
“Think On These Things” 
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Philippians 4:8 

5HYHUHQFH�LQ�:RUVKLS 
%\�5�-��(YDQV 

 
³*RG�LV�JUHDWO\�WR�EH�IHDUHG�LQ�WKH�DVVHPEO\�RI�WKH�VDLQWV��$QG�WR�EH�KHOG�LQ�UHYHUHQFH�E\�DOO� WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�
DURXQG�+LP´��3VD���������2QH�RI�WKH�PRVW�YLWDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�OHVVRQV�WR�EH�OHDUQHG�LQ�WKH�FKXUFK�WRGD\�LV�WKDW�RI�
UHYHUHQFH�� ³5HYHUHQFH´�PHDQV� ³SURIRXQG� UHVSHFW�� DIIHFWLRQ�� YHQHUDWLRQ´� �:HEVWHU���:RUVKLS� LV� QRW� DQ� DFFL�
GHQWDO��KLW�RU�PLVV�H[HUFLVH��,W�LV�D�KRO\�SULYLOHJH�LQYROYLQJ�SUHSDUDWLRQ��FRQFHQWUDWLRQ��FRQVHFUDWLRQ��DQG�PHGLWD�
WLRQ��*RG�UHTXLUHG�UHYHUHQFH�GXULQJ�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�WLPHV��([��������/LNHZLVH��+H�UHTXLUHV�IHDU�DQG�UHYHUHQFH�RI�
1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�&KULVWLDQV�WRGD\��³7KHUHIRUH��VLQFH�ZH�DUH�UHFHLYLQJ�D�NLQJGRP�ZKLFK�FDQQRW�EH�VKDNHQ��OHW�
XV�KDYH�JUDFH��E\�ZKLFK�ZH�PD\�VHUYH�*RG�DFFHSWDEO\�ZLWK�UHYHUHQFH�DQG�JRGO\�IHDU��)RU�RXU�*RG�LV�D�FRQ�
VXPLQJ�ILUH´��+HE�������-�����+RZ�FDQ�ZH�³VHUYH�*RG�DFFHSWDEO\�ZLWK�UHYHUHQFH�DQG�JRGO\�IHDU´�LQ�RXU�ZRU�
VKLS�VHUYLFHV" 
 
���%\�HQWHULQJ�LQWR�WKH�ZRUVKLS�ZLWK�MR\�DQG�JODGQHVV��³,�ZDV�JODG�ZKHQ�WKH\�VDLG�WR�PH�µ/HW�XV�JR�LQWR�WKH�
KRXVH�RI�WKH�/RUG¶´��3VD����������:H��WRR��VKRXOG�FRPH�WR�WKH�ZRUVKLS�VHUYLFHV�ZLWK�MR\�DQG�JODGQHVV�RI�KHDUW��
7KH�VRQJ� OHDGHU� LV� UHDG\�DQG�SUHSDUHG� WR�VLQJ�� WKH�SUHDFKHU� LV� UHDG\�DQG�SUHSDUHG� WR�SUHDFK��DQG�DOO� WKH�ZRU�
VKLSHUV�DUH�UHDG\�DQG�SUHSDUHG�WR�ZRUVKLS��/HW�DOO�ZRUVKLS�*RG�MR\IXOO\�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�UHYHUHQFH�DQG�*RGO\�IHDU� 
 
���%\�EHLQJ�VLOHQW��³%XW�WKH�/RUG�LV�LQ�+LV�KRO\�WHPSOH��/HW�DOO�WKH�HDUWK�NHHS�VLOHQFH�EHIRUH�+LP´��+DE���������
6LOHQFH�LV�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�ZD\�RI�VKRZLQJ�UHVSHFW��0RVW�RI�XV�KDYH�EHHQ�LQ�D�VWDGLXP�ZKHQ��RXW�RI�UHVSHFW�IRU�SHR�
SOH�ZKR�KDG� ORVW� WKHLU� OLYHV��³D�PRPHQW�RI�VLOHQFH´�ZDV�REVHUYHG� LQ� WKHLU�PHPRU\�DV�D�PHDQV�RI�VKRZLQJ�UH�
VSHFW��6LOHQFH�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�WKH�GHDG�DW�D�IXQHUDO�LQGLFDWHV�UHVSHFW�IRU�WKH�RFFDVLRQ�DQG�IRU�WKH�GHFHDVHG�SHU�
VRQ�DQG�KLV� IDPLO\�� ,W�VHHPV�WR�KHOS�E\�KDYLQJ�D�IHZ�PRPHQWV�RI�VLOHQFH� MXVW�EHIRUH�RXU�ZRUVKLS�EHJLQV�� ,W� LV�
JRRG�WR�IRUP�WKH�KDELW�RI�EHLQJ�VHDWHG�D�IHZ�PRPHQWV�EHIRUH�LW�LV�WLPH�WR�VWDUW�WKH�VHUYLFH��EHLQJ�VLOHQW�DQG�SUH�
SDULQJ�RXU�PLQGV�DQG�KHDUWV�WR�EH�UHDG\�IRU�UHYHUHQW�ZRUVKLS��,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�SDUHQWV�WR�WHDFK�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�VR�
WKDW�WKH\�OHDUQ�WR�EH�VLOHQW�GXULQJ�ZRUVKLS�� 
 
��� %\� EHLQJ� RUGHUO\��&KULVWLDQV� DUH� FRPPDQGHG� WR�³/HW� DOO� WKLQJV� EH� GRQH� GHFHQWO\� DQG� LQ� RUGHU´� ���&RU��
��������7KLV�DSSOLHV�WR�ZRUVKLS��:KLOH�ZRUVKLS�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�VR�ULWXDOL]HG�DV�WR�GHVWUR\�WKH�YHU\�VLPSOLFLW\�DQG�
VSLULW�RI�RXU�ZRUVKLS��-Q���������WKHUH�VKRXOG�EH�HQRXJK�RUGHUOLQHVV�WR�PDLQWDLQ�UHYHUHQFH��7KDW�LV�ZK\�ZH�KDYH�
DVVLJQPHQWV�JLYHQ�DKHDG�RI�WLPH�WR�HOLPLQDWH�DQ\�FRQIXVLRQ�DV�WR�ZKDW�PHQ�DUH�WDNLQJ�SDUW�LQ�OHDGLQJ�WKH�ZRU�
VKLS��2XU�RYHUDOO�GHPHDQRU�LQ�ZRUVKLS�VKRXOG�PDQLIHVW�UHVSHFW��:K\�GR�ZH�VWDQG�ZKHQ�D�EULGH�ZDONV�GRZQ�WKH�
LVOH�RU�ZKHQ�D�MXGJH�HQWHUV�WKH�FRXUWURRP"�7R�VKRZ�UHVSHFW��7UXO\��LW�LV�WR�EH�D�VSHFLDO��VHULRXV��UHIOHFWLYH��UH�
VSHFWIXO��UHYHUHQW�SHULRG�ZKHQ�ZH�FRPH�WR�ZRUVKLS�*RG�$OPLJKW\��7KHUH�DUH�RWKHU�ZD\V�WKDW�LQGLFDWH�UHVSHFW�IRU�
*RG�DQG�WKH�RFFDVLRQ�ZKHQ�ZH�FRPH�WR�ZRUVKLS–RXU�GUHVV��RXU�EHKDYLRU��RXU�GHPHDQRU��RXU�DWWLWXGH��HWF��0D\�
WKLV�EULHI�DUWLFOH�HQFRXUDJH�XV�WR�ZRUVKLS�WKH�/RUG�³LQ�VSLULW�DQG�WUXWK´��-Q���������$QG�LQ�VR�GRLQJ��PD\�ZH�DO�
ZD\V�KDYH�UHYHUHQFH�IRU�+LP� 
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$Q� DQJHO� DSSHDUHG� XQWR� D�PDQ� QDPHG�&RUQHOLXV�� 7KLV� GHYRXW��*RG-IHDULQJ�� DOPV-JLYLQJ�PDQ�ZDV� SUD\LQJ� WR�
*RG�–�DV�ZDV�KLV�FXVWRP�–�ZKHQ�DQ�DQJHO�RI�*RG�DSSHDUHG�WR�KLP�LQ�D�YLVLRQ���<RX�FDQ�UHDG�LW�IRU�\RXUVHOI�–�
$FWV����� 
$FFRUGLQJ� WR� SRSXODU� FRQFHSWLRQV� WKLV� FRXOG�PHDQ�KDOOXFLQDWLRQV�� ODWWHU-GD\� UHYHODWLRQV�� RU� VSHFLDO� GLYLQH� DS�
SRLQWPHQW��$Q�HYHQ�JUHDWHU�QXPEHU�ZRXOG�VD\�WKLV�SURYHG�WKDW�&RUQHOLXV�ZDV�VDYHG�IURP�KLV�VLQV�–�KDG�H[SHUL�
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HQFHG�D�³ZRUN�RI�JUDFH�´�,�KDYH�KHDUG�RI�SHRSOH�³YRWHG�LQWR�WKH�FKXUFK´�RQ�IDU�OHVV�HYLGHQFH��%XW�WKH�DQJHO�ZDV�
QRQH�RI�WKHVH�WKLQJV�WR�&RUQHOLXV� 
 
7KH�DQJHO�WROG�&RUQHOLXV�WR�VHQG�IRU�3HWHU��ZKR�VKDOO�³WHOO�WKHH�ZKDW�WKRX�RXJKWHVW�WR�GR�´�RU�³WHOO�WKHH�ZRUGV��
ZKHUHE\� WKRX� DQG� DOO� WK\� KRXVH� VKDOO� EH� VDYHG´� �6HH�$FWV������II���3UD\HUV�� DOPV�� DQG�GHYRXWQHVV�QRWZLWK�
VWDQGLQJ��WKLV�PDQ�VWLOO�QHHGHG�WR�EH�VDYHG��&KULVWLDQLW\�LV�IDU�PRUH�WKDQ�JRRG�FLWL]HQVKLS��PRUDO�XSULJKWQHVV��RU�
HYHQ�UHVSHFW�IRU�*RG��$�&KULVWLDQ�KDV�DOO�RI�WKLV��DQG�PRUH��EXW�WKHVH�WKLQJV�DUH�IRXQG�DPRQJ�PDQ\�ZKR�KDYH�
QRW�\HW�EHFRPH�IROORZHUV�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW�DQG�KHQFH�KDYH�QHLWKHU�VDOYDWLRQ�IURP�SDVW�VLQV�QRU�KRSH�IRU�+HDYHQ��
7KLV�OHVVRQ�LV�HVSHFLDOO\�QHHGHG�E\�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�SODFHG�WKHLU�KRSH�IRU�+HDYHQ�LQ�WKH�³*UHDW�$UFKLWHFW´�DQG�
ZHOIDUH�ZRUN�RI�D�ORGJH� 
 
%XW�ZK\�VHQG�IRU�3HWHU"�&RXOG�QRW�WKH�DQJHO�WHOO�&RUQHOLXV�DOO�KH�QHHGHG�WR�NQRZ"�2U�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�–�GLG�QRW�
WKLV�PLUDFXORXV�RXW-SRXULQJ�GR�DOO� WKDW� VKRXOG�EH�GRQH� IRU�KLP"�:KHQ�3HWHU�EHJDQ� WR�VSHDN� �������� WKH�+RO\�
6SLULW�ZDV�LQGHHG�SRXUHG�RXW�XSRQ�WKHVH�*HQWLOHV�–�D�PDUYHORXV�WKLQJ�IRU�3HWHU�DQG�WKRVH�-HZV�ZLWK�KLP�WR�EH�
KROG��8QWLO�UHFHQWO\�WKH\�KDG�WKRXJKW�WKH�JRVSHO�ZDV�IRU�-HZV�RQO\��6HH�$FWV�����-������-��������-����,W�WRRN�WKLV�
GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�RI�GLYLQH�DFFHSWDQFH��DV�VXEMHFWV�RI�WKH�JRVSHO��WR�FRQYLQFH�WKH�-HZV�WKDW�WKH�JRVSHO�ZDV�IRU�DOO�
QDWLRQV��$FWV������II�������II�� 
 
%XW�QRZ�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�SURYHQ�SURSHU�VXEMHFWV�RI�WKH�JRVSHO��WKHUH�UHPDLQHG�WKH�WDVN�RI�SUHDFKLQJ�WR�WKHP��DQG�
XUJLQJ�WKRVH�ZKR�ZRXOG��WR�REH\��3HRSOH�PXVW�EH�WDXJKW�RI�*RG��VR�WKH\�PD\�KHDU��OHDUQ�DQG�FRPH��-Q���������
:H�GUDZ�QLJK�WR�*RG�WKURXJK�WKH�ZRUG�RI�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ����&RU������II�� 
 
:KDW� WKH�DQJHO�RU�+RO\�6SLULW�FRXOG�GR�ZDV�KHGJHG�DERXW�E\�GLYLQH� UHJXODWLRQV��*RG�KDG�SODFHG�+LV� WUXWK� LQ�
³HDUWKHQ�YHVVHOV´����&RU�������WKDW�LWV�GLYLQH�RULJLQ�PLJKW�EH�WKH�PRUH�DSSDUHQW��,W�ZDV�QRW�+LV�ZLOO�WKHQ�RU�QRZ�
WKDW�KHDYHQO\�PHVVHQJHUV�GHOLYHU�WKH�VWRU\�RI�VDOYDWLRQ�WR�WKH�ZRUOG��,W�ZDV�³RQFH�IRU�DOO´�GHOLYHUHG�WR�LQVSLUHG�
PHQ��DQG�WKURXJK�WKHP�WR�WKH�ZULWWHQ�IRUP�LQ�ZKLFK�ZH�QRZ�ILQG�LW��-XGH����(SK�����II����3HW������II���3HWHU�GLG�
H[DFWO\�ZKDW�*RG�LQWHQGHG�KH�VKRXOG�GR��KH�WKHQ�SUHDFKHG�WKH�JRRG�QHZV�RI�&KULVW�WR�&RUQHOLXV�DQG�KLV�KRXVH�
KROG��DQG�EDSWL]HG�WKRVH�ZKR�JODGO\�UHFHLYHG�WKH�ZRUG��1RWH��+H�FRPPDQGHG�WKHP�WR�EH�³EDSWL]HG�LQ�WKH�QDPH�
RI�WKH�/RUG´��$FWV�������� 
 
&RUQHOLXV�ZDV�QRW�VDYHG�–�ZDV�QRW�D�&KULVWLDQ�–�XQWLO�KH�KHDUG��EHOLHYHG�DQG�REH\HG�WKH�JRVSHO�RI�&KULVW� 
 
 
 

:RUGV�%\�:KLFK�<RX�:LOO�%H�6DYHG 
%\�-RH�5��3ULFH 

 
³$QG�KH�WROG�XV�KRZ�KH�KDG�VHHQ�DQ�DQJHO�VWDQGLQJ�LQ�KLV�KRXVH��ZKR�VDLG�WR�KLP��µ6HQG�PHQ�WR�-RSSD��DQG�
FDOO�IRU�6LPRQ�ZKRVH�VXUQDPH�LV�3HWHU�����ZKR�ZLOO�WHOO�\RX�ZRUGV�E\�ZKLFK�\RX�DQG�DOO�\RXU�KRXVHKROG�ZLOO�
EH�VDYHG¶´��$FWV������–����1.-9�� 
 
0DQ\�ZHOO-PHDQLQJ�SHRSOH�KDYH�EHHQ�GHFHLYHG�WR�EHOLHYH�WKHLU�VDOYDWLRQ�GHSHQGV�RQ�D�VXSHUQDWXUDO�H[SHULHQFH�–�
SHUKDSV�LW¶V�VSHDNLQJ�LQ�WRQJXHV��SHUKDSV�LW¶V�D�YLVLRQ��SHUKDSV�LW¶V�D�ZDUP�EXUQLQJ�LQVLGH�WKH\� LQWHUSUHW�DV�WKH�
+RO\�6SLULW� FRQILUPLQJ� WKH� WUXWK�RI� WKHLU� FRQYHUVLRQ�–� QRQH�RI�ZKLFK� DUH� WDXJKW� LQ� WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW� DV� WKH�
PHDQV�RU�WKH�EDVLV�RI�RQH¶V�VDOYDWLRQ��3HWHU¶V�UHKHDUVDO�RI�WKH�HYHQWV�DW�WKH�KRXVH�RI�&RUQHOLXV�KHOSV�XV�XQGHU�
VWDQG�WKH�ZD\�*RG�VDYHV�WKH�ORVW��&RUQHOLXV�ZDV�D�PRUDO��UHOLJLRXV��FKDULWDEOH�PDQ�RI�JRRG�UHSXWDWLRQ��\HW�ORVW�
�$FWV��������-���������������$Q�DQJHO�YLVLWHG�KLP�� LQVWUXFWLQJ�KLP� WR� VHQG� IRU�3HWHU� WR�KHDU�ZRUGV� IURP�KLP��
ZKLFK�KH�GLG��$FWV�����-���������-�����:KLOH�GRLQJ�VR��WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�PLUDFXORXVO\�FRQILUPHG�WKDW�*HQWLOHV�FDQ�
EH�VDYHG�MXVW�OLNH�-HZV��$FWV������-������-���������-�����:LWK�WKDW��3HWHU�³FRPPDQGHG�WKHP�WR�EH�EDSWL]HG�LQ�
WKH� QDPH� RI� WKH� /RUG´� �$FWV� ��������7KLV� FRQYLQFHG� WKH� -HZLVK�&KULVWLDQV� LQ� -HUXVDOHP� WKDW�³*RG� KDV� DOVR�
JUDQWHG� WR� WKH�*HQWLOHV� UHSHQWDQFH� WR� OLIH´� �$FWV������������-�����,W�RXJKW�WR�FRQYLQFH�XV�� WRR��*RG¶V�ZD\�WR�
VDOYDWLRQ�LV�KHDULQJ�DQG�EHOLHYLQJ�WKH�JRVSHO��FRQIHVVLQJ�IDLWK��UHSHQWLQJ�RI�VLQV��DQG�EHLQJ�EDSWL]HG�WR�EH�VDYHG�
�0N�������-����$FWV�����-���������–�6ZRUG�7LSV��-XQH��������� 


