
“Think On These Things” 
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Philippians 4:8 

³&+5,670$6�),&7,21´ 
%\�6WHYHQ�-��:DOODFH 

 
$ERXW�WKLV�WLPH�RI�\HDU�WKHUH�LV�D�MLQJOH�WKDW� LV�KHDUG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�VHDVRQ��,W�RIWHQ�VRXQGV�OLNH�WKLV��³.HHS�&KULVW�LQ�
&KULVWPDV´�RU�³&KULVWPDV�LV�QRWKLQJ�ZLWKRXW�&KULVW�EXW�HYHU\WKLQJ�ZLWK�+LP�´�8QIRUWXQDWHO\��WKHUH�LV�PXFK�³&KULVWPDV�
)LFWLRQ´�WRGD\��IDEOHV�WKDW�ULQJ�DV�LI�WKH\�DUH�JRRG�DQG�WUXH�EXW�XSRQ�FORVHU�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�DUH�IRXQG�WR�EH�IDOVHKRRGV� 
 

.HHS�&KULVW�,Q�&KULVWPDV 
 
2QH�FDQQRW�NHHS�&KULVW�LQ�&KULVWPDV�EHFDXVH�&KULVW�ZDV�QHYHU�LQ�&KULVWPDV�WR�EHJLQ�ZLWK��7KLV�PD\�RIWHQ�FRPH�DFURVV�
DV�VKRFNLQJ�WR�PRVW�EXW�LW�LV�QR�GRXEW�WKH�WUXWK��:KLOH�ZH�UHDG�RI�WKH�³ZKDW´�RI�-HVXV¶�ELUWK�LQ�WKH�%LEOH��ZH�QRZKHUH�
UHDG�RI�WKH�³ZKHQ´�DQG�FHUWDLQO\�QRW�&KULVWPDV��:KDW�WKHQ�RI�&KULVWPDV"�7KH�DQVZHU�LV�VLPSOH��LW�RULJLQDWHG�ZLWK�PHQ�
DQG�QRW�*RG��7KH�%LEOH�GRHVQ¶W�LGHQWLI\�HLWKHU�WKH�\HDU�RU�WKH�PRQWK�DQG�GD\�WKDW�-HVXV�ZDV�ERUQ�DQG�\HW�GURYHV�RI�SHR�
SOH�FRPPHPRUDWH�'HFHPEHU����DV�KLV�ELUWKGD\"�,W�ZDV�QRW�XQWLO�$�'������WKDW�/LEHULXV��%LVKRS�RI�5RPH��SUHVFULEHG�LW�WR�
EH�FHOHEUDWHG�RQ�'HFHPEHU�����7KH�FKRRVLQJ�RI�WKLV�GDWH�ZDV�SUREDEO\�LQIOXHQFHG�E\�WKH�SUH-H[LVWLQJ�FHOHEUDWLRQ�RI�SD�
JDQ�IHVWLYDOV�VXFK�DV�WKH�FHOHEUDWLRQ�RI�0LWKUDV��WKH�VXSSRVHG�JRG�RI�OLJKW�DQG�WUXWK��$OVR�LQ�'HFHPEHU�WKH�5RPDQV�FHOH�
EUDWHG�6DWXUQDOLD��RIWHQ�ILOOHG�ZLWK�ULRWRXV�DQG�RUJLDVWLF�EHKDYLRU��,W�DSSHDUV�WKDW�&KULVWPDV�ZDV�LQYHQWHG�WR�DVVLVW�LQ�WKH�
WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�RI�SDJDQ�IHVWLYDOV�IURP�VXFK�FDUQDO�DQG�GHSUDYHG�EHKDYLRU�WR�VRPHWKLQJ�PRUH�SDODWDEOH�WR�PRUDO�JRRG�
QHVV� 
 
+RZHYHU��HYHQ�LI�ZH�GLG�NQRZ�WKH�ELUWKGD\�RI�&KULVW��WKHUH�LV�QR�DXWKRULW\�LQ�WKH�%LEOH��WKH�ZRUG�RI�*RG��IRU�FRPPHPR�
UDWLQJ�LW�DV�D�UHOLJLRXV�KROLGD\��,W�LV�KLV�GHDWK��EXULDO�DQG�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�/RUG�VWUHVVHV�KLV�IROORZHUV�WR�PHPRULDOL]H�
�0DWW�������-����/XNH������-������&RU�������-�����)RU�WKH�ILUVW-FHQWXU\�&KULVWLDQ��WKLV�ZDV�D�UHJXODU�DQG�ZHHNO\�SUDFWLFH�
�$FWV��������+RZ�FDQ�ZH�NHHS�&KULVW� LQ�&KULVWPDV�ZKHQ�&KULVWPDV�ZDV�FUHDWHG�IRXU�FHQWXULHV�DIWHU�KH�ZDV�ERUQ"�:H�
KDYH�DV�PXFK�DXWKRULW\�WR�NHHS�&KULVW�LQ�&KULVWPDV�DV�ZH�GR�WKH�IRXUWK�RI�-XO\� 
 

7KUHH�:LVH�0HQ�$W�7KH�0DQJHU 
 
2WKHU�IDEOHV�DQG�P\WKV�DUH�SXEOLFO\�SUHDFKHG�LQ�³QDWLYLW\�VFHQHV´�WKDW�VKRZ�WKUHH�ZLVH�PHQ�JDWKHULQJ�DURXQG�D�PDQJHU�
WR�VHH�EDE\�-HVXV��:KHUH�GRHV�WKH�%LEOH�VKRZ�WKDW� WKHUH�ZHUH�RQO\�WKUHH�ZLVH�PHQ"�,W� LV�YHU\�DVVXPSWLYH�WR�SUHVXPH�
WKHUH�ZHUH�RQO\�WKUHH�ZLVH�PHQ�VLPSO\�EHFDXVH�-HVXV�UHFHLYHG�WKUHH�³NLQGV´�RI�JLIWV��,I�RQH�VKRXOG�VD\�WRGD\�WKDW�KH�UH�
FHLYHG�DW�KLV�ELUWKGD\�FORWKHV��PXVLF�&'V��DQG�FRPSXWHU�VRIWZDUH��LW�LV�OXGLFURXV�WR�DVVXPH�WKDW�KH�PXVW�KDYH�RQO\�KDG�
WKUHH�SHRSOH�DW�KLV�SDUW\� 
 
:H�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�KRZ�PDQ\�ZLVH�PHQ�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�WR�VHH�DQG�ZRUVKLS�WKH�VLQOHVV�6RQ�RI�*RG��EXW�ZH�GHILQLWHO\�NQRZ�
WKDW�WKH\�GLG�QRW�VHH�KLP�LQ�D�PDQJHU��:KHQ�-HVXV�ZDV�YLVLWHG�E\�WKH�ZLVH�PHQ��WKH\�³KDG�FRPH�LQWR�WKH�KRXVH´��0DWW��
�������QRW�LQWR�D�EDUQ��,QFLGHQWDOO\��WKH�ZLVH�PHQ�ZHUH�QRW�WKH�VDPH�DV�WKH�VKHSKHUGV�DV�JLYHQ�LQ�/XNH¶V�DFFRXQW��EXW�GLV�
WLQFWLYHO\�GLIIHUHQW��7KH\�ZHUH� IURP� WKH�³(DVW´� �0DWW�� �����ZKLFK� LV�PRUH� WKDQ� OLNHO\�3HUVLD��2Q� WKH�RWKHU�KDQG�� WKH�
VKHSKHUGV�ZHUH�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�ILHOGV�RI�WKH�³VDPH�FRXQWU\´��/XNH������LQ�ZKLFK�-HVXV�ZDV�ERUQ��7KH�VKHSKHUGV�VDZ�-HVXV�
ULJKW�DIWHU�KH�ZDV�ERUQ��WKXV�LQ�D�PDQJHU��EXW�WKH�6FULSWXUH�LPSOLHV�WKDW�WKH�ZLVH�PHQ�ZHUH�H[SHFWLQJ�WR�VHH�D�FKLOG�ZKR�
ZDV�XS�WR�WZR�\HDUV�ROG��IURP�+HURG¶V�GHSORUDEOH�DFWLRQ��FRPSDUH�0DWW������DQG��������WKXV�D�ZKLOH�DIWHU�-HVXV¶�ELUWK� 
 

%RUQ�,Q�'HFHPEHU 
 
$V� IRU�ZKHQ� -HVXV�ZDV� ERUQ�� SOHDVH� FRQVLGHU� WKDW�PRUH� WKDQ� OLNHO\�� -HVXV�ZDV� ERUQ� EHWZHHQ�0DUFK� DQG�1RYHPEHU��
6FKRODUV�WHOO�XV�WKDW�WKLV�LV�WKH�WLPH�IUDPH�ZKHQ�VKHSKHUGV�ZRXOG�GULYH�WKHLU�VKHHS�RXW�WR�GHVHUWV�DQG�PRXQWDLQRXV�UH�
JLRQV�DQG�WKHQ�EULQJ�WKHP�EDFN�E\�2FWREHU�RU�HDUO\�1RYHPEHU� 
 
+HUH�LV�D�FKURQRORJ\�WKDW�SUHVHQWV�WKH�IDFWV�EHWWHU�WKDQ�WKHVH�KDOI-WUXWK�GUDPDWL]DWLRQV�WKDW�DUH�JLYHQ�WRGD\� 
 
���������$QQRXQFHPHQW�WR�0DU\��/XNH�����-���� 
���������$QQRXQFHPHQW�WR�-RVHSK��0DWW������-���� 
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���������%LUWK�RI�-HVXV��0DWW��������/XNH����-��� 
���������$QQRXQFHPHQW�WR�6KHSKHUGV�DQG�YLVLW��DW�PDQJHU���/XNH����-���� 
���������-HVXV¶�FLUFXPFLVLRQ��HLJKW�GD\V�ROG���/XNH������� 
���������-HVXV¶�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�DW�WKH�WHPSOH��DERXW����GD\V�ROG���/HY������-���/XNH�����-���� 
���������:LVH�PHQ�YLVLW�-HVXV��DW�KRXVH���0DWW�����-���� 
���������-RXUQH\�WR�(J\SW��0DWW������-���� 
���������0DVVDFUH�RI�FKLOGUHQ��0DWW������-���� 
���������5HWXUQ�WR�1D]DUHWK��/XNH�������0DWW������-���� 
 

%H�&DUHIXO�:KDW�<RX�7HDFK 
 
+DYLQJ�VDLG�DOO�WKDW��ZH�VKRXOG�EH�FDUHIXO�WKDW�ZH�WHDFK�ELEOLFDO�HYHQWV�LQ�D�WUXWKIXO�ZD\��³0\�EUHWKUHQ��OHW�QRW�PDQ\�RI�
\RX�EHFRPH�WHDFKHUV��NQRZLQJ�WKDW�ZH�VKDOO�UHFHLYH�D�VWULFWHU�MXGJPHQW´��-DV��������&KULVWPDV�LV�D�WLPH�WR�VSHQG�WLPH�
ZLWK�IDPLO\��H[FKDQJH�JLIWV��DQG�HDW�JRRG�IRRG��EXW�WKHUH�LV�QR�ELEOLFDO�DXWKRULW\�IRU�REVHUYLQJ�LW�DV�D�UHOLJLRXV�KROLGD\��
7R�WKRVH�ZKR�ZDQW�VDOYDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VRXO��ZH�PXVW�QRW�ORRN�LQWR�WKH�PDQJHU��EXW�WR�WKH�FURVV�LQ�KXPEOH�REHGLHQFH��&RO��
����-������7LP����������5RP�����-����–�7UXWK�0DJD]LQH��'HFHPEHU�����������SJ���� 
 

 
 

³/HW�8V�*R�,QWR�7KH�+RXVH�2I�7KH�/RUG´ 
3VDOPV������ 

 
'DYLG�IRXQG�SOHDVXUH�LQ�HQWHULQJ�LQWR�WKH�KRXVH�RI�WKH�/RUG�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�ZRUVKLS��+H�ZDV�D�ODG�ZKHQ�KH�KDG�WKLV�
SULYLOHJH��³+RZ�ORYHO\�LV�<RXU�WDEHUQDFOH��2�/RUG�RI�KRVWV��0\�VRXO�ORQJHWK��\HD��HYHQ�IDLQWHWK�IRU�WKH�FRXUWV�RI�WKH�
/RUG��P\�KHDUW�DQG�P\�IOHVK�FULHWK�RXW�IRU�WKH�OLYLQJ�*RG���)RU�D�GD\�LQ�WK\�FRXUWV�LV�EHWWHU�WKDQ�D�WKRXVDQG��,�KDG�
UDWKHU�EH�D�GRRUNHHSHU�LQ�WKH�KRXVH�RI�P\�*RG��WKDQ�WR�GZHOO�LQ�WKH�WHQWV�RI�ZLFNHGQHVV´��3VD������-������-�1.-9���,W�
LV�*RG¶V�ZLOO�WKDW�ZH�DVVHPEOH�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�ZRUVKLS�WRJHWKHU��+HE����������&DQ�ZH�MRLQ�ZLWK�'DYLG�LQ�KLV�DWWLWXGH�
WRZDUG�ZRUVKLS"�:RUVKLS�OLIWV�XV�XS�DQG�PDNHV�XV�PRUH�OLNH�&KULVW����&RU���������,W�KHOSV�XV�WR�JURZ�DV�D�&KULVWLDQ��,Q�
ZRUVKLS�ZH�DUH�UHPLQGHG�RI�WKH�YDOXHV�WKDW�WKH�ZRUOG�PDNHV�XV�IRUJHW��:H�DUH�UHPLQGHG�WKDW�OLIH�FRQVLVWV�RI�PRUH�WKDQ�
MXVW�YLVLEOH�WKLQJV��7KH�ZRUOG�VWULYHV�WR�PDNH�XV�IRUJHW�WKHUH�LV�OLIH�EH\RQG�WKH�WHPSRUDO� 
 
3URSHU�ZRUVKLS�UHTXLUHV�SUHSDUDWLRQ�DQG�IRUHWKRXJKW��*RG�LV�D�VSLULW�DQG�LV�WR�EH�ZRUVKLSSHG�³LQ�VSLULW�DQG�LQ�WUXWK´��-Q��
�������3HRSOH�H[SHFW�WKH�SUHDFKHU�WR�SUHSDUH�KLV�VHUPRQ��&HUWDLQO\��KH�RXJKW�WR�WKLQN�DQG�SUD\�DQG�VWXG\��+H�RXJKW�WR�
WKLQN�RI�*RG�DQG�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�DV�KH�PHGLWDWHV�RYHU�WKH�VFULSWXUHV�ZKLFK�KH�ZRXOG�XVH�IRU�HGLILFDWLRQ��H[KRUWDWLRQ��DQG�
HQFRXUDJHPHQW�RI�WKH�KHDUHUV��+RZHYHU��&KULVWLDQV�VKRXOG�DOVR�SUHSDUH�IRU�WKH�SXEOLF�ZRUVKLS�RI�WKH�/RUG��:RUVKLS�LV�
QRW�DFFLGHQWDO��ZH�PXVW�SUHSDUH�RXU�KHDUWV�IRU�LW��:LWK�UHJDUG�WR�WKH�SUHDFKLQJ�RI�WKH�ZRUG��-HVXV�QRW�RQO\�VDLG��³WDNH�
KHHG�ZKDW�\H�KHDU´��0N���������EXW�KH�DOVR�VDLG��³WDNH�KHHG�KRZ�\H�KHDU´��/N�������� 
 
3URSHU�ZRUVKLS�DOVR�UHTXLUHV�WKH�SURSHU�DWWLWXGH��'DYLG�VDLG��³,�ZDV�JODG�ZKHQ�WKH\�VDLG�XQWR�PH��/HW�XV�JR�XQWR�WKH�
KRXVH�RI� WKH�/RUG´��3VD����������+H�UHDOL]HG�WKDW�JRLQJ�WR�ZRUVKLS�*RG�GLG�KLP�JRRG��:H�WRR��VKRXOG�EH�GHOLJKWHG�WR�
ZRUVKLS�*RG�� ,Q� WKH�DVVHPEO\�RI� WKH�VDLQWV� LQ�ZRUVKLS� WKHUH�VKRXOG�EH�UHYHUHQFH�DQG�DZH�DQG�YHQHUDWLRQ�EHFDXVH� WKH�
/RUG�VHHV�DOO�ZH�GR��+HE���������³���/HW�XV�KDYH�JUDFH��ZKHUHE\�ZH�PD\�RIIHU�VHUYLFH�ZHOO-SOHDVLQJ�WR�*RG�ZLWK�UHYHU�
HQFH�DQG�DZH´��+HE��������� 
 
:H�VKRXOG�QHYHU�ZLOOIXOO\�IRUVDNH�VXFK�DVVHPEOLHV��+HE����������6RPH�DFWV�RI�ZRUVKLS�DUH�UHTXLUHG�RQ�WKH�ILUVW�GD\�RI�
WKH�ZHHN��:H�DUH�WR�EUHDN�EUHDG�RQ�WKH�ILUVW�GD\�RI�WKH�ZHHN��$FWV��������7KH�HDUO\�&KULVWLDQV�FRQWLQXHG�VWHDGIDVWO\�LQ�
WKH�³EUHDNLQJ�RI�EUHDG´��$FWV��������:H�DUH�DOVR�WR�³/D\�E\�LQ�VWRUH´�XSRQ�WKH�ILUVW�GD\�RI�WKH�ZHHN����&RU������-����
%XW��ZKDW�DERXW�RWKHU�DVVHPEOLHV"�)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�FKXUFK�LQ�-HUXVDOHP�PHW�³GD\�E\�GD\´��$FWV��������6KRXOG�,�GR�HYH�
U\WKLQJ� ,� FDQ� WR� DWWHQG� VXFK�DVVHPEOLHV�ZKHQ�SRVVLEOH"�$V�ZH� VHHN� WR� DQVZHU� WKLV�TXHVWLRQ�� OHW� XV� VHULRXVO\� FRQVLGHU�
VRPH�JHQHUDO�SULQFLSOHV�WKDW�DUH�LQYROYHG��-HVXV�VDLG��³6HHN�\H�ILUVW�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�*RG�DQG�+LV�ULJKWHRXVQHVV´��0DWW��
�������,I�,�ZLOOIXOO\�DEVHQW�P\VHOI�IURP�WKH�DVVHPEO\��LV�LW�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�,�KDYH�DOORZHG�RWKHU�WKLQJV�WR�EHFRPH�PRUH�LP�
SRUWDQW"�3DXO�LQVWUXFWHG�WKH�(SKHVLDQV��³/RRN�WKHUHIRUH�FDUHIXOO\�KRZ�\RX�ZDON��QRW�DV�XQZLVH��EXW�DV�ZLVH��UHGHHPLQJ�
WKH�WLPH��EHFDXVH�WKH�GD\V�DUH�HYLO´��(SK������-�����:KHQ�,�ZLOOIXOO\�DEVHQW�P\VHOI�IURP�WKH�DVVHPEO\��DP�,�UHDOL]LQJ�
WKH�YDOXH�DQG�XVH�RI�HDFK�ZRUVKLS�VHUYLFH�DQG�DP�,�WDNLQJ�DGYDQWDJH�RI�LW�IRU�WKLQJV�HWHUQDO"�:H�DUH�DOVR�FRPPDQGHG�WR�
EH�³]HDORXV�RI�JRRG�ZRUNV´�DQG�³UHDG\�XQWR�HYHU\�JRRG�ZRUN´��7LW��������������:RUVKLS�LV�D�³JRRG�ZRUN´�DQG�LI�ZH�DUH�
QRW� ]HDORXV� DQG� UHDG\� WR�ZRUVKLS�� WKHQ�ZH�QHJOHFW� WKHVH�'LYLQH� FRPPDQGPHQWV��'DYLG�ZDV� D� ORYHU�RI�ZRUVKLS� �3VD��
����������������-����\HW�VRPH�DSSHDU�WR�EH�IDLWKIXO�DW�RQH�VHUYLFH�DQG�FRPSOHWHO\�LJQRUH�*RG�DW�RWKHU�VHUYLFHV��–�WJPF 


