
“Think On These Things” 
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Philippians 4:8 

4XLW�'RLQJ�1RWKLQJ 
%\�$XVWLQ�0REOH\ 

 
(GPRQG�%XUNH��IDPRXV�(QJOLVK�VWDWHVPDQ��RQFH�VDLG��³7KH�RQO\�WKLQJ�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�WKH�WULXPSK�RI�HYLO�RYHU�
JRRG�LV�IRU�JRRG�PHQ�WR�GR�QRWKLQJ�´ 
 
,�KHDUG�RI�D�SUHDFKHU�ZKR�XVHG�WR�KDYH�ZKDW�KH�FDOOHG�³4XLWWLQ¶�0HHWLQJV´�GXULQJ�KLV�UHYLYDOV��2Q�RQH�SDUWLFX�
ODU�QLJKW�WKH�SHRSOH�FDPH�WRJHWKHU�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�WHOOLQJ�WKH�VLQV�WKH\�LQWHQGHG�WR�TXLW�DQG�WKRVH�ZKR�VSRNH�
YRZHG�WR�TXLW�HYHU\WKLQJ�IURP�$�WR�=��)LQDOO\��DQ�ROG�JHQWOHPDQ�VWRRG�DQG�VDLG��³,�DLQ¶W�EHHQ�GRLQ¶�QRWKLQJ�
DQG�,¶P�JRLQJ�WR�TXLW�LW�´ 
 
7KRVH�ZKR�DUH�VSLULWXDOO\�OD]\��OXNHZDUP��GRLQJ�QRWKLQJ��RU�FDOO�LW�ZKDW�\RX�ZLOO��DUH�VWHUQO\�UHEXNHG�LQ�WKH�
1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��-HVXV�VDLG��³KH�WKDW�GRHWK�WKH�ZLOO�RI�P\�)DWKHU�ZLOO�HQWHU�WKH�NLQJGRP´��0DWW���������-DPHV�
H[KRUWV�&KULVWLDQV�WR�EH�³GRHUV�RI� WKH�ZRUG�DQG�QRW�KHDUHUV�RQO\´� �-DV���������7KH�FKXUFK�DW�/DRGLFHD�ZDV�
QHLWKHU� FROG� QRU� KRW�� EXW� OXNHZDUP�� 7KH� /RUG� FRPPDQGHG� ³UHSHQW´� RU� ³,� ZLOO� VSHZ� WKHH� RXW� RI� P\�
PRXWK´��5HY������-���������7KH�YHU\�IDPLOLDU�SDUDEOH�RI�WKH��WDOHQWV�WHDFKHV�XV�WR�XVH�RXU�WDOHQWV�RU�ORVH�WKHP��
7KH�XQSURILWDEOH�VHUYDQW�ZDV�FDVW�LQWR�RXWHU�GDUNQHVV�EHFDXVH�KH�EXULHG�KLV�WDOHQW��+H�ZDV�QRW�DQ�LPPRUDO�SHU�
VRQ��EXW�VLPSO\�GLG�QRWKLQJ��&RQYHUVHO\��WKH�ILUVW�WZR�VHUYDQWV�KDG�XVHG�WKHLU�WDOHQWV�DQG�GRXEOHG�WKHLU�FDSLWDO��
7R�WKHP�WKH�/RUG�VDLG��³:HOO�GRQH´��0DWW�������-�����,W�LV�DOVR�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WR�QRWH�WKDW�WKH�WZR�ZKR�XVHG�WKHLU�
WDOHQWV�JDYH�D�UHSRUW�WR�WKH�/RUG�LQ�IRXUWHHQ�ZRUGV��EXW�WKH�VDG�VHUYDQW�XVHG�IRUW\-WZR�ZRUGV�WR�JLYH�KLV�UHSRUW��
7KH�H[WUD�ZRUGV�ZHUH�H[FXVHV�IRU�GRLQJ�QRWKLQJ� 
 
0DQ\�&KULVWLDQV�VHHP�WR�EH�FRQWHQW�ZLWK�PHUHO\�DWWHQGLQJ�WKH�VHUYLFHV�RI�WKH�FKXUFK��$WWHQGDQFH�LV�QHFHVVDU\�
�+HE����������DQG�WKRVH�ZKR�PHHW�UHJXODUO\�DUH�WR�EH�FRPPHQGHG��EXW�WKHUH�DUH�RWKHU�GXWLHV�HQMRLQHG�XSRQ�XV�
WKDW�FDQQRW�EH�IXOILOOHG�ZKHQ�ZH�DVVHPEOH��6RPH�FKXUFKHV�UHSRUWHG�WR�EH�³VWURQJ´�DQG�³VRXQG´�DUH�GRLQJ�OLWWOH�
PRUH�WKDQ�PHHWLQJ�WR�ZRUVKLS�DW�WKH�DSSRLQWHG�WLPHV��3HUKDSV�SUHDFKHUV�DUH�SDUWLDOO\�WR�EODPH�IRU�QRW�SODQQLQJ�
WKHLU�WHDFKLQJ�WR�LQFOXGH�WKH�³ZKROH�GXW\�RI�PDQ�´�7R�IXOILOO�P\�REOLJDWLRQ�LQ�WKLV�UHVSHFW�DQG�LQ�DQWLFLSDWLRQ�
RI�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��³:KDW�FDQ�,�GR�´�,�RIIHU�WKH�IROORZLQJ�VXJJHVWLRQV� 
 
���6HW� DVLGH� VRPH� WLPH�HDFK� GD\� IRU�%LEOH� VWXG\�� 3UHSDUH� IRU� \RXU�%LEOH� FODVVHV� ���7LP�� ������ DQG� SUHSDUH�
\RXUVHOI�WR�EH�D�WHDFKHU�RI�WKH�:RUG� 
 
���3UD\�WR�*RG�ZLWK�UHJXODULW\��7KDQN�+LP�IRU�WKH�EOHVVLQJV�UHFHLYHG�DQG�DVN�+LP�IRU�WKH�WKLQJV�\RX�QHHG�DF�
FRUGLQJ�WR�+LV�ZLOO����7KHVV�������� 
 
���9LVLW�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�VLFN�LQ�KRVSLWDOV�RU�VKXW-LQ�DW�KRPH��2IIHU�WR�KHOS�WKHP�LQ�DQ\�QHHG�WKH\�PD\�KDYH��6HQG�
FDUGV�WR�FKHHU�WKHP�LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�YLVLWV��&DOO�WKHP�RQ�WKH�SKRQH�DOVR��0DW���������-DV������-���� 
 
���3HUVRQDOO\� YLVLW� WKH�ZHDN�PHPEHUV�� RIIHU� WR� VWXG\�ZLWK� WKHP�� WU\� WR� ILQG� RXW� WKHLU� VSLULWXDO� DQG� SK\VLFDO�
QHHGV��DQG�KHOS�WKHP��*DO�����-���5RP�������� 
 
���$OO�RI�XV�NQRZ�VRPH�IULHQGV��IDPLO\��UHODWLYHV��HWF��ZKR�DUH�QRW�&KULVWLDQV��%ULQJ�WKHP�WR�VHUYLFHV��DUUDQJH�
IRU�D�%LEOH�VWXG\�ZLWK�WKHP�LQ�\RXU�KRPH��,I�\RX�FDQQRW�WHDFK�WKH�FODVV��RWKHUV�FDQ�DQG�ZLOO�GR�VR�JODGO\��7U\�
WR�HQUROO�WKH�ORVW�LQ�D�%LEOH�&RUUHVSRQGHQFH�&RXUVH��8VH�DYDLODEOH�WUDFWV�E\�KDQGLQJ�WKHP�WR�IULHQGV�RU�PDLOLQJ�
WKHP��0DWW�������-���� 
 
���:HOFRPH�YLVLWRUV�DQG�VWUDQJHUV�WR�RXU�VHUYLFHV��,QYLWH�WKHP�LQWR�\RXU�KRPHV��+HE�������� 
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���:HOFRPH�QHZ�PHPEHUV�DQG�WKRVH�UHVWRUHG��(QFRXUDJH�WKHP�WR�IDLWKIXOQHVV����&RU��������� 
 
���%H�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�WKH�ZRUN�RI�WKH�ORFDO�FKXUFK��5HDG�WKH�EXOOHWLQV��NHHS�\RXUVHOI�LQIRUPHG�RI�WKH�PHHWLQJV��
ZDWFK�WKH�ILQDQFLDO�UHSRUWV�DQG�WKH�EXOOHWLQ�ERDUG��0HQ��DWWHQG�WKH�EXVLQHVV�PHHWLQJV��*HW�LQYROYHG� 
 
,W�PLJKW�QRW�EH�D�EDG�LGHD�IRU�VRPH�FKXUFKHV�WR�KDYH�VRPH�³4XLWWLQ¶�0HHWLQJV´�WR�HQFRXUDJH�WKH�PHPEHUV�WR�
³TXLW�GRLQJ�QRWKLQJ�´�%HWZHHQ�WKH�JUHDW�WKLQJV�ZH�FDQQRW�GR��DQG�WKH�OLWWOH�WKLQJV�ZH�ZLOO�QRW�GR��LV�WKH�WUDJLF�
GDQJHU�RI�GRLQJ�QRWKLQJ��–�7UXWK�0DJD]LQH��-DQXDU\��������� 
 
 
 

7KH�&XUH�)RU�,QGLIIHUHQFH 
%\�'RQQLH�9��5DGHU 

 
:KDW�FDQ�D�FKXUFK�GR�ZKHQ�WKHUH�DUH�PHPEHUV�ZKR�DUH�LQGLIIHUHQW"�:KDW�FDQ�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�LQGLIIHUHQW�GR�WR�
RYHUFRPH�WKHLU�SUREOHP"�/HW¶V�FRQVLGHU�WKH�%LEOH�DQVZHU� 
 
���3UHDFK�DQG�ZDUQ��3DXO�ZURWH��³+LP�ZH�SUHDFK��ZDUQLQJ�HYHU\�PDQ�DQG�WHDFKLQJ�HYHU\�PDQ�LQ�DOO�ZLV�
GRP�� WKDW�ZH�PD\�SUHVHQW� HYHU\�PDQ�SHUIHFW� LQ�&KULVW� -HVXV´� �&RO���������7KLV�YHUVH�PHQWLRQV�D�JRDO�DQG�
KRZ�LW�LV�WR�EH�DFFRPSOLVKHG� 
 
7KH�JRDO��³���WKDW�ZH�PD\�SUHVHQW�HYHU\�PDQ�SHUIHFW�LQ�&KULVW�-HVXV�´�7KH�RQH�ZKR�LV�SHUIHFW�LV�PDWXUH��QRW�
LQGLIIHUHQW��+RZ�LW�LV�WR�EH�DFFRPSOLVKHG��³+LP�ZH�SUHDFK��ZDUQLQJ�HYHU\�PDQ�DQG�WHDFKLQJ�HYHU\�PDQ���´ 
 
3UHDFKLQJ�LV�*RG¶V�UHPHG\��,W�LV�WKH�SRZHU�RI�*RG�XQWR�VDOYDWLRQ��5RP���������:H�GR�QRW�QHHG�JLPPLFNV��IDQ�
F\�EXLOGLQJV��VRFLDO�SURJUDPV��HQWHUWDLQPHQW�RU�DFWLYLWLHV�IRU�WKH�ZKROH�IDPLO\�WR�LQWHUHVW�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�LQGLI�
IHUHQW��:H�MXVW�QHHG�WR�SUHDFK�DQG�ZDUQ��-HVXV�VDLG�WR�WKH�OXNHZDUP�FKXUFK�DW�/DRGLFHD��³$V�PDQ\�DV�,�ORYH��,�
UHEXNH�DQG�FKDVWHQ´��5HY���������6RIW�VRDS�SUHDFKLQJ�ZRQ¶W�GR�LW� 
 
���5HSHQW��&KXUFKHV�WKDW�KDG�D�SUREOHP�ZLWK�LQGLIIHUHQFH�ZHUH�WROG�WR�UHSHQW��(SKHVXV�ZDV�WROG��³5HPHPEHU�
WKHUHIRUH� IURP� ZKHUH� \RX� KDYH� IDOOHQ�� UHSHQW� DQG� GR� WKH� ILUVW� ZRUNV���´� �5HY�� ������ /DRGLFHD� ZDV� WROG��
³7KHUHIRUH�EH�]HDORXV�DQG�UHSHQW´��5HY�������� 
 
5HSHQWDQFH�LQYROYHV�D�FKDQJH�RI�PLQG��,W�LV�SURPSWHG�E\�JRGO\�VRUURZ����&RU��������DQG�UHVXOWV�LQ�D�FKDQJH�RI�
OLIH� �5RP�� ���� $OO� RI� WKLV� LV� IRXQG� LQ� WKH� OHWWHU� WR� WKH� FKXUFK� DW� (SKHVXV� �5HY�� ������ �D�� *RGO\� VRUURZ��
³UHPHPEHU� WKHUHIRUH� IURP�ZKHUH� \RX�KDYH� IDOOHQ�´� �E��$�FKDQJH�RI�PLQG�� ³UHSHQW�´� �F��$�FKDQJH�RI� OLIH��
³DQG�GR�WKH�ILUVW�ZRUNV�´ 
 
,I�\RX�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�VLJQV�RI�LQGLIIHUHQFH�LQ�\RXU�OLIH��\RX�QHHG�WR�UHSHQW� 
 
���6WXG\��)DLWK�LV�EDVHG�XSRQ�WKH�ZRUG�RI�*RG��5RP����������7KH�PRUH�ZH�VWXG\��WKH�VWURQJHU�RXU�IDLWK�EH�
FRPHV����7KHVV��������7KH�VWURQJHU�RXU�IDLWK�LV��WKH�PRUH�LQGLIIHUHQFH�IDGHV��6WXG\�LQYROYHV�PRUH�WKDQ�D�FDVXDO�
RU�TXLFN�UHDGLQJ�RI�D�FKDSWHU�RU�IHZ�YHUVHV��,W�FRQVLVWV�RI�UHDGLQJ�WKH�WH[W��PHGLWDWLQJ�XSRQ�LW��OHDUQLQJ�ZKDW�LW�
PHDQV��DQG�VHHLQJ�KRZ�LW�DSSOLHV� 
 
���%H�D�GRHU�RI�WKH�ZRUG��,W�LV�QRW�HQRXJK�WR�OHDUQ�ZKDW�WKH�%LEOH�VD\V��ZH�PXVW�EH�GRHUV�RI�WKH�ZRUG�DQG�QRW�
KHDUHUV�RQO\��-DV������-�����:H�PXVW�DFWLYDWH�ZKDW�IDLWK�ZH�KDYH��-DV������2QH�ZKR�LV�LQGLIIHUHQW�REYLRXVO\�KDV�
D�ZHDN�IDLWK��+RZHYHU��LI�KH�ZLOO�XVH�ZKDW�IDLWK�KH�KDV��LW�ZLOO�JURZ��,W�LV�OLNH�H[HUFLVLQJ�D�ZHDN�PXVFOH��7KH�
PRUH�ZH�XVH�LW��WKH�VWURQJHU�LW�EHFRPHV��7KH�PRUH�ZH�H[HUFLVH�RXU�IDLWK��WKH�HDVLHU�LW�LV�WR�FRQWLQXH�LQ�WKH�SUDF�
WLFH� 
 
,QGLIIHUHQFH��E\�LWV�YHU\�QDWXUH��LV�D�KDUG�SUREOHP�WR�EDWWOH��+RZHYHU��LW�FDQ�EH�RYHUFRPH��–�7UXWK�0DJD]LQH� 


