
“Think On These Things” 

 $SULO��������� 9ROXPH����� :DVKLQJWRQ�6WUHHW�FKXUFK�RI�&KULVW��—������6��:DVKLQJWRQ�6W���/RGL��&$������ 

Philippians 4:8 

7KH�3DWWHUQLVW��:KHQ�0HQ�'LFWDWH�LQ�5HOLJLRQ 
%\�6WDQ�&R[ 

 
3DXO¶V�OHWWHU�WR�WKH�&RORVVLDQV�FRQWDLQV�KLV�GHIHQVH�RI�&KULVW�DV�WKH�EDVLV�RI�RXU�VWDQGLQJ�ZLWK�*RG��+H�VSHDNV�
RI�&KULVW¶V�SUHHPLQHQFH������-�����+H�FRQWHQGV�WKDW�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�FRPHV�WKURXJK�&KULVW¶V�VDFULILFH������-�����
$V�VXFK��KH�ZDUQV�³HYHU\�PDQ´�WR�ODERU�DQG�VWULYH�DV�KH�GLG��³DFFRUGLQJ�WR�+LV�ZRUNLQJ�ZKLFK�ZRUNV�LQ�PH�
PLJKWLO\´������-�����1RWLFH��ZH�DUH�WR�VWULYH�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�+LV�ZRUNLQJ� 
 
,Q�FKDSWHUV�WZR�DQG�WKUHH��KH�FRQWUDVWV�WKH�VDOYDWLRQ�ZKLFK�LV�LQ�&KULVW�ZLWK�IDOVH�LQIOXHQFHV�ZKLFK�HQGDQJHU�
&KULVWLDQV��)RU�H[DPSOH��KH�QRWHV�LQ�����-����WKDW�KXPDQ�SKLORVRSK\� LV�GHFHSWLYH�� ,Q�&KULVW�³DUH�KLGGHQ�DOO�
WUHDVXUHV�RI�ZLVGRP�DQG�NQRZOHGJH´������� 
 
+H� DOVR� FDOOV� IRU� D� UHMHFWLRQ� RI� OXVWIXO� SDVVLRQV� LQ� �����-����� ³)RU� \RX� GLHG�� DQG� \RXU� OLIH� LV� KLGGHQ� ZLWK�
&KULVW�LQ�*RG´��������%HFDXVH�RI�WKLV��WKH�&KULVWLDQ�LV�WR�³SXW�RII´��������WKH�VLQIXO�LQFOLQDWLRQV�RI�WKH�IOHVK� 
 
2XU�DWWHQWLRQ� LV�FHQWHUHG� LQ� �����-�����7KLV� VHFWLRQ�RI� WKH� WH[W� LV�XQIRUWXQDWHO\� ODEHOHG� ³1RW� /HJDOLVP� EXW�
&KULVW´�LQ�P\�1.-9��7KH�ODEHO�PLVVHV�WKH�SRLQW�RI�ZKDW�3DXO�LV�VD\LQJ� 
 
:KDW�LV�OHJDOLVP"�7KH�WHUP�LV�QRW�IRXQG�LQ�VFULSWXUH��MXVW�LQ�WKH�PDQ�VXSSOLHG�FDSWLRQV�RI�VRPH�WUDQVODWLRQV���
6LQFH�WKH�WHUP�LV�QRW�IRXQG�LQ�VFULSWXUH��ZH�JR�WR�WKH�(QJOLVK�GLFWLRQDU\�IRU�D�GHILQLWLRQ�����VWULFW�DGKHUHQFH��RU�
WKH�SULQFLSOH�RI�VWULFW�DGKHUHQFH��WR�ODZ�RU�SUHVFULSWLRQ��HVSHFLDOO\�WR�WKH�OHWWHU�UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�VSLULW�����,Q�7KH�
RORJ\��D��WKH�GRFWULQH�WKDW�VDOYDWLRQ�LV�JDLQHG�WKURXJK�JRRG�ZRUNV��E��WKH�MXGJLQJ�RI�FRQGXFW�LQ�WHUPV�RI�DGKHU�
HQFH�WR�SUHFLVH�ODZV���GLFWLRQDU\�FRP� 
 
7R�GHWHUPLQH�ZKHWKHU�RXU�WH[W�LV�D�FRQGHPQDWLRQ�RI�OHJDOLVP��ZH�KDYH�WR�DQVZHU�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��³,V�3DXO�FRQ�
WUDVWLQJ�VDOYDWLRQ�µLQ�&KULVW¶�ZLWK�WKH�NHHSLQJ�RI�ODZ"´�7KH�DQVZHU�LV��<HV�DQG�1R��3DXO�LV�DFWXDOO\�FRQWUDVWLQJ�
VDOYDWLRQ�³LQ�&KULVW´�ZLWK�WKH�NHHSLQJ�RI�ODZV�GLFWDWHG�E\�PHQ� 
 
1RZKHUH� LQ�VFULSWXUH�GLG�*RG�H[FXVH� WKH�-HZ�IURP�REH\LQJ� WKH� ODZ�RI�0RVHV��ZKLOH� LW�ZDV� LQ�HIIHFW�� -HVXV�
FRQGHPQHG�WKH�3KDULVHHV�IRU�NHHSLQJ�VRPH�RI� WKH�ODZ�]HDORXVO\��ZKLOH� LJQRULQJ�RWKHU�ZHLJKWLHU�PDWWHUV��FI��
0DWWKHZ���������³7KHVH��SD\LQJ�WLWKHV�RI�PLQW��DQLVH�DQG�FXPLQ��\RX�RXJKW�WR�KDYH�GRQH��ZLWKRXW�OHDYLQJ�
WKH�RWKHUV��ZHLJKWLHU�PDWWHUV�RI�MXVWLFH�PHUF\�DQG�IDLWK��XQGRQH�´ 
 
1RZ��KRZHYHU��VRPH�ZHUH�VHHNLQJ�WR�ELQG�D�ODZ�WKDW�ZDV�QR�ORQJHU�LQ�HIIHFW��&KULVW�³KDYLQJ�ZLSHG�RXW� WKH�
KDQGZULWLQJ�RI�UHTXLUHPHQWV�WKDW�ZDV�DJDLQVW�XV��ZKLFK�ZDV�FRQWUDU\�WR�XV��$QG�+H�KDV�WDNHQ�LW�RXW�RI�WKH�
ZD\��KDYLQJ�QDLOHG�LW�WR�WKH�FURVV´���������%HFDXVH�WKH�ODZ�KDG�EHHQ�WDNHQ�DZD\��WKH\�ZHUH�QRW�WR�OHW�DQ\RQH�
MXGJH�WKHP�UHJDUGLQJ�IHVWLYDOV�RU�LQ�IRRG�RU�GULQN��RU�WKH�VDEEDWK� 
 
:KDW�ZDV� UHTXLUHG�RI� WKHP"� ³ZDON� ZRUWK\� RI� WKH� /RUG�� IXOO\� SOHDVLQJ�+LP�� EHLQJ� IUXLWIXO� LQ� HYHU\� JRRG�
ZRUN´� �������� *LYH� WKH� ³SUHHPLQHQFH´� WR� &KULVW� DV� WKH� KHDG� RI� WKH� ERG\� �������� ³FRQWLQXH� LQ� WKH� IDLWK��
JURXQGHG�DQG� VWHDGIDVW´� ��������$V�3DXO�� ³VWULYLQJ� DFFRUGLQJ� WR�+LV�ZRUNLQJ�ZKLFK�ZRUNV� LQ�PH�PLJKWL�
O\´� ��������%H� VWHDGIDVW� LQ� RXU� IDLWK� ������� ³ZDON� LQ� +LP´� �������$ERXQG�³LQ� WKH� IDLWK�� DV� \RX� KDYH� EHHQ�
WDXJKW´��������+ROG�³IDVW�WR�WKH�+HDG´���������³VHHN�WKRVH�WKLQJV�ZKLFK�DUH�DERYH´��������³SXW�WR�GHDWK´�VLQ�
����-����DQG�³SXW�RQ´�*RG�RUGDLQHG�JUDFHV������-���� 
 
:KDW�ZDV�WKH�IDOVH�LQIOXHQFH�KHUH"�%HLQJ�³YDLQO\�SXIIHG�XS�E\�KLV�IOHVKO\�PLQG´���������³UHJXODWLRQV«�DF�
FRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�FRPPDQGPHQWV�DQG�GRFWULQHV�RI�PHQ´������-�����³VHOI-LPSRVHG�UHOLJLRQ��IDOVH�KXPLOLW\��DQG�
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QHJOHFW�RI�WKH�ERG\´�������� 
 
7KH�HYLO�LQIOXHQFH�KHUH�LV�QRW�OHJDOLVP��DV�GHILQHG�SUHYLRXVO\���,W�LV�IROORZLQJ�WKH�GLFWDWHV�RI�PHQ�LQ�UHOLJLRQ�
�FI��0DWWKHZ�����-��������-����:KHWKHU�LW�EH�UHJXODWLRQV�DV�LQ�RXU�FRQWH[W��RU�KHHGLQJ�IDOVH�FODLPV�RI�OLEHUW\�
�FI��-XGH����3HW������WKHUH�LV�GDQJHU�LQ�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�PHQ�UDWKHU�WKDQ�RXU�/RUG��³$QG�ZKDWHYHU�\RX�GR��LQ�ZRUG�RU�
GHHG��GR�DOO�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV��JLYLQJ�WKDQNV�WR�*RG�WKH�)DWKHU�WKURXJK�+LP´���������–�6RXQG�
7HDFKLQJ��$SULO���WK������� 
 
 
 

%DSWLVP�&RPHV�%HIRUH�6DOYDWLRQ� 
%\�'DYLG�3DGILHOG 

 
7KHUH�DUH� ILYH�SDVVDJHV� LQ� WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�ZKLFK�PHQWLRQ�ERWK�EDSWLVP�DQG�VDOYDWLRQ� LQ� WKH�VDPH�YHUVH�
�0DUN��������$FWV�������5RP�������$FWV����������3HWHU��������,Q�DOO�RI�WKHVH�SDVVDJHV��ZDWHU�EDSWLVP�SUHFHGHV�
WKH�UHPLVVLRQ�RI�VLQV��'R�\RX�NQRZ�RI�D�SDVVDJH�ZKHUH�WKH�RUGHU�LV�UHYHUVHG"� 
 
0DUN�������FRQWDLQV�WZR�FRQGLWLRQV�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ��IDLWK�DQG�EDSWLVP��,W�DOVR�FRQWDLQV�WKH�FRQGLWLRQV�IRU�GDPQD�
WLRQ��D�ODFN�RI�IDLWK��,I�\RX�ZDQW�WR�NQRZ�ZKDW�\RX�PXVW�GR�WR�EH�ORVW��LW�ZLOO�WHOO�\RX�–�DOO�WKDW�LV�QHFHVVDU\�LV�D�
ODFN�RI�IDLWK��,I�\RX�ZDQW�WR�NQRZ�ZKDW�WR�GR�WR�EH�VDYHG�IURP�\RXU�SDVW�VLQV�–�LW�FRPPDQGV�\RX�WR�EHOLHYH�DQG�
EH�EDSWL]HG�� 
 
,Q�$FWV������3HWHU�WROG�D�JURXS�RI�EHOLHYHUV�WR�³UHSHQW��DQG� OHW�HYHU\RQH�RI�\RX�EH�EDSWL]HG� LQ� WKH�QDPH�RI�
-HVXV�&KULVW�IRU�WKH�UHPLVVLRQ�RI�VLQV�´�2XU�%DSWLVW�IULHQGV�RIWHQ�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�ZRUG�³IRU´�LQ�WKLV�SDVVDJH�DQG�
LQVLVW�LW�PHDQV�³EHFDXVH�RI�´�HYHQ�WKRXJK�LW�LV�QHYHU�WUDQVODWHG�WKDW�ZD\�LQ�DQ\�UHSXWDEOH�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�WKH�%L�
EOH��:H�KDYH�WR�UHPLQG�WKHP�WKDW�LI�EDSWLVP�LV�³EHFDXVH�RI´�WKH�UHPLVVLRQ�RI�VLQV��WKHQ�VR�LV�UHSHQWDQFH��%DS�
WLVP�DQG�UHSHQWDQFH�DUH�MRLQHG�E\�WKH�OLWWOH�ZRUG�³DQG�´�:KDWHYHU�RQH�LV�³IRU´�WKH�RWKHU�LV�³IRU�´� 
 
$IWHU�ZH�DUH�EXULHG�ZLWK�&KULVW�LQ�EDSWLVP��ZH�DUH�UDLVHG�WR�ZDON�LQ�D�QHZQHVV�RI�OLIH��5RP�����-����7KLV�QHZ�
OLIH�FRPHV�DIWHU�EDSWLVP�LQ�ZDWHU��0DQ\�SUHDFKHUV�ZDQW�WR�³EXU\´�WKH�³QHZ�PDQ�´�VLQFH�WKH\�FODLP�WKH�QHZ�
QHVV�RI�OLIH�FRPHV�EHIRUH�RXU�³EXULDO�´ 
 
7KUHH�GD\V�DIWHU�WKH�/RUG�DSSHDUHG�WR�6DXO�RI�7DUVXV��$QDQLDV�WROG�6DXO�WR�³DULVH�DQG�EH�EDSWL]HG��DQG�ZDVK�
DZD\� \RXU� VLQV´� �$FWV���������0DQ\�SUHDFKHUV� WRGD\�FODLP�6DXO�ZDV� VDYHG� WKUHH�GD\V�EHIRUH�$QDQLDV�PHW�
KLP��$QDQLDV�PXVW�QRW�KDYH�NQRZQ�LW��IRU�KH�WROG�6DXO�KRZ�WR�³ZDVK�DZD\´�KLV�VLQV��,I�6DXO�KDG�EHHQ�VDYHG�RQ�
WKH�URDG�DV�VRPH�SUHDFKHUV�FODLP��KH�PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ� WKH�PRVW�PLVHUDEOH�VDYHG�PDQ� LQ� WKH�%LEOH��6DXO�ZDV�
EOLQG�DQG�VSHQW�WKUHH�GD\V�SUD\LQJ�DQG�IDVWLQJ�XQWLO�$QDQLDV�DUULYHG�� 
 
��3HWHU������VWDWHV�³EDSWLVP�GRWK�DOVR�QRZ�VDYH�XV�´�+RZHYHU��EDSWLVP�LV�QRW�WKH�RQO\�FRQGLWLRQ�IRU�WKH�VDOYD�
WLRQ� RI� WKH� DOLHQ� VLQQHU��2WKHU� UHTXLUHPHQWV�PXVW� EH�PHW�� OLNH� IDLWK�� UHSHQWDQFH� DQG� ORYH�� 7KHUH� LV� QRWKLQJ�
³DORQH´�WKDW�ZLOO�VDYH�D�VLQQHU��QRW�HYHQ�IDLWK��-DV���������–�&ROOHJHYXH�FKXUFK�RI�&KULVW�$UWLFOHV��0DUFK�����
����� 
 
 
 

³$FDSSHOOD´� 
%\�*UHJ�*ZLQ 

 
7KH�ZRUG�³DFDSSHOOD´�LV�GHILQHG�E\�WKH�GLFWLRQDU\�DV��³PXVLF�ZLWKRXW�LQVWUXPHQWDO�DFFRPSDQLPHQW�´�,W�FRPHV�
IURP�D�/DWLQ�ZRUG�ZKLFK�OLWHUDOO\�PHDQV�³DV�LQ�WKH�FKXUFK�´��,QWHUHVWLQJO\��WKH�HW\PRORJ\��RULJLQ��RI�WKLV�ZRUG��
SURYHV�WKDW�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�FKXUFK��DQG�IRU�PDQ\�FHQWXULHV�WKHUHDIWHU���WKH�PXVLF�LQ�ZRUVKLS�ZDV�VLQJ�
LQJ�RQO\��ZLWKRXW�LQVWUXPHQWDO�DFFRPSDQLPHQW��–�&ROOHJHYXH�FKXUFK�RI�&KULVW�$UWLFOHV��-DQXDU\���������� 
 
 
 


