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“THINK ON THESE THINGS”

Philippians 4:8

What Hinders You from Being Baptized?
By Joe R. Price

The Ethiopian learned about water baptism when Philip taught him the gospel of Jesus: “Then Philp opened his
mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him. Now as they went down the road, they came to
some water. And the eunuch said, ‘See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?’” (Acts 8:35-36)
He immediately affirmed his faith “that Jesus Christ is the Son of God” (Acts 8:37). He was promptly baptized by
Philip, and his sins were removed. He was saved (Acts 8:38; 2:37-38, 40-41). Nothing hindered him from being
baptized.

What hinders you from being baptized?

1. Some are hindered from being baptized because they have not heard the gospel. Like the Ethiopian, faith is
established in the heart when one hears the gospel, and is convicted by it (Rom. 10:13-17, Acts 2:37). Therefore,
infants and small children, who do not have the capacity comprehending the gospel (and who are sinless), are not
subjects of water baptism. Infant baptism is not Bible baptism; it is man’s feeble, false attempt to improve on God’s
perfect model of redemption (Mk. 16:15-16).

2. Some are hindered from being baptized by real or perceived inconveniences. “The water is too cold;” “My
friends or family cannot be present;” “It is too late, or too far, to go to the water now,” etc. By contrast, the Philip-
pian jailer and his house were immediately baptized “the same hour of the night” when they believed in Christ
(Acts 16:33). This is the right attitude of one who is ready for baptism.

3. Some are hindered from being baptized because they think their life is too busy to become a Christian.
Like governor Felix, they wait for a more “convenient time” to be saved and to live for Jesus. They look to tomor-
row, which never comes (Lk. 12:20). Today is the day of salvation (2 Cor. 6:2).

4. Some are hindered from being baptized because they think it will condemn their loved ones. This misdi-
rection is the devil’s deception. Your sin condemns you; nobody else. And, your gospel obedience saves you; no-
body else. Your obedience does not condemn anyone. We each stand responsible and accountable to God for our-
selves, and God will righteously judge every person (Ezek. 18:20; 2 Cor. 5:10). You must obey the gospel for your
own salvation, not hindered by what others did or did not do.

5. Some are hindered by threats from unbelievers. Pressure applied by family, friends, cultures, governments
and others, can deter some from obeying God rather than men. But, Jesus demands that we fear God more than men
(Matt. 10:28).

When these reasons are used to delay, or to refuse being baptized, they are not the real hindrance. The true culprit
in each case is a lack of genuine faith. Where faith exists, nothing hinders one from promptly and fully obeying
Jesus Christ (1 Jn. 5:3-4). Instead of being hindered by unbelief, put your full trust in the Lord Jesus. Come to
Christ in full faith, repent of your sins, confess your faith in Him, and be baptized (Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:38; Rom.
10:9-10). Do this, and Christ will save you. “And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash
away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts 22:16). — The Spirit’s Sword, January 14, 2018. B

“In Christ”
By Kyle Pope

The Bible teaches us some wonderful blessings that are available to those who are “in Christ.”” Let us consider a




list of these blessings.

Redemption (Rom. 3:24)

Life from the Dead (Rom. 6:11)
Eternal Life (Rom. 6:23)

No Condemnation (Rom. 8:1)
Freedom from the Law of Sin & Death (Rom. 8:2)
The Love of God (Rom. 8:39)

One Body (Rom. 12:5)
Sanctification (1 Cor. 1:2)

Hope (1 Cor. 15:19)

Triumph (2 Cor. 2:14)

Removal of the Veil (2 Cor. 3:14)

A new creation (2 Cor. 5:17)
Reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:19)
Simplicity (2 Cor. 11:3)

Liberty (Gal. 2:4)

Justification (Gal. 2:16)

The blessing of Abraham (Gal. 3:14)
Sonship (Gal. 3:26)

Unity (Gal. 3:28)

Every spiritual blessing (Eph. 1:3)
Kindness (Eph. 2:7)

Nearness to God (Eph. 2:13)
Partakers of the promise (Eph.3:6)
Consolation (Phil. 2:1)
Righteousness through faith (Phil. 3:9)
Perfection (Col. 1:28)

Faith & Love (1 Tim. 1:14)

The promise of life (2 Tim. 1:1)
Grace (2 Tim. 1:9; 2:1)

Salvation (2 Tim. 2:10)

Salvation through faith (2 Tim. 3:15)

The only question that remains is how does one get into Christ? Romans 6:3 teaches that one is “baptized into
Christ.” Galatians 3:27 teaches that in baptism one may put on Christ. Are you in Christ? B
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Raised Before Buried?
By Ronny E. Hinds

I have asked this question before, but I want to ask it again. Did Jesus’ resurrection occur before He was buried?
Before you think I have completely lost all sense of sanity, you need to understand that millions of people, maybe
even you, appear to believe that is what happened. Let me explain.

Romans 6:4 says, “Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised
firom the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” Note the comparison
between Christ and us. “That just as Christ... even so we also.” What happened to Christ? “Raised from the
dead.” What parallels that for us? “Walk in newness of life.” What events preceded those? For Christ - His burial.
For us - baptism. Now if we can have “newness of life” before baptism, as many teach and believe, then, to
maintain the parallel, you must believe Christ was raised before He was buried.

Absurd,” you say. | know! That is why I teach baptism is essential to be saved, to become a Christian. B
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