Acts 19:18-20). 
  
Our Canadian brethren are now under the threat of imprisonment when they teach against these sins and preach 
the way of salvation in Christ (Acts 2:37-38; 17:30). We pray they will not be ashamed of the gospel but boldly 
teach the truth to save some (Rom. 1:16). We stand with them and encourage them, knowing that similar days 
of trial may well be in our future. We must be ready to face the same reproach for Christ (1 Pet. 4:14-16). 


