
“Think On These Things” 
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Philippians 4:8 

³HYHU\�RQH�RI�\RX´ 
 

*LYLQJ�JUXGJLQJO\�RU� WKH�ODFN�RI�JLYLQJ�DW�DOO� WR� WKH�/RUG¶V�ZRUN�LV�D�FRPPRQ�SUREOHP�DPRQJ�VRPH�RI� WKH�
/RUG¶V�SHRSOH��6RPH�VHHP�WR�WKLQN�\RX�VKRXOG�JLYH�RQO\�LI�\RX�KDYH�VRPH�H[WUD�IXQGV��6RPH�KDYH�WKH�LGHD�
WKDW� WKH� ³ZHOO-RII´� EUHWKUHQ� DUH� WR� GR� WKH� JLYLQJ�� 6RPH� KDYH� WKH� LGHD� WKDW� JLYLQJ� LV� QHFHVVDU\� RQO\� RQ� WKH�
/RUG¶V�GD\�WKDW�LV�QHDU�WKHLU�SD\�GD\��FODLPLQJ�WKDW�LI�\RX�RQO\�JHW�SDLG�RQFH�D�PRQWK��WKHQ�\RX�VKRXOG�EH�H[�
SHFWHG�WR�JLYH�RQO\�RQFH�D�PRQWK��6RPH�KDYH�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�LI�\RX�VXIIHU�D�MRE�ORVV�RU�VRPH�ILQDQFLDO�GLIILFXOW\�
\RX�DUH�H[FXVHG�IURP�JLYLQJ�DOO�WRJHWKHU��%XW��ZKDW�GR�WKH�VFULSWXUHV�WHDFK�DERXW�JLYLQJ"�$UH�WKH�DERYH�VWDWHG�
LGHDV�JRRG�UHDVRQV�RU�DUH�WKH\�MXVW�H[FXVHV�VRPH�PDNH�EHFDXVH�RI�WKHLU�ODFN�RI�ORYH�IRU�*RG��WKH�FKXUFK�DQG�
EUHWKUHQ�LQ�QHHG"�:KLFK" 
 
,Q���&RULQWKLDQV�����-�� WKH�DSRVWOH�3DXO�FRPPDQGHG��³1RZ� FRQFHUQLQJ� WKH� FROOHFWLRQ� IRU� WKH� VDLQWV�� DV� ,�
KDYH�JLYHQ�RUGHU�WR�WKH�FKXUFKHV�RI�*DODWLD��HYHQ�VR�GR�\H��8SRQ�WKH�ILUVW�GD\�RI�WKH�ZHHN�OHW�HYHU\�RQH�RI�
\RX�OD\�E\�KLP�LQ�VWRUH��DV�*RG�KDWK�SURVSHUHG�KLP��WKDW�WKHUH�EH�QR�JDWKHULQJV�ZKHQ�,�FRPH�´�,Q�WKLV�SDV�
VDJH�3DXO�JLYHV�WKH�ZK\��WKH�ZKR��WKH�ZKHQ��WKH�ZKHUH��WKH�ZKDW��DQG�WKH�KRZ�PXFK������:K\"�–�IRU�WKH�SRRU�
VDLQWV�DFFRUGLQJ�WKH�'LYLQH�RUGHU��FRPPDQG��RI�WKH�DSRVWOH�3DXO������:KR"�–�³HYHU\�RQH�RI�\RX�´�7KLV�PHDQV�
³HYHU\�RQH�RI�\RX�´�:KHQ�3HWHU�DQG�WKH�DSRVWOHV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�WKH�GD\�RI�3HQWHFRVW�LQ�$FWV����3HWHU�DQVZHUHG�
WKH�-HZV�E\�VD\LQJ��³UHSHQW�DQG�EH�EDSWL]HG�HYHU\�RQH�RI�\RX�IRU�WKH�UHPLVVLRQ�RI�VLQV´��$FWV��������6R��WKH�
:KR�LQ�RXU�WH[W�LQFOXGHG�HYHU\�PHPEHU�LQ�DOO�WKH�FKXUFKHV�RI�*DODWLD�DQG�WKH�FKXUFK�DW�&RULQWK��$QG��LW�LV�WKH�
SDWWHUQ�IRU�DOO�&KULVWLDQV�WRGD\������:KHQ"�–�³RQ�WKH�ILUVW�GD\�RI�WKH�ZHHN�´�³:KHQ´�–�PHDQV�WKH�ILUVW�GD\�RI�
HYHU\�ZHHN�VLQFH�HYHU\�ZHHN�KDV�D�ILUVW�GD\������:KHUH"�–�GXULQJ�WKH�DVVHPEO\�RI�WKH�VDLQWV�RQ�WKH�³ILUVW�GD\�
RI� WKH�ZHHN´�ZKHQ�WKH\�³FRPH�WRJHWKHU´�RQ�WKLV�GD\����&RU��������������������������������+HE����������7KH�
DVVHPEO\�QHFHVVLWDWHG�WKH�VDLQWV�FRPLQJ�WRJHWKHU�³LQWR�RQH�SODFH´����&RU���������������������:KDW"�–�D�SRU�
WLRQ� RI� WKH� SK\VLFDO� EOHVVLQJV� XQGHU� RXU� LQGLYLGXDO� FRQWURO� WKDW� WKH� /RUG� DV� EOHVVHG� XV�ZLWK� �$FWV� ����-����
5RP�������������+RZ�0XFK"�–�³DV�*RG�KDWK�SURVSHUHG�´�7KLV�PHDQV�LQ�SURSRUWLRQ�WR�ZKDW�\RX�KDYH�EHHQ�
EOHVVHG�ZLWK–DQG�³HYHU\�RQH�RI�\RX´�KDYH�EHHQ�EOHVVHG��,Q�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�WKH�VRQJ�ZH�VLQJ�³FRXQW�RXU�PDQ\�
EOHVVLQJV��QDPH�WKHP�RQH�E\�RQH��DQG�LW�ZLOO�VXUSULVH�\RX�ZKDW�WKH�/RUG�KDWK�GRQH´��6RQJ�������–�6RQJV�RI�
)DLWK�DQG�3UDLVH�� 
 
,Q�WKH�ILUVW�SDUDJUDSK�RI�WKLV�VKRUW�DUWLFOH�,�SRVHG�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�–�DUH�WKH�DERYH�VWDWHG�LGHDV�JRRG�UHDVRQV�RU�DUH�
WKH\�H[FXVHV�VRPH�PDNH�EHFDXVH�RI�WKHLU�ODFN�RI�ORYH�IRU�*RG��WKH�FKXUFK�DQG�EUHWKUHQ�LQ�QHHG"� 
 
6LQFH�WKH�WUHDVXU\�RI�WKH�ORFDO�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�LV�WR�EH�XVHG�IRU�WKH�/RUG¶V�ZRUN��WKHQ�IDLOLQJ�WR�JLYH�WR�WKLV�JUHDW�
ZRUN�LV�D�ODFN�RI�ORYH�IRU�*RG��&DVH�LQ�SRLQW��3DXO�XVHG�WKH�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�OLEHUDO�JLYLQJ�RI�WKH�FKXUFKHV�RI�
0DFHGRQLD�ZKHQ�KH�ZURWH�WR�&RULQWK��7KH�0DFHGRQLDQV�ZHUH�H[FHHGLQJO\�SRRU��3DXO�GHVFULEHV�WKHLU�VLWXDWLRQ�
–�³+RZ�WKDW�LQ�D�JUHDW�WULDO�RI�DIIOLFWLRQ�WKH�DEXQGDQFH�RI�WKHLU�MR\�DQG�WKHLU�GHHS�SRYHUW\�DERXQGHG�XQWR�
WKH�ULFKHV�RI�WKHLU�OLEHUDOLW\´����&RU��������1RWLFH�WKDW�3DXO�VDLG�WKH\�JDYH�³LQ�D�JUHDW�WULDO�RU�DIIOLFWLRQ´�EHLQJ�
LQ�³GHHS�SRYHUW\�´�%XW�WKH\�JDYH�OLEHUDOO\�HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKH\�ZHUH�LQ�SRYHUW\�WKHPVHOYHV��$OVR��WKH\�JDYH�MR\�
IXOO\��QRW�PDNLQJ�H[FXVH�RU�EHPRDQLQJ�WKHLU�VLWXDWLRQ�RI�³GHHS�SRYHUW\�´�7KH\�JDYH�DEXQGDQWO\��7KDW�LV��WKHLU�
JLYLQJ�H[FHHGHG�WKH�H[SHFWDWLRQV�RI�WKH�DSRVWOH�KLPVHOI��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��WKH\�JDYH�XQWLO�LW�KXUW��FI��/XNH�����-
����7KH\�ORRNHG�QRW�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ�SRYHUW\��EXW�RQH�WKH�QHHGV�RU�SRYHUW\�RI�RWKHUV��3KLO������� 
 
%XW�WKHUH�LV�D�UHDVRQ�ZK\�WKH�³ULFKHV�RI�WKHLU�OLEHUDOLW\�DERXQGHG�´�DV�3DXO�WROG�WKH�&RULQWKLDQV��DQG�ZKLFK�LV�
UHFRUGHG�³IRU�RXU�OHDUQLQJ´�LQ�WKLV�WH[W�RI�VFULSWXUH��+HUH�LV�WKH�UHDVRQ�ZK\�WKH�0DFHGRQLDQ�EUHWKUHQ�JDYH�DV�
WKH\�GLG–EHFDXVH�WKH\�³ILUVW�JDYH�WKHLU�RZQ�VHOYHV�WR�WKH�/RUG´��YV������7KH\�GLG�QRW�PDNH�H[FXVHV�ZH�KHDU�
VRPH�EUHWKUHQ�PDNH��VXFK�DV�EXW�QRW�OLPLWHG��³,¶P�MXVW�DV�SRRU�DV�WKH\�DUH´�RU�³,�KDYH�ELOOV�WR�SD\�WRR´�RU�³,�
FDQ¶W�DIIRUG�WR�JLYH´�RU�³WLPHV�DUH�WRXJK�IRU�PH�WRR´�RU�³,�KDYH�D�IDPLO\�WR�FDUH�IRU�´�1R��WKHVH�EUHWKUHQ�JDYH�
OLEHUDOO\�EHFDXVH�WKH\�³ILUVW�JDYH�WKHLU�RZQ�VHOYHV�WR�WKH�/RUG�´ 
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<RX�VHH��PDQ\�EUHWKUHQ�KDYH�QRW�JLYHQ�WKHPVHOYHV�RYHU� WR�WKH�/RUG��7KLV�HYLGHQFHG�E\�QRW�JLYLQJ�OLEHUDOO\�
DQG�FKHHUIXOO\��RU�QRW�DW�DOO����EXW�E\�JLYLQJ�JUXGJLQJO\�RU�RXW�RI�QHFHVVLW\����&RU��������2WKHU�PDQLIHVWDWLRQV�
RI�D�ODFN�ORYH�IRU�WKH�/RUG�DUH��IRUVDNLQJ�WKH�DVVHPEO\�RI�WKH�VDLQWV��+HE����������QRW�VWXG\LQJ�WR�VKRZ�\RXU�
VHOYHV�DSSURYHG�XQWR�*RG����7LP���������ZDONLQJ�DIWHU�WKH�OXVWV�RI�WKH�IOHVK�DQG�QRW�DIWHU�WKH�6SLULW��*DO������-
����5RP�����-�����HWF��1HHG�,�OLVW�PRUH"�,�FRXOG� 
 
+DYLQJ�VDLG�DOO�RI�WKH�DERYH��QRZ�ZH�NQRZ�WKH�SDWWHUQ�WR�IROORZ�FRQFHUQLQJ�VFULSWXUDO�JLYLQJ��%XW�WKLV�SURFHVV�
VWDUWV�ZLWK�WKH�ILUVW�LPSRUWDQW�LQJUHGLHQW��WKDW�EHLQJ��³HYHU\�RQH�RI�\RX´�JLYLQJ�RXU�RZQ�VHOYHV�WR�WKH�/RUG"�
:KHQ�WKLV�LV�GRQH�E\�³HYHU\�RQH�RI�\RX�´�WKHQ�WKH�H[FXVHV�ZH�KHDU�VRPH�PDNH�IRU�QRW�JLYLQJ�DQG�IDLOLQJ�WR�EH�
IDLWKIXO�WR�WKH�/RUG�ZLOO�IDGH�DZD\�DQG�WKH�/RUG¶V�FKXUFK�DQG�+LV�FDXVH�ZLOO�SURVSHU�DEXQGDQWO\�� 
 
5HPHPEHU��³)RU�\H�NQRZ�WKH�JUDFH�RI�RXU�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW��WKDW��WKRXJK�KH�ZDV�ULFK��\HW�IRU�\RXU�VDNHV�
KH�EHFDPH�SRRU��WKDW�\H�WKURXJK�KLV�SRYHUW\�PLJKW�EH�ULFK´����&RU��������+DYH�³HYHU\�RQH�RI�\RX´�ILUVW�JLYHQ�
\RXU�RZQ�VHOI�WR�+LP"�–�WJPF� 
 
 

 
*RG¶V�3RVLWLRQ�2Q�6DPH-6H[�0DUULDJHV 

%\�-HVVH�)ORZHUV 
 
(DUOLHU� WKLV�PRQWK� D� JUHDW� GHDO� RI� FRQWURYHUV\� ZDV� VWLUUHG� XS� DERXW� VDPH-VH[�PDUULDJHV�� 2Q�0D\� ��� �����
%DUDFN�2EDPD�EHFDPH�WKH�ILUVW�VLWWLQJ�8�6��3UHVLGHQW� WR�GHFODUH�KLV�VXSSRUW�IRU� WKH�OHJDOL]DWLRQ�RI�VDPH-VH[�
PDUULDJHV��,Q�IDFW��D�UHFHQW�*DOORS�3ROO�VD\V�WKDW�KDOI�WKH�FRXQWU\�DJUHHV�ZLWK�WKH�3UHVLGHQW¶V�SRVLWLRQ� 
 
%XW�ZKDW�LV�*RG¶V�SRVLWLRQ�RQ�WKLV�GLYLVLYH�LVVXH"�:HOO�ILUVW�RI�DOO�LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�WKH�:RUG�
RI�*RG�GHILQHV�PDUULDJH�DV�EHLQJ�EHWZHHQ�D�PDQ�DQG�ZRPDQ��³+DYH�\RX�QRW�UHDG�WKDW�+H�ZKR�PDGH�WKHP�DW�
WKH�EHJLQQLQJ� µPDGH� WKHP�PDOH�DQG� IHPDOH��DQG�VDLG�� µ)RU� WKLV�UHDVRQ�D�PDQ�VKDOO� OHDYH�KLV� IDWKHU�DQG�
PRWKHU�DQG�EH�MRLQHG�WR�KLV�ZLIH��DQG�WKH�WZR�VKDOO�EHFRPH�RQH�IOHVK¶"�6R�WKHQ��WKH\�DUH�QR�ORQJHU�WZR�EXW�
RQH�IOHVK��7KHUHIRUH�ZKDW�*RG�KDV�MRLQHG�WRJHWKHU��OHW�QRW�PDQ�VHSDUDWH´��0DWW������-��� 
 
7KXV�*RG�PDGH�WKHP�PDOH�DQG�IHPDOH��QRW�PDOH�DQG�PDOH��DQG�QRW�IHPDOH�DQG�IHPDOH��*RG�MRLQV�WRJHWKHU�D�
PDQ�DQG�ZRPDQ� WR�EH�KXVEDQG�DQG�ZLIH��1HYHU�GR�ZH� UHDG� LQ� WKH�%LEOH�ZKHUH�*RG� MRLQV� WZR�PHQ�RU� WZR�
ZRPHQ�WRJHWKHU�LQ�D�PDUULDJH�UHODWLRQVKLS� 
 
$OVR�LQ�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ��*RG�FRPPDQGHG�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�WR��³%H�IUXLWIXO�DQG�PXOWLSO\��ILOO�WKH�HDUWK�DQG�VXE�
GXH� LW´� �*HQHVLV�������� ,W¶V� LPSRVVLEOH�IRU�KRPRVH[XDOV� WR�EH�IUXLWIXO�DQG�PXOWLSO\��2XU�ERGLHV�VLPSO\�ZHUH�
QRW�FUHDWHG�IRU�KRPRVH[XDOLW\� 
 
:H�NQRZ�ZKDW�*RG¶V�SRVLWLRQ�ZDV�RQ�LW�ZKHQ�+H�GHVWUR\HG�WKH�FLWLHV�RI�6RGRP�DQG�*RPRUUDK��*HQ�������7KH�
LQKDELWDQWV� RI� WKHVH� DQFLHQW� FLWLHV� ZHUH� GHVFULEHG� DV� EHLQJ� ³H[FHHGLQJO\� ZLFNHG� DQG� VLQIXO� DJDLQVW� WKH�
/25'´��*HQ����������7KH�VLQ�WKDW�LV�JLYHQ�VSHFLDO�HPSKDVLV�LQ�6FULSWXUH�LV�KRPRVH[XDOLW\��*HQ������-���� 
 
*RG�SRVLWLRQ�UHJDUGLQJ�KRPRVH[XDOLW\�LQ�WKH�/DZ�RI�0RVHV�ZDV�WKDW�LW�ZDV�DQ�DERPLQDWLRQ�WR�+LP�DQG�D�VLQ�
SXQLVKDEOH�E\�GHDWK��/HY���������������� 
 
*RG¶V� SRVLWLRQ� RQ� KRPRVH[XDOLW\� LQ� WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW� LV� WKDW� LW�� ���� LV� YLOH� SDVVLRQV�� DJDLQVW� QDWXUH�� DQG�
VKDPHIXO��5RPDQV�����-��������:LOO�NHHS�WKRVH�ZKR�SUDFWLFH�LW�RXW�RI�KHDYHQ����&RU�����-����%XW�LW�LV�D�VLQ�WKDW�
FDQ�EH�UHSHQWHG�RI�DQG�IRUJLYHQ����&RU����������&RU��������$FWV������������������-���� 
 
0DQ¶V�SRVLWLRQ�RQ�WKLV�LVVXH�ZLOO�FKDQJH��3ROOV�ZLOO�JR�XS�DQG�GRZQ��%XW�*RG¶V�SRVLWLRQ�ZLOO�DOZD\V�UHPDLQ�
WKH�VDPH��:K\"�6LPSO\�EHFDXVH�+H�GRHV�QRW�FKDQJH��0DO��������DQG�+LV�:RUG�³OLYHV�DQG�DELGHV�IRUHYHU´����
3HW���������–�%LEOH:RUN�FRP��$XJXVW���������͘ 


