
“Think On These Things” 
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Philippians 4:8 

³$OZD\V�$ERXQGLQJ�,Q�7KH�:RUN�2I�7KH�/RUG´ 
 

³7KHUHIRUH��P\�EHORYHG�EUHWKUHQ��EH�\H�VWHGIDVW��XQPRYHDEOH��DOZD\V�DERXQGLQJ�LQ�WKH�ZRUN�RI�WKH�/RUG��IRUDV�
PXFK�DV�\H�NQRZ�WKDW�\RXU�ODERXU�LV�QRW�LQ�YDLQ�LQ�WKH�/RUG´����&RU��������� 
 
7KLV�SDVVDJH�LV�RIWHQ�XVHG�E\�JRVSHO�SUHDFKHUV�WR�HQFRXUDJH�EUHWKUHQ�WR�DERXQG�LQ�IDLWKIXO�ZRUN�DQG�VHUYLFH�IRU�WKH�
FDXVH�RI�&KULVW��7KH�ZRUN�RI�D�&KULVWLDQ�PXVW�EH�D�OLIH�RI�ZRUN��DERXQGLQJ�ZRUN��$�&KULVWLDQ�PXVW�EH�D�IDLWKIXO�
IROORZHU�RI�WKH�0DVWHU��D�³VWHGIDVW��XQPRYDEOH�� DOZD\V�DERXQGLQJ´�VHUYDQW�ILUPO\�JURXQG�LQ�WKH�UHYHDOHG�WUXWKV�
IRXQG�LQ�WKH�%LEOH��<HW��VRPH�EUHWKUHQ�DUH�QRW�³VWHGIDVW��XQPRYHDEOH�´�UDWKHU��WKH\�DUH�OLNH�³FKLOGUHQ�WRVVHG�WR�DQG�
IUR��DQG�FDUULHG�DERXW�ZLWK�HYHU\�ZLQG�RI�GRFWULQH��E\�WKH�VOHLJKW�RI�PHQ��DQG�FXQQLQJ�FUDIWLQHVV��ZKHUHE\�WKH\�
OLH�LQ�ZDLW�WR�GHFHLYH´��(SK���������ODFNLQJ�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�³DOZD\V�DERXQGLQJ�LQ�WKH�ZRUN�RI�WKH�/RUG�´�:��(��9LQH�
GHILQHV� WKH�*UHHN�ZRUG� UHQGHUHG�³DERXQGLQJ´� �SHULVVHXR��*N�� LQ� WKLV�SDVVDJH� WKLV�ZD\��³WR�EH�DEXQGDQWO\� IXU�
QLVKHG��WR�DERXQG�LQ�D�WKLQJ���WKH�ZRUN�RI�WKH�/RUG�´�7KLV�ZRUG�LV�GHILQHG�E\�6WURQJ�DV��³)URP�*������WR�VXSHUD�
ERXQG� �LQ� TXDQWLW\� RU� TXDOLW\��� EH� LQ� H[FHVV�� EH� VXSHUIOXRXV�� DOVR� �WUDQV��� WR� FDXVH� WR� VXSHUDERXQG� RU� H[FHO��—�
�PDNH��PRUH��DERXQG���KDYH��KDYH�PRUH��DEXQGDQFH���EH�PRUH��DEXQGDQW��EH�WKH�EHWWHU��HQRXJK�DQG�WR�VSDUH��H[�
FHHG��H[FHO��LQFUHDVH��EH�OHIW��UHGRXQG��UHPDLQ��RYHU�DQG�DERYH�´��6WURQJ¶V��*�������+HQFH��DQ�RYHUIORZLQJ�DEXQ�
GDQFH��&RQVLGHU�WKH�DFFRXQW�RI�WKH�-HVXV¶�LQVWUXFWLRQV�WR�6LPRQ�3HWHU�LQ�/XNH����-���VD\LQJ��³/DXQFK�RXW�LQWR�WKH�
GHHS��DQG�OHW�GRZQ�\RXU�QHWV�IRU�D�GUDXJKW´��DQG�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�3HWHU�OHWWLQJ�GRZQ�WKH�QHW�³DW�WK\�ZRUG�´�—�WKHLU�
FDWFK�ZDV�VXFK�D�YDVW�QXPEHU�RI� ILVKHV� WKDW� WKHLU�QHWV�EURNH�DQG�WKHLU� VKLSV�EHJLQ� WR�VLQN��1RZ�� WKDW� LV�$%81�
'$1&(� 
 
7KH�SKUDVH�³LQ�WKH�ZRUN�RI�WKH�/RUG´�LQFOXGHV�DOO�FRPPDQGPHQWV�JLYHQ�RI�*RG�WR�PDQ�WR�GR��2I�WKLV�SKUDVH��$O�
EHUW�(��%DUQHV�LQ�KLV�QRWHV�RQ�WKLV�SDVVDJH�VD\V��³$OZD\V�HQJDJHG�LQ�GRLQJ�WKH�ZLOO�RI�*RG��LQ�SURPRWLQJ�KLV�JORU\��
DQG�DGYDQFLQJ�KLV�NLQJGRP��7KLV�SKUDVH�PHDQV�QRW�RQO\�WR�EH�HQJDJHG�LQ�WKLV��EXW�WR�EH�HQJDJHG�GLOLJHQWO\��ODERUL�
RXVO\��H[FHOOLQJ�LQ�WKLV��7KH�µZRUN�RI�WKH�/RUG¶�KHUH�PHDQV�WKDW�ZKLFK�WKH�/RUG�UHTXLUHV��DOO�WKH��DSSURSULDWH�GXWLHV�
RI�&KULVWLDQV��3DXO�H[KRUWV�WKHP�WR�SUDFWLFH�HYHU\�&KULVWLDQ�YLUWXH��DQG�WR�GR�DOO�WKH\�FRXOG�GR�WR�IXUWKHU�WKH�JRVSHO�
DPRQJ�PHQ´��%DUQHV�1RWHV��9RO�����S������� 
 
+DYLQJ�RIIHUHG�WKHVH�GHILQLWLRQV�DQG�FRPPHQWV��OHW�XV�FRQVLGHU�%LEOH�SDVVDJHV�WKDW�WHDFK�XV�KRZ�ZH�DUH�WR�DERXQG�
³LQ�WKH�ZRUN�RI�WKH�/RUG�´�7R�DERXQG�LQ�WKH�/RUG¶V�ZRUN��ZH�PXVW�� 
 
$ERXQG�LQ�IDLWKIXO�VHUYLFH�FRXSOHG�ZLWK�WKDQNVJLYLQJ��3DXO�ZURWH��³)RU�WKRXJK�,�EH�DEVHQW�LQ�WKH�IOHVK��\HW�DP�
,�ZLWK�\RX�LQ�WKH�VSLULW��MR\LQJ�DQG�EHKROGLQJ�\RXU�RUGHU��DQG�WKH�VWHGIDVWQHVV�RI�\RXU�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW��$V�\H�KDYH�
WKHUHIRUH�UHFHLYHG�&KULVW�-HVXV�WKH�/RUG��VR�ZDON�\H�LQ�KLP��5RRWHG�DQG�EXLOW�XS�LQ�KLP��DQG�VWDEOLVKHG�LQ�WKH�
IDLWK��DV�\H�KDYH�EHHQ�WDXJKW��DERXQGLQJ�WKHUHLQ�ZLWK�WKDQNVJLYLQJ´��&RO�����-��� 
 
$ERXQG�LQ�WKH�VXIIHULQJV�IRU�WKH�FDXVH�RI�&KULVW��3DXO�ZURWH��³)RU�DV�WKH�VXIIHULQJV�RI�&KULVW�DERXQG�LQ�XV��VR�
RXU�FRQVRODWLRQ�DOVR�DERXQGHWK�E\�&KULVW��$QG�ZKHWKHU�ZH�EH�DIIOLFWHG��LW�LV�IRU�\RXU�FRQVRODWLRQ�DQG�VDOYDWLRQ��
ZKLFK�LV�HIIHFWXDO�LQ�WKH�HQGXULQJ�RI�WKH�VDPH�VXIIHULQJV�ZKLFK�ZH�DOVR�VXIIHU��RU�ZKHWKHU�ZH�EH�FRPIRUWHG��LW�LV�
IRU�\RXU�FRQVRODWLRQ�DQG�VDOYDWLRQ��$QG�RXU�KRSH�RI�\RX�LV�VWHGIDVW��NQRZLQJ��WKDW�DV�\H�DUH�SDUWDNHUV�RI�WKH�VXI�
IHULQJV��VR�VKDOO�\H�EH�DOVR�RI�WKH�FRQVRODWLRQ´����&RU�����-��� 
 
<RX�ZLOO�QRWLFH�WKDW�3DXO�PHQWLRQV�VWHDGIDVWQHVV�KHUH��$V�ZRUNHUV�RI�WKH�/RUG��ZH�PXVW�EH�VWHDGIDVW�HYHQ�WKRXJK�
VHYHU�SHUVHFXWLRQV�PD\�DULVH��&KULVW�ZDUQHG�KLV�GLVFLSOHV� WKDW�SHUVHFXWLRQV�PXVW�EH�HQGXUHG�DQG�ZRXOG�FRPH� WR�
WKRVH�ZRUNLQJ�IRU�WKH�/RUG��0DWW�������-�����3DXO�VXIIHUHG�SHUVHFXWLRQV�KLPVHOI�DQG�ZDUQHG�LQ�KLV�ZULWLQJV�RI�SHU�
VHFXWLRQV�WKDW�ZRXOG�FRPH�WR�WKH�IDLWKIXO����&RU�������-�������������7LP�������������+HQFH�ZH�PXVW�EH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�
VXIIHU�DQG�VKRXOG�QRW�WKLQN�LW�VWUDQJH�ZKHQ�ZH�DUH�FDOOHG�WR�VXIIHU�SHUVHFXWLRQV�IRU�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�VDNH��0DWW������-
������3HW������-����5HY�������� 
 
$ERXQG�LQ�KRSH��3DXO�ZURWH�WR�5RPDQ�EUHWKUHQ�DQG�VDLG��³1RZ�WKH�*RG�RI�KRSH�ILOO�\RX�ZLWK�DOO�MR\�DQG�SHDFH�LQ�



EHOLHYLQJ��WKDW�\H�PD\�DERXQG�LQ�KRSH��WKURXJK�WKH�SRZHU�RI�WKH�+RO\�*KRVW��$QG�,�P\VHOI�DOVR�DP�SHUVXDGHG�RI�
\RX��P\�EUHWKUHQ��WKDW�\H�DOVR�DUH�IXOO�RI�JRRGQHVV��ILOOHG�ZLWK�DOO�NQRZOHGJH��DEOH�DOVR�WR�DGPRQLVK�RQH�DQRWK�
HU´��5RP��������������+RSH�LV�EDVLFDOO\�GHVLUH�ZLWK�H[SHFWDWLRQ��7KH�KRSH�RI�D�&KULVWLDQ�VKRXOG�EH�WR�UHFHLYH�WKH�
³LQKHULWDQFH�LQFRUUXSWLEOH��DQG�XQGHILOHG��DQG�WKDW�IDGHWK�QRW�DZD\´����3HW�������������2XU�KRSH�IRU�KHDYHQ�PXVW�
PH�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�WUXWKV�UHYHDOHG�LQ�WKH�VFULSWXUHV��1RW�VRPH�IDOVH�KRSH�FUHDWHG�E\�IDOVH�WHDFKHUV�DQG�WKHLU�HUURU��6DG�
O\� VRPH� KDYH� ODLG� GRZQ� WKH� VZRUG� RI� WUXWK�� KDYH� QRW� ILQLVKHG� WKH� UDFH�� UHVXOWLQJ� LQ� D� ³IDLWK´� WKDW� LV� PDGH�
³VKLSZUHFN´����7LP���������1RWLFH�3DXO¶V�FRQILGHQFH�LQ�UHFHLYLQJ�WKH�HWHUQDO�FURZQ�H[SUHVVHG�LQ�KLV�OHWWHU�WR�\RXQJ�
7LPRWK\�EDVHG�RQ�KLV�RZQ�VWHDGIDVWQHVV�WR�WKH�IDLWK�–�³)RU�,�DP�QRZ�UHDG\�WR�EH�RIIHUHG��DQG�WKH�WLPH�RI�P\�GH�
SDUWXUH�LV�DW�KDQG��,�KDYH�IRXJKW�D�JRRG�ILJKW��,�KDYH�ILQLVKHG�P\�FRXUVH��,�KDYH�NHSW�WKH�IDLWK��+HQFHIRUWK�WKHUH�
LV�ODLG�XS�IRU�PH�D�FURZQ�RI�ULJKWHRXVQHVV��ZKLFK�WKH�/RUG��WKH�ULJKWHRXV�MXGJH��VKDOO�JLYH�PH�DW�WKDW�GD\��DQG�
QRW�WR�PH�RQO\��EXW�XQWR�DOO�WKHP�DOVR�WKDW�ORYH�KLV�DSSHDULQJ´����7LP�����-��� 
 
$ERXQG� LQ� NQRZOHGJH� DQG� MXGJPHQW��3DXO�ZURWH��³$QG�WKLV�,�SUD\��WKDW�\RXU�ORYH�PD\�DERXQG�\HW�PRUH�DQG�
PRUH�LQ�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�LQ�DOO�MXGJPHQW��7KDW�\H�PD\�DSSURYH�WKLQJV�WKDW�DUH�H[FHOOHQW��WKDW�\H�PD\�EH�VLQFHUH�
DQG�ZLWKRXW�RIIHQFH�WLOO�WKH�GD\�RI�&KULVW´��3KLO������������&KULVWLDQV�DUH�WR�DERXQG�DQG�JURZ�LQ�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�
*RG¶V�ZRUG��:H�DUH�FRPPDQGHG�DQG�H[KRUWHG�WR�VWXG\�*RG¶V�ZRUG����7LP��������+HE������-����(SK����������������
��3HW���������3HW�������������6WHDGIDVWQHVV�LQ�WKH�IDLWK�RI�&KULVW�UHTXLUHV�NQRZOHGJH�RI�+LV�ZRUG��ZLOO�DQG�ZD\��$QG��
ZH�PXVW�PDNH�MXGJPHQWV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�UHYHDOHG�ZRUG��:H�PXVW��³MXGJH�ULJKWHRXV�MXGJPHQW�´�-HVXV�FRPPDQGHG��
³-XGJH�QRW�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�DSSHDUDQFH��EXW�MXGJH�ULJKWHRXV�MXGJPHQW´��-Q���������2XU�MXGJPHQWV�PXVW�QRW�EH�
EDVHG�RQ�RXU�RZQ�SHUVRQDO�VWDQGDUGV�EXW�RQ�%LEOH�SULQFLSOHV�RI� WUXWK��0DWW�����-����5LJKWHRXV� MXGJPHQW�UHTXLUHV�
PDNLQJ�FRUUHFW�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�WUXWKV�RI�WKH�%LEOH��7KH�WHDFKLQJ�RI�-DPHV��WKDW�ZH�DUH�WR�EH�³GRHUV�RI�WKH�ZRUG��
DQG�QRW�KHDUHUV�RQO\�´�ULQJV�ORXG�DQG�FOHDU�UHJDUGLQJ�WKLV�SRLQW��-DV������-���� 
 
$ERXQG� LQ� ORYH��3DXO�ZURWH��³$QG�WKH�/RUG�PDNH�\RX�WR�LQFUHDVH�DQG�DERXQG�LQ�ORYH�QH�WRZDUG�DQRWKHU��DQG�
WRZDUG�DOO�PHQ��HYHQ�DV�ZH�GR�WRZDUG�\RX��7R�WKH�HQG�KH�PD\�VWDEOLVK�\RXU�KHDUWV�XQEODPHDEOH�LQ�KROLQHVV�EH�
IRUH�*RG��HYHQ�RXU�)DWKHU��DW�WKH�FRPLQJ�RI�RXU�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW�ZLWK�DOO�KLV�VDLQWV´����7KHVV�������������7KH�
ORYH�3DXO�PHQWLRQV�KHUH�LV�WKH�DJDSH�W\SH�RI�ORYH��3UHDFKHUV�ZKR�EROGO\�WHDFK�WKH�WUXWK�DUH�VRPHWLPHV�DFFXVHG�E\�
VRPH� OLEHUDO�PLQGHG� EUHWKUHQ� RI� QRW� ³VSHDNLQJ� WKH� WUXWK� LQ� ORYH´� �(SK�� ������ RU� EHLQJ� ³XQORYLQJ�´� ³FDXVWLF�´�
³DEUDVLYH´� RU� ³DEXVLYH�´� 6RPH� EUHWKUHQ� DFFXVH� RWKHU� SUHDFKHUV� ZKR� EROGO\� ³UHSURYH�� UHEXNH� DQG� H[KRUW�´� RI�
NQRZLQJ� RQO\� KRZ� WR� ³SUHDFK� RQ� DQ� LVVXH� GLYLGLQJ� EUHWKUHQ�´� RU� ³EODVWLQJ� WKH� GHQRPLQDWLRQV´� RU� ³QDLOLQJ´� RU�
³FOREEHULQJ�WKH�PHPEHUV�IRU�VRPH�VKRUWFRPLQJ�´�%UHWKUHQ�ZKR�PDNH�VXFK�FKDUJHV�UHDOO\�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�WKH�WUXH�%L�
EOH�PHDQLQJ�RI� ORYH��5HPHPEHU��3DXO� VDLG��³VSHDNLQJ� WKH� 7587+� LQ�/29(´� �(SK��������P\�HPS��� WJP���7KH�
DJDSH� ORYH� LV� WKH� W\SH�RI� ORYH� WKDW�³GRHV�QRW�DOZD\V�UXQ�ZLWK�QDWXUDO� LQFOLQDWLRQV��QRU�GRHV� LV�VSHQG�LWVHOI�XSRQ�
WKRVH�IRU�ZKRP�D�QDWXUDO�DIILQLW\�LV�GLVFRYHUHG�–� ORYH�VHHNV�WKH�ZHOIDUH�RI�DOO´��9LQH���:H�FDQ�VHH�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�
DJDSH�ORYH�E\�FRQVLGHULQJ�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�-HVXV�ZKHQ�KH�FRPPDQGHG��³%XW�,�VD\�XQWR�\RX��/RYH�\RXU�HQHPLHV��EOHVV�
WKHP�WKDW�FXUVH�\RX��GR�JRRG�WR�WKHP�WKDW�KDWH�\RX��DQG�SUD\�IRU�WKHP�ZKLFK�GHVSLWHIXOO\�XVH�\RX��DQG�SHUVHFXWH�
\RX��7KDW�\H�PD\�EH�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�\RXU�)DWKHU�ZKLFK�LV�LQ�KHDYHQ��IRU�KH�PDNHWK�KLV�VXQ�WR�ULVH�RQ�WKH�HYLO�
DQG�RQ�WKH�JRRG��DQG�VHQGHWK�UDLQ�RQ�WKH�MXVW�DQG�RQ�WKH�XQMXVW��)RU�LI�\H�ORYH�WKHP�ZKLFK�ORYH�\RX��ZKDW�UH�
ZDUG�KDYH�\H"�'R�QRW�HYHQ�WKH�SXEOLFDQV�WKH�VDPH"�$QG�LI�\H�VDOXWH�\RXU�EUHWKUHQ�RQO\��ZKDW�GR�\H�PRUH�WKDQ�
RWKHUV"�GR�QRW�HYHQ�WKH�SXEOLFDQV�VR"�%H�\H� WKHUHIRUH�SHUIHFW��HYHQ�DV�\RXU�)DWKHU�ZKLFK�LV� LQ�KHDYHQ�LV�SHU�
IHFW´��0DWW������-�����,�UHFHQWO\�UHDG�D�EXOOHWLQ�ZKLFK�KDG�WKH�VWDWHPHQW��³)DXOWV�DUH�WKLFN�ZHUH�ORYH�LV�WKLQ���5HDG�
��&RU�����DQG�-RKQ������-����´�+RZ�WUXH�WKDW�VWDWHPHQW�LV��*RGO\�ORYH��DJDSH�ORYH��LQYROYHV�D�ORYH�IRU�����*RG�–�
2EHGLHQFH�WR�+LV�ZRUG��VDFULILFH��D�ULJKW�DWWLWXGH�WRZDUG�+LV�ZRUG��DQG�VHUYLFH�WR�+LP�����&KULVW�–�6XEPLVVLRQ�WR��
DSSUHFLDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�VDFULILFH�+H�PDGH�IRU�XV��GLOLJHQW�VHUYLFH�DQG�UHVSHFW�IRU�+LV�DXWKRULW\��+LV�QDPH��+LV�FKXUFK�
DQG�+LV�GRFWULQH�����7KH�+RO\�6SLULW�–�5HVSHFW�IRU�WKH�UHYHDOHG�ZRUG��GLOLJHQW�VWXG\�RI�LW��WHDFKLQJ�LW�DQG�HDUQHVWO\�
FRQWHQGLQJ�IRU�LW�DQG�GHIHQGLQJ�LW�ZKHQ�DWWDFNHG�����$OLHQ�VLQQHUV�–�%HLQJ�³DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�EHOLHYHUV´����7LP��
�������ZRUNLQJ�WR�WHDFK�DQG�VDYH�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�KHDU�WKH�JRVSHO�RI�&KULVW�����)DLWKIXO�EUHWKUHQ�–�(QFRXU�
DJLQJ��FRPPHQGLQJ��HGLI\LQJ�DQG�KHOSLQJ�WKHP�LQ�WKH�ZRUN�RI�WKH�/RUG�����8QIDLWKIXO�EUHWKUHQ�–�:DUQLQJ��UHEXN�
LQJ��H[KRUWLQJ��UHVWRULQJ�DQG�ZLWKGUDZLQJ�IHOORZVKLS�IURP�WKH�LPSHQLWHQW�����(QHPLHV�–��3UD\LQJ�IRU��EOHVVLQJ��GR�
LQJ�JR�WR��IHHGLQJ�WKH�KXQJU\�DQG�JLYLQJ�GULQN�WR�WKH�WKLUVW\��7KHVH�DUH�LQYROYHPHQWV�RI�*RGO\�ORYH�ZKLFK�ZH�PXVW�
DERXQG�LQ��$ERXQG�LQ�SDUWDNLQJ�RI�WKH�³GLYLQH�QDWXUH´��3HWHU�ZURWH��³$FFRUGLQJ�DV�KLV�GLYLQH�SRZHU�KDWK�JLYHQ�
XQWR�XV�DOO�WKLQJV�WKDW�SHUWDLQ�XQWR�OLIH�DQG�JRGOLQHVV��WKURXJK�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�KLP�WKDW�KDWK�FDOOHG�XV�WR�JORU\�
DQG�YLUWXH��:KHUHE\�DUH�JLYHQ�XQWR�XV�H[FHHGLQJ�JUHDW�DQG�SUHFLRXV�SURPLVHV��WKDW�E\�WKHVH�\H�PLJKW�EH�SDUWDN�
HUV�RI�WKH�GLYLQH�QDWXUH��KDYLQJ�HVFDSHG�WKH�FRUUXSWLRQ�WKDW�LV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�WKURXJK�OXVW´����3HW�����������7R�GR�
WKLV�ZH�PXVW�DGG�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�WUDLWV�3HWHU�OLVWV�LQ�YHUVHV���WKURXJK���WR�DQ�REHGLHQW�IDLWK��ZKLFK�LV�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�
ZKDW� ZH� EHOLHYH�� WHDFK� DQG� SUDFWLFH��:H�PXVW� DGG�� ³9LUWXH´� �PDQOLQHVV�� VWUHQJWK�� FRXUDJH�� PRUDO� H[FHOOHQFH���
³.QRZOHGJH´��NQRZOHGJH�RI�*RG¶V�ZRUG���³7HPSHUDQFH´��VHOI-FRQWURO���³3DWLHQFH´��HQGXUDQFH��SHUVLVWHQFH��SHU�
VHYHUDQFH��ORQJ�VXIIHULQJ���³*RGOLQHVV´��DQ�DWWLWXGH�DQG�DFWLRQV�WKDW�UHVXOW�LQ�DQ�DFFHSWDEOH�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG���



Service Times  -  Sunday:  9:00 & 10:00 AM; 6:00 PM  -  Wednesday:  7:00 PM 
Tommy Glendol McClure, Editor and Evangelist - 925-759-4357 

Web Site: www.lodiCAchurchofchrist.com - Email: lodicachurchofchrist@gmail.com - Phone: 209-365-9250 

³%URWKHUO\� NLQGQHVV´� �ORYH� >SKLOHR� -�*N@�RI� WKH�EUHWKUHQ���³&KDULW\´� �ORYH� >DJDSH�–�*N@���7KH� UHVXOW�–�³)RU� LI�
WKHVH� WKLQJV� EH� LQ� \RX�� DQG� DERXQG�� WKH\� PDNH� \RX� WKDW� \H� VKDOO� QHLWKHU� EH� EDUUHQ� QRU� XQIUXLWIXO� LQ� WKH�
NQRZOHGJH�RI�RXU�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW��%XW�KH�WKDW�ODFNHWK�WKHVH�WKLQJV�LV�EOLQG��DQG�FDQQRW�VHH�DIDU�RII��DQG�KDWK�
IRUJRWWHQ�WKDW�KH�ZDV�SXUJHG�IURP�KLV�ROG�VLQV��:KHUHIRUH�WKH�UDWKHU��EUHWKUHQ��JLYH�GLOLJHQFH�WR�PDNH�\RXU�FDOO�
LQJ�DQG�HOHFWLRQ�VXUH��IRU�LI�\H�GR�WKHVH�WKLQJV��\H�VKDOO�QHYHU�IDOO´����3HW�����-���� 
 
$ERXQG�LQ�JLYLQJ�DV�ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�SURVSHUHG��3DXO�FRPPDQGHG��³1RZ�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH 
FROOHFWLRQ�IRU�WKH�VDLQWV��DV�,�KDYH�JLYHQ�RUGHU�WR�WKH�FKXUFKHV�RI�*DODWLD��HYHQ�VR�GR�\H��8SRQ�WKH�ILUVW�GD\�RI�WKH�
ZHHN�OHW�HYHU\�RQH�RI�\RX�OD\�E\�KLP�LQ�VWRUH��DV�*RG�KDWK�SURVSHUHG�KLP��WKDW�WKHUH�EH�QR�JDWKHULQJV�ZKHQ�,�
FRPH´����&RU������������7KH�0DFHGRQLDQV��PHQWLRQHG�E\�3DXO�LQ���&RULQWKLDQV����-���DUH�H[DPSOHV�RI�DEXQGDQW�JLY�
HUV��1RWH�WKDW�3DXO�VDLG�WKH\�³ILUVW�JDYH�WKHLU�RZQ�VHOYHV�WR�WKH�/RUG��DQG�WR�XV�E\�WKH�ZLOO�RI�*RG´��YV������7KRVH�
ZKR�ILQG�LW�GLIILFXOW�WR�JLYH�RQ�WKH�³ILUVW�GD\�RI� WKH�ZHHN´��ZKLFK�PHDQV�HYHU\�ZHHN��KDYH�QRW�WUXO\�JLYHQ�WKHP�
VHOYHV�ILUVW�WR�WKH�/RUG��7KH\�DUH�QRW�ZLOOLQJ�JLYHUV��3DXO�H[KRUWHG�WKH�&RULQWKLDQV�WR�EH�RI�VXFK�D�PLQG�LQ���&RULQ�
WKLDQV���DQG���DV�WKH�0DFHGRQLDQV��WR�DERXQG�LQ�JLYLQJ��WR�VRZ�ERXQWLIXOO\��ZULWLQJ��³(YHU\�PDQ�DFFRUGLQJ�DV�KH�
SXUSRVHWK�LQ�KLV�KHDUW��VR�OHW�KLP�JLYH��QRW�JUXGJLQJO\��RU�RI�QHFHVVLW\��IRU�*RG�ORYHWK�D�FKHHUIXO�JLYHU��$QG�*RG�
LV�DEOH�WR�PDNH�DOO�JUDFH�DERXQG�WRZDUG�\RX��WKDW�\H��DOZD\V�KDYLQJ�DOO�VXIILFLHQF\�LQ�DOO�WKLQJV��PD\�DERXQG�WR�
HYHU\�JRRG�ZRUN´����&RU�����-����1RWH�WKH�UHSHDWHG�XVH�RI�WKH�ZRUG�DERXQG�LQ�WKHVH�YHUVHV� 
 
$ERXQG�LQ�³HYHU\�JRRG�ZRUN´��$V�ZH�KDYH�QRWHG��WKH�SKUDVH��³WKH�ZRUN�RI�WKH�/RUG´�LV�DOO�LQFOXVLYH�RI�DOO�ZRUNV�
*RG�KDV�FRPPDQGHG�XV�WR�GR��-HVXV��GXULQJ�+LV�SHUVRQDO�PLQLVWU\��GLG�KLV�)DWKHUV�ZRUN��+H�VDLG��³,�PXVW�ZRUN�WKH�
ZRUNV�RI�KLP� WKDW�VHQW�PH��ZKLOH� LW� LV�GD\�� WKH�QLJKW�FRPHWK��ZKHQ�QR�PDQ�FDQ�ZRUN´��-Q��������/LNHZLVH��ZH�
PXVW�EH�REHGLHQW�WR�DOO�WKLQJV�FRPPDQGHG�RI�&KULVW��ZRUNV��DV�&KULVW�ZDV�REHGLHQW�WR�+LV�)DWKHU��3DXO�FRPPDQGHG�
ZKHQ�KH�ZURWH�WR�WKH�&RORVVLDQ�EUHWKUHQ��³)RU�WKLV�FDXVH�ZH�DOVR��VLQFH�WKH�GD\�ZH�KHDUG�LW��GR�QRW�FHDVH�WR�SUD\�
IRU�\RX��DQG�WR�GHVLUH�WKDW�\H�PLJKW�EH�ILOOHG�ZLWK�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�KLV�ZLOO� LQ�DOO�ZLVGRP�DQG�VSLULWXDO�XQGHU�
VWDQGLQJ��7KDW�\H�PLJKW�ZDON�ZRUWK\�RI� WKH�/RUG�XQWR�DOO�SOHDVLQJ��EHLQJ�IUXLWIXO� LQ�HYHU\�JRRG�ZRUN��DQG�LQ�
FUHDVLQJ� LQ� WKH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�*RG´��&RO�����������FI��0N������-�����&RU�������3KLO���������7LP���������������7LP��
������+HE��������� 
 
&RQFOXVLRQ��2WKHU�SRLQWV�FRXOG�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�EXW�WLPH�DQG�VSDFH�GR�QRW�DOORZ��/HW�XV�VWULYH�WR�ZDON�DV�3DXO�H[�
KRUWHG�WKH�&RULQWKLDQV�WR�ZDON��DOZD\V�VWHDGIDVWO\�DQG�DEXQGDQWO\�VHUYLQJ�WKH�/RUG�ZLWKRXW�ZDYHULQJ��:H�VHOGRP�
ILQG�LW�GLIILFXOW�WR�DERXQG�LQ�RXU�RZQ�LQWHUHVWV�EXW�PD\�ZH�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�ZRUN�RI�*RG��³WKDW�\RXU�
�RXU��ODERXU�LV�QRW�LQ�YDLQ�LQ�WKH�/RUG´����&RU����������–�WJPF� 
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%\�$�&��*ULGHU 
 
,�GLGQ¶W�MRLQ�WKH�FKXUFK�RI�&KULVW��,�GLGQ¶W�VHOHFW�WKH�FKXUFK�RI�&KULVW�DV�³P\�FKRLFH´�IURP�DPRQJ�PDQ\�FKXUFKHV��,W�
QHYHU�RFFXUUHG�WR�PH�WKDW�,�KDG�D�FKRLFH�QRU�WKDW�,�GHVLUHG�WR�PDNH�D�FKRLFH�RI�FKXUFKHV��,�VWDUWHG�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�P\�
VSLULWXDO�FRQGLWLRQ�GRZQ�LQ�7HQQHVVHH�VRPH�\HDUV�DJR�—�VHYHUDO�\HDUV�DJR�DQG�PDGH�XS�P\�PLQG�WKDW�,�VKRXOG�GR�
VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�LW�� 
 
,�EHJDQ�WR�FRQVLGHU�ZKDW�WKH�/RUG�ZDQWHG�PH�WR�GR��,�VWDUWHG�WR�VWXG\�P\�%LEOH��,�IRXQG�WKDW�,�ZDV�D�VLQQHU�DQG�WKDW�
&KULVW�ZDV�7+(�VDYLRU��,�IRXQG�WKDW�LI�,�ZHUH�HYHU�VDYHG�LW�ZRXOG�RQO\�EH�E\�&KULVW��,�FRQVLGHUHG�+LV�ZRUG�UHODWLYH�
WR�ZKDW�WR�GR�WR�EH�VDYHG��+H�VDLG�,�VKRXOG�UHSHQW��/XNH�������,�GLG��+H�VDLG�,�VKRXOG�FRQIHVV�+LP��0DWWKHZ��������
,�GLG��+H�VDLG�,�VKRXOG�EH�EDSWL]HG��0DUN��������,�GLG��+H�VDLG�LI�,�ZRXOG�GR�WKHVH�WKLQJV�,�ZRXOG�%(�6$9('��,�
ZDV��%XW�WKH�%,%/(�WDXJKW�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�VDYHG�WKH�/RUG�DGGHG�PH�WR�WKH�FKXUFK��$FWV�������+H�GLG��1RZ��:+,&+�
&+85&+�GLG�+H�DGG�PH�WR"�+,6��0DWWKHZ��������$FWV��������5RPDQV������� 
 
7KXV�� ,�DP�D�PHPEHU�RI� WKH�FKXUFK�RI�&KULVW�EHFDXVH� ,�KDG�12�&+2,&(�DQG�ZDQWHG�QRQH�� ,� MXVW�ZDQWHG�WR�EH�
VDYHG��$QG�,�ZDV�� 


