
“Think On These Things” 
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Philippians 4:8 

6+(�.1(:�722�08&+ 
%\�%LOO�3LHUFH 

� 
$�OLWWOH�JLUO��EHLQJ�DVNHG�E\�D�SULHVW�WR�DWWHQG�UHOLJLRXV�LQVWUXFWLRQ��UHIXVHG�E\�VD\LQJ�LW�ZDV�DJDLQVW�KHU�IDWKHU¶V�
ZLVKHV��7KH�SULHVW�VDLG�VKH�VKRXOG�REH\�KLP��QRW�KHU�IDWKHU��³2K��VLU��ZH�DUH�WDXJKW�LQ�WKH�%LEOH�WR�µKRQRU�WK\�
IDWKHU�DQG�WK\�PRWKHU�¶´�VKH�UHSOLHG��³%XW�\RX�DUH�WR�FDOO�PH�IDWKHU´�ZDV�KLV�UHSO\��7R�ZKLFK�VKH�UHSOLHG��³1R��
IRU�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�VD\�� µ&DOO�QR�PDQ�\RXU�IDWKHU�XSRQ�WKH�HDUWK��IRU�RQH�LV�\RXU�)DWKHU��ZKLFK�LV� LQ�KHDY�
HQ�¶´ 
 
7KH�SULHVW�ZDV�QRW�DQ[LRXV�WR�ORVH�D�UHOLJLRXV�GLVFXVVLRQ�WR�RQH�VR�\RXQJ�DQG�KH�VDLG��³<RX�KDYH�QR�EXVLQHVV�
UHDGLQJ�WKH�%LEOH�´�³7KHQ�ZK\�GLG�-HVXV�WHOO�PH�WR�µVHDUFK�WKH�6FULSWXUHV¶"´�VKH�DVNHG��+H�UHSOLHG�E\�VD\LQJ��
³%XW�WKDW�LV�RQO\�WR�WKH�FOHUJ\��<RX�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�D�OLWWOH�FKLOG�FDQQRW�NQRZ�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�´�³7KHQ�ZK\�´�VKH�
UHSOLHG��³GLG�3DXO�ZULWH�WR�7LPRWK\��µ)URP�D�FKLOG�WKRX�KDVW�NQRZQ�WKH�KRO\�6FULSWXUHV¶"´ 
 
6XUHO\�WKHUH�ZDV�VRPH�ZD\�WR�JHW�WKH�EHVW�RI�WKLV�\RXQJ�XSVWDUW��6DLG�WKH�SULHVW��³7LPRWK\�ZDV�EHLQJ�WUDLQHG�
E\�WKH�FKXUFK�DXWKRULWLHV�´�³1R��VLU�´�VDLG�WKH�JLUO��³KH�ZDV�WDXJKW�E\�KLV�PRWKHU�DQG�KLV�JUDQGPRWKHU��$W�OHDVW��
WKDW� LV�ZKDW�3DXO�VDLG�´�7KH�SULHVW� WXUQHG�DZD\��DQG�VRPHRQH�VDLG�WKH\�KHDUG�KLP�PXPEOH�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�
³VKH�NQHZ�HQRXJK�WR�SRLVRQ�D�ZKROH�SDULVK�´� 
 
'R�\RX�VHH�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�VHHLQJ�WKDW�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�ERWK�WDXJKW�DW�KRPH�DQG�LQ�WKH�%LEOH�FODVVHV"�7LP�
RWK\�EHFDPH�D�FRPSDQLRQ�RI�WKH�$SRVWOH�3DXO�DQG�ODWHU�ZDV�OHIW�LQ�(SKHVXV�WR�SUHDFK�DQG�WHDFK�WKH�*RVSHO����
7LP��������+H�ZDV�ODWHU�D�VXSSRUW�IRU�3DXO�ZKHQ�KH�VSHQW�KLV�ODVW�GD\V�LQ�D�5RPDQ�SULVRQ����7LP�����-�����+H��
DV�D�ORYHG�VRQ�LQ�WKH�*RVSHO��GLG�PXFK�WR�KHOS�3DXO�DQG�RWKHUV�WR�VSUHDG�WKH�*RVSHO�WR�WKH�NQRZQ�ZRUOG��$OO�
WKLV�EHFDXVH�D�JUDQGPRWKHU�DQG�PRWKHU�WRRN�WKH�WLPH�WR�WHDFK�KLP�WKH�6FULSWXUHV� 
 
:KDW�ZLOO�\RXU�FKLOG�EHFRPH"�$�JRGO\�ZLIH��D�*RVSHO�SUHDFKHU��DQ�HOGHU��D�GHDFRQ��RU�MXVW�VLPSO\�D�IDLWKIXO�
PHPEHU�RI�D�ORFDO�FRQJUHJDWLRQ��,W�LV�XS�WR�\RX��DV�SDUHQWV��WR�WUDLQ�WKHP�LQ�WKH�IHDU�DQG�ORYH�RI�WKH�/RUG��7KH�
5HPLQGHU��1RUWKVLGH�FKXUFK�RI�&KULVW��+LOOVERUR��2+��-XO\��������� 
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%\�$QG\�%UHQWRQ 

 
6RPHWLPHV�,�JHW�UHDO�EXV\��LQ�IDFW��WRR�EXV\��'R�\RX�KDYH�WKDW�SUREOHP"�,¶P�RIWHQ�VR�HQJURVVHG�LQ�P\�GDLO\�
ODERUV��ZKLFK�QHYHU�VHHP�WR�EH�ILQLVKHG��WKDW�,�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WLPH�WR�³VWRS�DQG�VPHOO�WKH�URVHV�´�WR�HQMR\�WKH�JRRG�
WKLQJV�RI�*RG��DQG�WR�WDNH�LQWR�DFFRXQW�WKH�PDQ\�DQG�YDULHG�EOHVVLQJV�WKDW�+H�KDV�VR�JUDFLRXVO\�EHVWRZHG�XS�
RQ�PH��7KDW¶V�WRR�EXV\� 
 
6RORPRQ�ZHOO�VDLG��³+HUH�LV�ZKDW�,�KDYH�VHHQ�WR�EH�JRRG�DQG�ILWWLQJ��WR�HDW��WR�GULQN�DQG�HQMR\�RQHVHOI�LQ�DOO�
RQH¶V�ODERU�LQ�ZKLFK�KH�WRLOV�XQGHU�WKH�VXQ�GXULQJ�WKH�IHZ�\HDUV�RI�KLV�OLIH�ZKLFK�*RG�KDV�JLYHQ�KLP��IRU�
WKLV�LV�KLV�UHZDUG´��(FFO���������6RORPRQ¶V�DGYLFH�LV�WR�QHYHU�EHFRPH�VR�EXV\�WKDW�ZH�KDYHQ¶W�WKH�WLPH�WR�HQ�
MR\�WKH�JRRG�WKLQJV�LQ�OLIH� 
� 
³&RXQW�\RXU�PDQ\�EOHVVLQJV���QDPH�WKHP�RQH�E\�RQH�´�7U\�VRPHWLPH�WR�FDWDORJXH�\RXU�EOHVVLQJV��6XFK�LV�EXW�
DQ�H[HUFLVH�LQ�IXWLOLW\��DQ�LPSRVVLEOH�WDVN�–�IRU�*RG�KDV�JLYHQ�XV�VR�PXFK��-XVW�WKH�EOHVVLQJ�RI�OLIH�LWVHOI�–�RI�
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EHLQJ�DOLYH��RI�OLYLQJ��RI�EHLQJ�FUHDWHG�LQ�+LV�LPDJH�DQG�LQ�SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�DQ�HWHUQDO�VRXO�WKDW�ZLOO�OLYH�RQ�ZKHQ�
WKLV�ERG\�ZHDUV�RXW�LV�DQ�LPPHDVXUDEOH�JLIW��/HW�XV�QHYHU�EHFRPH�VR�EXV\�WKDW�ZH�WDNH�OLIH�IRU�JUDQWHG�RU�IDLO�
LQ�RXU�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�E\�QRW�OLYLQJ�OLIH�WR�WKH�IXOOHVW��$QG�PD\�ZH�DOZD\V�EH�DZDUH�RI�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�TXDOLW\�
OLIH��WKH�ULFK�OLIH��WKH�DEXQGDQW�OLIH�EHJLQV�ZLWK�-HVXV�&KULVW� 
  
 
 

 
³7+(�)$,7+´ 
%\�'DYLG�'DQQ 

 
7KH�DSRVWOH�3DXO�ZULWHV��³7KHUH�LV�RQH�ERG\�DQG�RQH�6SLULW��MXVW�DV�\RX�ZHUH�FDOOHG�LQ�RQH�KRSH�RI�\RXU�FDOO�
LQJ��RQH�/RUG��RQH�IDLWK��RQH�EDSWLVP��RQH�*RG�DQG�)DWKHU�RI�DOO��ZKR�LV�DERYH�DOO��DQG�WKURXJK�DOO��DQG�LQ�
\RX�DOO´��(SK�����-���1.-9�� 
 
:KLOH�WKH�WHUP�³IDLWK´�LV�RIWHQ�XVHG�LQ�6FULSWXUH�WR�UHIHU�WR�SHUVRQDO�EHOLHI�RU�FRQYLFWLRQ�WKDW�VRPHWKLQJ�LV�WUXH��
³IDLWK´� LV�DOVR�XVHG� LQ�DQRWKHU� VHQVH��:KHQ�3DXO� VSHDNV�RI� WKH�³RQH� IDLWK´�KH� LV� UHIHUULQJ� WR� WKH�JRVSHO�RI�
&KULVW�ZKLFK�LV�WKH�RQH�ERG\�RI�LQVWUXFWLRQ�JLYHQ�E\�*RG�WKURXJK�ZKLFK�VLQQHUV�PD\�EH�VDYHG� 
 
:KDW�GRHV�WKH�%LEOH�VD\�DERXW�³WKH�IDLWK´"�$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�/RUG¶V�LQVSLUHG�VSRNHVPHQ��WKH�IDLWK� 
 
���0XVW�EH�SUHDFKHG��3DXO�LQIRUPHG�WKH�FKXUFKHV�RI�*DODWLD�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�HYHQWV�IROORZLQJ�KLV�FRQYHUVLRQ��
VD\LQJ��³$QG�,�ZDV�XQNQRZQ�E\�IDFH�WR�WKH�FKXUFKHV�RI�-XGHD�ZKLFK�ZHUH�LQ�&KULVW��%XW�WKH\�ZHUH�KHDULQJ�
RQO\��µ+H�ZKR�IRUPHUO\�SHUVHFXWHG�XV�QRZ�SUHDFKHV�WKH�IDLWK�ZKLFK�KH�RQFH�WULHG�WR�GHVWUR\¶´��*DO���������
3DXO�KDG�JRQH�IURP�EHLQJ�LQWHQW�RQ�HUDGLFDWLQJ�WKH�JRVSHO�WR�EHFRPLQJ�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�IHUYHQW�SURPRWHUV�RI�
WKH�JRVSHO��³7KH�IDLWK´�LV�D�V\VWHP�RI�WHDFKLQJ�WKDW�PXVW�EH�SUHDFKHG�VR�WKDW�SHRSOH�FDQ�KHDU�DQG�EHOLHYH�WKH�
PHVVDJH�RI�VDOYDWLRQ�LQ�&KULVW��FI��5RP��������������� 
 
���0XVW�EH�REH\HG��:LWK�UHJDUG�WR�WKH�HDUO\�SUHDFKLQJ�RI�WKH�JRVSHO�LQ�-HUXVDOHP��WKH�%LEOH�VD\V��³7KHQ�WKH�
ZRUG�RI�*RG�VSUHDG��DQG�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�WKH�GLVFLSOHV�PXOWLSOLHG�JUHDWO\�LQ�-HUXVDOHP��DQG�D�JUHDW�PDQ\�RI�
WKH�SULHVWV�ZHUH�REHGLHQW�WR�WKH�IDLWK´��$FWV�������:KLOH�³WKH�IDLWK´�LV�WR�EH�KHDUG�DQG�DFFHSWHG�DV�WUXH��LW�DOVR�
FRQWDLQV�LQVWUXFWLRQ�WKDW�LV�WR�EH�REH\HG��7KRVH�ZKR�EHOLHYH�³WKH�IDLWK´�PXVW�DOVR�UHSHQW�RI�WKHLU�VLQV�DQG�EH�
EDSWL]HG�LQWR�&KULVW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�UHFHLYH�IRUJLYHQHVV�DQG�VDOYDWLRQ��FI������-���������³7KH�IDLWK´�ZLOO�QHYHU�VDYH�
DQ\RQH�E\�IDLWK�DORQH��6LQQHUV�PXVW�UHQGHU�³REHGLHQFH� WR� WKH� IDLWK´� LQ�RUGHU�WR�KDYH�HWHUQDO�OLIH��5RP�������
������� 
 
���0XVW�EH�GHIHQGHG��-XGH�ZURWH�WR�KLV�IHOORZ�&KULVWLDQV��VD\LQJ��³%HORYHG��ZKLOH�,�ZDV�YHU\�GLOLJHQW�WR�ZULWH�
WR�\RX�FRQFHUQLQJ�RXU�FRPPRQ�VDOYDWLRQ��,�IRXQG�LW�QHFHVVDU\�WR�ZULWH�WR�\RX�H[KRUWLQJ�\RX�WR�FRQWHQG�HDU�
QHVWO\�IRU�WKH�IDLWK�ZKLFK�ZDV�RQFH�IRU�DOO�GHOLYHUHG�WR�WKH�VDLQWV´��-XGH�����7KH�JRVSHO�RI�&KULVW�LV�FRQVWDQWO\�
XQGHU�DWWDFN�E\�WKRVH�ZKR�UHMHFW�+LV�ORUGVKLS��UHIXVH�WR�EHOLHYH�LQ�+LV�UHVXUUHFWLRQ��RU�GLVOLNH�WKH�ERXQGDULHV�RI�
+LV�PRUDO�LQVWUXFWLRQ��7KHUH�DUH�WKRVH�ZKR�³GHSDUW�IURP�WKH�IDLWK´����7LP��������WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�³GHQLHG�WKH�
IDLWK´��������DQG�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�³VWUD\HG�IURP�WKH�IDLWK´���������)DLWKIXO�IROORZHUV�RI�&KULVW�PXVW�EH�UHDG\�
DQG�ZLOOLQJ�WR�GHIHQG�WKH�IDLWK�DJDLQVW�WKH�DWWDFNV�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�XQJRGO\�DQG�XQEHOLHYLQJ� 
 
&RQFOXVLRQ 
 
,I�\RX�KDYH�EHOLHYHG�WKH�JRVSHO��KDYH�UHSHQWHG�RI�\RXU�VLQV��DQG�KDYH�EHHQ�EDSWL]HG�LQWR�&KULVW�WKHQ�\RX�DUH�
DVVXUHG�RI�HWHUQDO�VDOYDWLRQ�³LI�LQGHHG�\RX�FRQWLQXH�LQ�WKH�IDLWK��JURXQGHG�DQG�VWHDGIDVW��DQG�DUH�QRW�PRYHG�
DZD\�IURP�WKH�KRSH�RI�WKH�JRVSHO�ZKLFK�\RX�KHDUG´��&RO���������'RQ¶W�DOORZ�\RXUVHOI�WR�EH�QXPEHUHG�DPRQJ�
WKRVH�ZKR�³FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�IDLWK�KDYH�VXIIHUHG�VKLSZUHFN´����7LP���������,QVWHDG��³([DPLQH�\RXUVHOYHV�DV�WR�
ZKHWKHU�\RX�DUH�LQ�WKH�IDLWK´����&RU��������DQG��³:DWFK��VWDQG�IDVW�LQ�WKH�IDLWK��EH�EUDYH��EH�VWURQJ´����&RU��
��������(WHUQDO�OLIH�ZLOO�EH�WKH�RXWFRPH�IRU�DOO�ZKR�KDYH�³NHSW�WKH�IDLWK´����7LP������� 


