
“Think On These Things” 
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Philippians 4:8 

:KDW�,V�D�&KULVWLDQ" 
%\�&OLQWRQ�'��+DPLOWRQ 

 
2QH�LV�VRPHWLPHV�VKRFNHG�E\�WKH�XVH�RI�WKH�ZRUG�&KULVWLDQ��3HRSOH�DUH�FDOOHG�&KULVWLDQV�ZKR�GR�QRW�EHOLHYH�LQ�
&KULVW��2Q�RQH�RFFDVLRQ� ,�KHDUG�VRPHRQH�VD\� WKDW�*DQGKL�ZDV�D�&KULVWLDQ��7KLV�XVH�RI� WKH� WHUP�VKRZV� WKDW�
PHQ�RIWHQ�KDYH� HUURQHRXV�YLHZV�RI� LWV� VLJQLILFDQFH��6RPHWLPHV�PHQ�FRQWHPSODWH�QR�PRUH�E\� WKH� WHUP� WKDQ�
PRUDO�JRRGQHVV�RU�RXWVWDQGLQJ�FRQFHUQ�IRU�WKH�ZHOIDUH�RI�PHQ� 
 
$�QDPH� GHVLJQDWHV��1DPHV� LQ� WKH�%LEOLFDO� UHFRUG� KDG� JUHDW� VLJQLILFDQFH� DV� WKH� IROORZLQJ� LQGLFDWHV��$GDP��
PDQ��(YH��PRWKHU�RI�OLYLQJ��6DPXHO��DVNHG�RI�*RG��,VDDF��ODXJKWHU��$EUDP��H[DOWHG�IDWKHU��$EUDKDP��IDWKHU�RI�
D�PXOWLWXGH��%HWKHO��KRXVH�RI�*RG��7KH�ZRUG�&KULVWLDQ�GHVLJQDWHV�D�SHUVRQ�LQ�KLV�UHODWLRQ�WR�&KULVW� 
 
7KLV�QDPH�ZDV�QRW�JLYHQ�LQ�GHULVLRQ��DV�VRPH�DUH�ZRQW�WR�VD\��EXW�UDWKHU�LV�*RG�JLYHQ�DQG�GHWHUPLQHG��7KH�
GLVFLSOHV�ZHUH�FDOOHG�&KULVWLDQV�ILUVW�DW�$QWLRFK��$FWV���������3DXO�GLVRZQHG�D�WHUP�RI�GHULVLRQ�ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�
DSSOLHG�WR�KLP��+H�ZDV�FKDUJHG�DV�EHLQJ�D�ULQJOHDGHU�RI�³WKH�VHFW�RI� WKH�1D]DUHQHV´� �$FWV��������EXW�LQ�DQ�
VZHULQJ�WKH�FKDUJH��KH�VDLG��³%XW�WKLV�,�FRQIHVV�XQWR�WKHH��WKDW�DIWHU�WKH�:D\�ZKLFK�WKH\�FDOO��D�VHFW��VR�VHUYH�
,�WKH�*RG�RI�RXU�IDWKHUV��EHOLHYLQJ�DOO�WKLQJV�ZKLFK�DUH�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�ODZ��DQG�ZKLFK�DUH�ZULWWHQ�LQ�WKH�
SURSKHWV´��$FWV���������+H�VHUYHG�WKH�/RUG�LQ�WKH�:D\��EXW�KH�UHIXVHG�WR�DFFHSW�WKH�VHFW�GHVLJQDWLRQ� 
 
/DWHU��ZKHQ�$JULSSD�E\�LPSOLFDWLRQ�FDOOHG�KLP�D�&KULVWLDQ��3DXO�DFFHSWHG�WKH�GHVLJQDWLRQ��³$QG�$JULSSD�VDLG�
XQWR�3DXO��:LWK�EXW� OLWWOH�SHUVXDVLRQ�WKRX�ZRXOGHVW�IDLQ�PDNH�PH�D�&KULVWLDQ��$QG�3DXO�VDLG��,�ZRXOG�WR�
*RG��WKDW�ZKHWKHU�ZLWK�OLWWOH�RU�ZLWK�PXFK��QRW�WKRX�RQO\��EXW�DOVR�DOO�WKDW�KHDU�PH�WKLV�GD\��PLJKW�EHFRPH�
VXFK�DV�,�DP��H[FHSW�IRU�WKHVH�ERQGV´��$FWV������-�����:KHQ�LQ�GHULVLRQ�3DXO�ZDV�FDOOHG�D�1D]DUHQH��KH�GLV�
RZQHG� WKH� GHVLJQDWLRQ�� EXW� KH� DFFHSWHG� WKH� QDPH�&KULVWLDQ�ZKHQ� LW�ZDV� DSSOLHG� WR� KLP�� ,W� IROORZV� WKDW� WKH�
QDPH�ZDV�D�GLYLQHO\�DSSRLQWHG�RQH��IRU�3DXO�NQHZ�KRZ�LW�ZDV�ILUVW�XVHG��KH�ZDV�DW�$QWLRFK�ZKHQ�WKH�GLVFLSOHV�
ZHUH�ILUVW�FDOOHG�&KULVWLDQV� 
 
&DOOHG�LQ�$FWV��������LV�WKH�VDPH�WHUP�XVHG�RI�'LYLQH�DFWLRQV�LQ�RWKHU�SDVVDJHV��-RVHSK�ZDV�ZDUQHG�RI�*RG�LQ�
D�GUHDP�WR�WDNH�-HVXV�IURP�(J\SW�WR�QRUWKHUQ�3DOHVWLQH��0DWW���������6LPHRQ�ORRNHG�IRU�WKH�&KULVW�DQG�LW�KDG�
EHHQ� UHYHDOHG� WR�KLP�E\� WKH�+RO\�6SLULW� WKDW� KH�ZRXOG�QRW�GLH�EHIRUH�KH�KDG� VHHQ� WKH�/RUG¶V�&KULVW� �/XNH�
�������$Q�DQJHO�ZDUQHG�&RUQHOLXV�LQ�D�GUHDP�WR�VHQG�IRU�3HWHU��$FWV���������1RDK�ZDV�ZDUQHG�DERXW�WKH�LP�
SHQGLQJ�IORRG�WKDW�ZRXOG�GHVWUR\�WKH�ZRUOG��+HE���������$OO�WKHVH�WHUPV�DUH�IURP�WKH�VDPH�ZRUG�LQ�WKH�RULJL�
QDO��:H�DUH�IRUFHG�WR�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�WKDW�ZKHQ�PHQ�ZHUH�FDOOHG�&KULVWLDQV��WKH�FDOOLQJ�ZDV�E\�GLYLQH�DSSRLQW�
PHQW��QRW�E\�KXPDQ�FRQWHPSW� 
 
,W�ZDV�QRWHG�WKDW�GLVFLSOHV�ZHUH�FDOOHG�&KULVWLDQV��$V�D�GLVFLSOH��D�&KULVWLDQ�LV�YLHZHG�IURP�WKH�VWDQGSRLQW�RI�D�
OHDUQHU�RU�IROORZHU�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�D�WHDFKHU��-HVXV�LV�WKH�WHDFKHU�IURP�ZKRP�ZH�UHFHLYH�LQVWUXFWLRQV�DQG�VHHN�WR�
EH�ZKDW�+H�LV� 
 
&KULVWLDQV�DUH�DOVR�FDOOHG�VDLQWV�ZKHQ�FRQVLGHUHG�LQ�WKH�OLJKW�RI�WKH�PDQQHU�RI�OLIH�WKH\�FRQGXFW��6DLQW�LV�IURP�
WKH�WHUP�ZKLFK�PHDQV�VHW�DSDUW�WR�WKH�VHUYLFH�RI�*RG��FRQVHFUDWLRQ�LQYROYHV�SXULW\�RI�KHDUW�DQG�FRQGXFW��1X�
PHURXV�SDVVDJHV�UHIHU�WR�GLVFLSOHV�DV�VDLQWV����&RU�������5RP�������HW��DO��� 
 
7KH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�LV�FDOOHG�WKH�IDLWK��-XGH����DQG�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKLV�ERG\�RI�WUXWK�&KULVWLDQV�DUH�VRPHWLPHV�
UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�EHOLHYHUV��$FWV���������������&RU���������-HVXV�LV�WKH�REMHFW�RI�RXU�IDLWK��-RKQ�����������EXW�ZKDW�
ZH�EHOLHYH�LV�UHYHDOHG�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��5RP��������� 
 
,Q�UHODWLRQ�WR�RQH�DQRWKHU��&KULVWLDQV�DUH�FDOOHG�EUHWKUHQ����3HW����������7KHVV���������-Q���������%HLQJ�VRQV�DQG�
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GDXJKWHUV�RI�*RG��&KULVWLDQV�VXVWDLQ�WR�RQH�DQRWKHU�WKH�UHODWLRQ�RI�EUHWKUHQ����&RU������-������-Q�����-����DQG�LQ�
WKLV�IDPLO\�-HVXV�LV�WKH�HOGHU�EURWKHU��+HE���������/RYH�VKRXOG�EH�FKDUDFWHULVWLF�RI�WKH�IHHOLQJ�DQG�FRQGXFW�ZH�
KDYH�WRZDUG�RQH�DQRWKHU�DV�EUHWKUHQ� 
 
,Q�UHODWLRQ�WR�*RG��&KULVWLDQV�DUH�FKLOGUHQ����-Q��������*RG�LV�WKH�)DWKHU�DQG�KHDG�RI�WKLV�VSLULWXDO�IDPLO\�ZKLFK�
LV�+LV�+RXVH����7LP���������,Q�WKLV�IDPLO\��WKH�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�VXEMHFW�WR�WKH�)DWKHU�WKURXJK�-HVXV��ZKRP�KH�KDV�
DSSRLQWHG�RYHU�+LV�KRXVH��+HE������� 
 
&KULVWLDQV� KDYH� VHUYLFH� DQG� VDFULILFHV� WR� SHUIRUP� EHIRUH� *RG�� DQG� LQ� WKLV� FDSDFLW\�� WKH\� DUH� GHVLJQDWHG� DV�
SULHVWV��³<H�DOVR��DV�OLYLQJ�VWRQHV��DUH�EXLOW�XS�D�VSLULWXDO�KRXVH�� WR�EH�D�KRO\�SULHVWKRRG�� WR�RIIHU�VSLULWXDO�
VDFULILFHV��DFFHSWDEOH� WR�*RG� WKURXJK�-HVXV�&KULVW´� ���3HW��������:KHQ�WKH\�ZHUH�ORRVHG�IURP�WKHLU�VLQV�E\�
WKH�EORRG�RI�&KULVW��&KULVWLDQV�ZHUH�PDGH�WR�EH�D�NLQJGRP�DQG�SULHVWV��5HY��������&RQVHTXHQWO\��WKH\�DUH�UH�
IHUUHG�WR�DV�D�UR\DO�SULHVWKRRG����3HW������� 
 
+RZ�GRHV�RQH�EHFRPH�D�&KULVWLDQ"�+H�LV�EHJRWWHQ�E\�WKH�ZRUG�RI�*RG�WKURXJK�REHGLHQFH�WR�WKH�WUXWK����3HW��
����� ��-�����+H�EHFRPHV� REHGLHQW� WR� WKH�&KULVW� �+HE�� ���-��� LQ� EHOLHYLQJ�� UHSHQWLQJ� RI� VLQV�� FRQIHVVLQJ� WKH�
QDPH� RI� -HVXV�� DQG� EHLQJ� LPPHUVHG� LQ�+LV� QDPH� IRU� WKH� UHPLVVLRQ� RI� VLQV� �0DWW�� �����-����0N�� �����-����
5RP���������$FWV��������1R�RQH�ZKR�KDV�IDLOHG�WR�UHQGHU�REHGLHQFH�FDQ�SURSHUO\�EH�FDOOHG�D�&KULVWLDQ��–�7UXWK�
0DJD]LQH��0DUFK������� 
 
 
 

&DQ�:H�+DYH�7RR�0XFK�³3RVLWLYH´�3UHDFKLQJ" 
%\�*UHJ�*ZLQ 

 
:H� UHDGLO\� DFNQRZOHGJH� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH� RI� SRVLWLYH� SUHDFKLQJ�� %UHWKUHQ� QHHG� WKH� ³FRPIRUW� RI� WKH� 6FULS�
WXUHV´��5RP���������3DXO�VHQW�7\FKLFXV�WR�WKH�(SKHVLDQV�VR�WKDW�KH�FRXOG�³FRPIRUW�\RXU�KHDUWV´��(SK���������
7LPRWK\�ZDV�GLVSDWFKHG�WR�3KLOLSSL��3KLO�������DQG�7KHVVDORQLFD����7KHVV�������LQ�RUGHU�WR�FRPIRUW�WKH�EUHWK�
UHQ��&OHDUO\��WKLV�NLQG�RI�SRVLWLYH�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�LV�HVVHQWLDO��7KH�%LEOH�KDV�PXFK�WR�VD\�DERXW�LW��1R�RQH�GH�
QLHV�WKLV� 
 
7KHUH�DUH��KRZHYHU��VRPH�DPRQJ�XV�ZKR�DUH�GHWHUPLQHG�WR�RQO\�SUHDFK�SRVLWLYH�WKLQJV��7KH\�ZDQW�WR�VSHFLDO�
L]H�LQ�SRVLWLYH�SUHDFKLQJ�DQG�WR�HPSKDVL]H�RQO\�WKRVH�WKLQJV�ZKLFK��WKH\�FODLP��DUH�GHVLJQHG�WR�³EXLOG�XS´�WKH�
KHDUHUV�� 7KH\� ZLOO� QRW� GHDO� ZLWK� FRQWURYHUVLDO� WRSLFV�� DQG� WKH\� UHIXVH� WR� VSHQG� WLPH� UHEXNLQJ� WKH� VLQV� DQG�
ZHDNQHVVHV�WKDW�H[LVW�LQ�PHQ¶V�OLYHV� 
 
7KLV�³SRVLWLYH´�DSSURDFK�IDLOV�WR�SUHVHQW�WKH�ZKROH�FRXQVHO�RI�*RG��$FWV���������DQG�DW�OHDVW�WZR�VHULRXV�FRQ�
VHTXHQFHV�ZLOO�IROORZ� 
 
��� &KULVWLDQV� ZLOO� QRW� EH� DGPRQLVKHG� WR� URRW� RXW� WKH� HYLO� WKDW� LV� LQ� WKHLU� OLYHV��:H�PXVW� ³SXW� RII� WKH� ROG�
PDQ´� �&RO�������:H�ZLOO�QHYHU�EHFRPH�WKH�³QHZ�PDQ´� WKDW�ZH�RXJKW� WR�EH��YV������XQWLO�ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�LQ�
VWUXFWHG�DGHTXDWHO\�LQ�WKLV�UHJDUG� 
 
���&KULVWLDQV�ZLOO�EHFRPH�FRQGLWLRQHG�WR�RQO\�ZDQW�WKLV�VRUW�RI�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�SUHDFKLQJ��$IWHU�KDYLQJ�D�VWHDG\�
GLHW� RI� SRVLWLYH� HPSKDVLV�� EUHWKUHQ�ZLOO� ORVH� DOO� WROHUDQFH� IRU� IRUFHIXO� SUHDFKLQJ� RQ� LPSRUWDQW� GRFWULQDO� DQG�
PRUDO�LVVXHV��7KH�DSRVWOH�3DXO�DQWLFLSDWHG�VXFK�D�VFHQDULR��³)RU�WKH�WLPH�ZLOO�FRPH�ZKHQ�WKH\�ZLOO�QRW�HQGXUH�
VRXQG�GRFWULQH�� EXW� DIWHU� WKHLU� RZQ� OXVWV� VKDOO� WKH\�KHDS� WR� WKHPVHOYHV� WHDFKHUV�� KDYLQJ� LWFKLQJ� HDUV´� ���
7LP������� 
 
:H�DUH�QRW�DW�OLEHUW\�WR�EH�³VSHFLDOLVWV´�LQ�RQO\�RQH�DVSHFW�RI�WKH�ZRUN��,I�ZH�HPSKDVL]H�WKH�SRVLWLYH�ZKLOH�QH�
JOHFWLQJ�WKH�QHJDWLYH��ZH�KDYH�QRW�GRQH�³WKH�ZRUN�RI�DQ�HYDQJHOLVW´����7LP��������2XU�MRE�LQYROYHV�ERWK�WKH�
SRVLWLYH�DQG�WKH�QHJDWLYH��:H�DUH�WR� ³UHSURYH�� UHEXNH��DQG�H[KRUW´� �YV������–�&ROOHJHYXH�FKXUFK�RI�&KULVW�
%XOOHWLQ��$XJXVW��������͘ 


