
“Think On These Things” 
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Philippians 4:8 

³&RQWLQXLQJ�6WHGIDVWO\�,Q�7KH�$SRVWOHV¶�7HDFKLQJ´ 
%\�0LFN\�*DOORZD\ 

 
$FWV������VD\V��³$QG�WKH\�FRQWLQXHG�VWHGIDVWO\�LQ�WKH�DSRVWOHV¶�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�IHOORZVKLS��LQ�WKH�EUHDNLQJ�RI�
EUHDG� DQG� WKH� SUD\HUV�´� ³7KH\´�ZKR"� ,Q�YHUVH� ���ZH� OHDUQ� WKDW� WKH� DQWHFHGHQW�RI�³WKH\´�ZHUH� WKH�³WKUHH�
WKRXVDQG�VRXOV´�ZKR�ZHUH�EDSWL]HG�WKDW�VDPH�GD\��,Q�WHDFKLQJ�WKHVH�QHZ�FRQYHUWV�WKH�DSRVWOHV�ZHUH�H[HFXWLQJ�
WKH�FRPPLVVLRQ�&KULVW�KDG�JLYHQ�WKHP��0DWW����������7KHVH������GLVFLSOHV�³FRQWLQXHG�VWHGIDVWO\�´�,W�LV�MXVW�DV�
LPSRUWDQW�WR�NHHS�VDYHG�DV�LW�LV�WR�EH�VDYHG�IURP�SDVW�VLQV��3ULPDU\�REHGLHQFH�DORQH�LV�QRW�VXIILFLHQW��EXW�FRQ�
WLQXHG�REHGLHQFH��RU�IDLWKIXOQHVV��LV�UHTXLUHG��0DWW����������6RPH�VWDUW�RXW�ZHOO�DV�D�&KULVWLDQ��EXW�GR�QRW�FRQ�
WLQXH�VWHDGIDVWO\��*DODWLDQV�����VD\V��³<H�ZHUH�UXQQLQJ�ZHOO��ZKR�KLQGHUHG�\RX�WKDW�\H�VKRXOG�QRW�REH\�WKH�
WUXWK"´�+HUH�WKH�OLIH�RI�D�&KULVWLDQ�LV�SUHVHQWHG�DV�D�UDFH��/LNHO\�WKH�PHWDSKRU�ZDV�ERUURZHG�IURP�WKH�2O\P�
SLF�FRQWHVWV��7KH�DSRVWOH�DVNHG�³ZKR�KLQGHUHG�\RX"´�³+LQGHU´�LV�KHUH�XVHG�WR�PHDQ�WR�FKHFN�RU�UHWDUG��:KDW�
KDV�FKHFNHG�RU�UHWDUGHG�\RX�IURP�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�FRXUVH"�-RKQ�����-���UHFRUGV�D�VDG�UHSRUW�RI�PDQ\�ZKR�GLG�QRW�
FRQWLQXH� DV� GLVFLSOHV� RI� WKH�0DVWHU�� -HVXV� VDLG��³,I� \H� FRQWLQXH� LQ�P\�ZRUG�� WKHQ� DUH� \H�P\� GLVFLSOHV� LQ�
GHHG´��-Q���������1RWH�KHUH�WKDW�QRW�PHUHO\�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�EDSWL]HG��RU�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�WKHLU�QDPHV�RQ�
VRPH�FKXUFK�UROO��EXW�WKRVH�ZKR�³FRQWLQXH�VWHGIDVWO\´�DUH�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�UHZDUGHG� 

 
³$QG�WKH\�FRQWLQXHG�VWHGIDVWO\�LQ�WKH�DSRVWOHV¶�WHDFKLQJ��GRFWULQH��´ 

 
:KDW� LV� WKH�$SRVWOHV¶�'RFWULQH"�7KH\�FRQWLQXHG� WR�DELGH� LQ� WKH� WHDFKLQJ�RU� LQVWUXFWLRQ�ZKLFK� WKH\� UHFHLYHG�
IURP�WKH�DSRVWOHV��IRU�WKLV�FRQVWLWXWHG�WKH�GRFWULQH�RI�&KULVW��3DXO�LQGLFDWHG�WKDW�WKRVH�WKLQJV�KH�ZURWH�ZHUH�LQ�
GHHG�IURP�WKH�/RUG��³,I�DQ\�PDQ�WKLQNHWK�KLPVHOI�WR�EH�D�SURSKHW��RU�VSLULWXDO��OHW�KLP�WDNH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�
WKLQJV�ZKLFK� ,�ZULWH�XQWR� \RX�� WKDW� WKH\�DUH� WKH� FRPPDQGPHQW�RI� WKH�/RUG´� ���&RU����������³6WHGIDVWO\´�
PHDQV�³WR� EH� VWURQJ� WRZDUGV�� WR� HQGXUH� LQ�� RU� SHUVHYHUH� LQ�� WR� EH� FRQWLQXDOO\� VWHDGIDVW�ZLWK� D� SHUVRQ� RU�
WKLQJ�´��9LQH¶V�([SRVLWRU\�'LFWLRQDU\��9ROXPH�,��SDJH�������7KH�OHVVRQ�LV�WKDW�WKH�HDUO\�GLVFLSOHV�DGKHUHG�GL�
UHFWO\�WR�WKH�WHDFKLQJ�RI�WKH�DSRVWOHV� 
 
6RPH�DUH�QRZ�WHOOLQJ�XV�WKDW�WKH�DSRVWOHV¶�GRFWULQH�ZDV�WKHLU�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RU�H[SODQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�/RUG¶V�WHDFK�
LQJ�DQG�PD\�RU�PD\�QRW�KDYH�EHHQ�FRUUHFW��7KHVH�DOVR�WHOO�XV�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�³JRVSHO´�DQG�
³GRFWULQH´�DQG�ZKLOH�ZH�FDQ�DQG�PXVW�DJUHH�RQ�WKH�JRVSHO��WKDW�ZH�FDQQRW�DJUHH�RQ�PDWWHUV�RI�GRFWULQH��:KDW�
VDLWK�WKH�6FULSWXUHV" 
 
)LUVW��IURP�ZKRP�RU�KRZ�GLG�WKH�DSRVWOHV�JHW�WKHLU�LQIRUPDWLRQ"�,Q�*DODWLDQV�����-���3DXO�WROG�WKH�*DODWLDQV�
WKDW� KH� KDG� QRW� EHHQ� WDXJKW� RU� UHFHLYHG� KLV� JRVSHO� IURP�PHQ�� EXW� WKDW� KH� KDG� JRWWHQ� LW� E\� UHYHODWLRQ� IURP�
&KULVW��,Q�(SKHVLDQV����-��KH�GHFODUHG�WKDW�ZKDW�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�ZDV�UHYHDOLQJ��KH�ZDV�SXWWLQJ�LQ�ZULWLQJ�WKDW�
RWKHUV�E\�UHDGLQJ�LW�PLJKW�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKDW�KH�KDG�UHFHLYHG�IURP�WKH�6SLULW��:K\�ZDV�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�VHQW�WR�
WKH�DSRVWOHV"�-HVXV�VDLG�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�ZRXOG�FRPH�XSRQ�WKH�DSRVWOHV��WR�WHDFK�WKHP�DOO�WKLQJV�DQG�EULQJ�WR�
WKHLU�UHPHPEUDQFH�ZKDW�&KULVW�KDG�VDLG��-Q����������WR�WHVWLI\�RI�&KULVW��-Q�������-�����DQG�WR�JXLGH�WKHP�LQWR�
$//�WUXWK��-Q�������-�����7KDW�WKH�6SLULW�GLG�WKHVH�WKLQJV�LV�HYLGHQW�IURP�RXU�EHLQJ�JLYHQ�DOO�WKLQJV�WKDW�SHUWDLQ�
WR�OLIH�DQG�JRGOLQHVV����3HW������� 
 
6HFRQG��DV� WKH�DSRVWOHV�DFWHG�XQGHU�WKH�6SLULW¶V�JXLGDQFH�� WKH\�VHUYHG�DV�DPEDVVDGRUV�RU�RIILFLDO�UHSUHVHQWD�
WLYHV�RI�WKH�/RUG�ZKR�KDG�FKRVHQ�DQG�DVVLJQHG�WKHP�WKHLU�UROHV����&RU��������FI��-Q����������������0DWW���������
FI��-Q����������7KHUHIRUH��WR�UHMHFW�WKHLU�ZRUGV�LV�WR�UHMHFW�*RG¶V�ZRUG��ZKR�KDG�JLYHQ�WKHP�WKH�6SLULW�IRU�JXLG�
DQFH����7KHVV�������DQG�ZKR�QRZ�UHODWHV�+LV�PHVVDJH�IRU�PDQ�WKURXJK�+LV�6RQ��+HE�����-����'RHV�WKLV�VRXQG�
OLNH�WKH�DSRVWOHV¶�GRFWULQH�ZDV�MXVW�WKHLU�H[SODQDWLRQ�RU�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�/RUG¶V�WHDFKLQJ�RU�GRHV�LW�VRXQG�
OLNH�LW�ZDV�WKH�/RUG¶V�WHDFKLQJ�EHLQJ�JLYHQ�WKURXJK�WKHP" 



Service Times  -  Sunday:  9:00 & 10:00 AM; 6:00 PM  -  Wednesday:  7:00 PM 
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7KLUGO\��ZK\�LV�LW�FDOOHG�WKH�DSRVWOHV¶�GRFWULQH�LI�LW�LV�WKH�WHDFKLQJ�RI�&KULVW"�7KH�DQVZHU�LV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�ZHUH�
HDUWKHQ�YHVVHOV�WR�ZKRP�WKH�/RUG�HQWUXVWHG�WKH�JRVSHO�IRU�UHYHODWLRQ�DQG�ZULWLQJ����&RU��������3DXO�ZDV�SXW�LQ�
WKH�/RUG¶V�VHUYLFH�DV�D�SUHDFKHU��DSRVWOH��DQG�WHDFKHU�RI�LW�DQG�FDOOHG�LW�³P\�JRVSHO´� ���7LP�������5RP��������
��������3DXO�FRQVLGHUHG�WKH�PHVVDJH�³P\�JRVSHO´�EHFDXVH�LW�³ZDV�FRPPLWWHG�WR�P\�WUXVW´����7LP��������7KLV�
LV�WUXH�RI�³WKH�DSRVWOHV¶�GRFWULQH´��$FWV��������,W�LVQ¶W�D�FRPPHQWDU\�E\�WKHP�RQ�&KULVW¶V�GRFWULQH��EXW�WKH�GRF�
WULQH�RI�&KULVW�DV�UHYHDOHG�WKURXJK�WKHP��7R�³FRQWLQXH�VWHGIDVWO\´�LQ�WKH�DSRVWOHV¶�GRFWULQH�LV�WR�FRQWLQXH�LQ�WKH�
GRFWULQH�RI�&KULVW� 
 
-RKQ�FRQVLGHUHG�LW�WR�EH�D�VHULRXV�RIIHQVH�IRU�RQH�WR�IDLO�WR�DELGH�LQ�WKH�GRFWULQH�RI�&KULVW��³:KRVRHYHU�JRHWK�
RQZDUG�DQG�DELGHWK�QRW�LQ�WKH�WHDFKLQJ�RI�&KULVW��KDWK�QRW�*RG��KH�WKDW�DELGHWK�LQ�WKH�WHDFKLQJ��WKH�VDPH�
KDWK�ERWK�WKH�)DWKHU�DQG�WKH�6RQ��,I�DQ\�RQH�FRPHWK�XQWR�\RX��DQG�EULQJHWK�QRW�WKLV�WHDFKLQJ��UHFHLYH�KLP�
QRW� LQWR� �\RXU�� KRXVH�� DQG� JLYH� KLP� QR� JUHHWLQJ�� IRU� KH� WKDW� JLYHWK� KLP� JUHHWLQJ� SDUWDNHWK� LQ� KLV� HYLO�
ZRUNV´� ��� -Q�� �-�����7R� WUDQVJUHVV� LV� WR� SURJUHVV� EH\RQG� WKH� ERXQGV� RI� LWV� WHDFKLQJV� DQG� LI� RQH� GRHV� LW�� KH�
GRHVQ¶W�KDYH�*RG¶V�DSSURYDO��RU�+LV�EOHVVLQJV��RU�+LV�IHOORZVKLS�LQ�ZKDW�KH�GRHV� 
 
7R�FRQWLQXH�LQ�WKH�DSRVWOHV¶�GRFWULQH��$FWV�������DQG�WR�FRQWLQXH�LQ�WKH�JRVSHO����&RU������II��DQG�WR�FRQWLQXH�
LQ�WKH�IDLWK��&RO��������DUH�RQH�DQG�WKH�VDPH��$OO�DUH�FRPPDQGHG��7KH�JRVSHO��ZKHQ�UHFHLYHG�RU�REH\HG����&RU��
����-�����7KHVV����-���� LV�*RG¶V�SRZHU�IRU�VDOYDWLRQ��5RP���������%XW� WKH�5RPDQV�ZHUH� WROG� WKDW� WKH\�ZHUH�
PDGH�IUHH�IURP�VLQ�E\�REH\LQJ�³WKH�IRUP�RI�GRFWULQH´�ZKLFK�KDG�EHHQ�GHOLYHUHG�XQWR�WKHP��5RP���������/XNH�
ZURWH�RI�WKH�SULHVWV�ZKR�EHFDPH�³REHGLHQW�WR�WKH�IDLWK´��$FWV�������3DXO�ZDUQHG�WKH�*DODWLDQV�WKDW�VRPH�ZHUH�
SHUYHUWLQJ�WKH�³JRVSHO´��*DO�����-����<HW��KH�OHIW�7LPRWK\�DW�(SKHVXV�WR�³FKDUJH�VRPH�WKDW�WKH\�WHDFK�QR�RWKHU�
GRFWULQH´� ���7LP�� ������ -XGH� H[KRUWHG� EUHWKUHQ� WR�³FRQWHQG� HDUQHVWO\� IRU� WKH� IDLWK´� GHOLYHUHG� WR� WKH� VDLQWV�
�-XGH�����$UH�WKHVH�ZDUQLQJ�DERXW�FKDQJHV�PDGH�LQ�UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ�RU�WKUHH�GLIIHUHQW�WKLQJV"�7LWXV�
ZDV�WR�WHDFK�VHUYDQWV�WR�³DGRUQ�WKH�GRFWULQH�RI�*RG�LQ�DOO�WKLQJV´��7LWXV����-�����3DXO�WDXJKW�WKH�3KLOLSSLDQV�
WR�OHW�WKHLU�PDQQHU�RI�OLIH�³EH�ZRUWK\�RI�WKH�JRVSHO�RI�&KULVW´��3KLO���������WKDW�ZKHWKHU�SUHVHQW�RU�DEVHQW��KH�
PLJKW�KHDU�WKDW�WKH\�VWRRG�IDVW�³VWULYLQJ�WRJHWKHU�IRU�WKH�IDLWK�RI�WKH�JRVSHO´��.-9���$�TXDOLILFDWLRQ�D�GHDFRQ�
PXVW�KDYH�LV�DGKHUHQFH�WR�WKH�³P\VWHU\�RI�WKH�IDLWK´����7LP��������$UH�DGKHULQJ�RU�VWULYLQJ�IRU�WKH�IDLWK��OLYLQJ�
EHFRPLQJ�RI� WKH�JRVSHO��DQG�DGRUQLQJ�WKH�GRFWULQH�RI�*RG�GRLQJ�WKUHH�GLIIHUHQW� WKLQJV��RU�DUH�WKH\�GRLQJ�WKH�
VDPH� WKLQJ"�3DXO� DVVXUHG� WKH�*DODWLDQV� WKDW� WKH�JRVSHO� WKDW� KH� SUHDFKHG�ZDV� QRW� IURP�PHQ� �*DO�� ������� EXW�
EUHWKUHQ�LQ�-XGHD�KDG�KHDUG�WKDW�KH�ZDV�³SUHDFKLQJ� WKH� IDLWK´�ZKLFK�RQFH�KH�GHVWUR\HG��*DO���������2Q�&\�
SUXV��D�5RPDQ�GHSXW\�PDQLIHVWHG�LQWHUHVW�LQ�KHDULQJ�³WKH�ZRUG�RI�*RG´��$FWV��������EXW�D�-HZLVK�VRUFHUHU�WULHG�
WR�WXUQ�KLP�³IURP� WKH� IDLWK´� �$FWV��������FDXVLQJ�3DXO� WR�UHSULPDQG�KLP�DQG�PLUDFXORXVO\�VWULNH�KLP�EOLQG��
ZKLFK�LQ�WXUQ�FDXVHG�WKH�GHSXW\�WR�EH�³DVWRQLVKHG�DW�WKH�GRFWULQH�RI�WKH�/RUG´��$FWV�����-�����7KHVH�GHQRWH��
QRW�WKUHH�V\VWHPV�RI�WHDFKLQJ��EXW�WKH�RQH�LQVSLUHG�UHYHODWLRQ�RI�RXU�/RUG� 
 
/HW�XV�EH�FRQWHQW�WR�³FRQWLQXH�VWHGIDVWO\�LQ�WKH�DSRVWOHV¶�GRFWULQH�´�,QGHHG��LW�LV�WKH�GRFWULQH�RI�&KULVW��/HW�XV�
QHYHU�JR�EH\RQG�LW����-Q������/HW�XV�QHYHU�DWWHPSW�WR�MXVWLI\�WKH�GHHGV�RI�WKH�IDOVH�WHDFKHU��EXW�FRQWHQG�WKDW�LI�
WKH\�FRQWLQXH�LQ�HUURU��WKH\�VKDOO�EH�HWHUQDOO\�ORVW��0DWW�����������7KHVV�����-����–�)LIWK�6WUHHW�(DVW�FKXUFK�RI�
&KULVW�%XOOHWLQ��-XO\��������� 

³��6R�WKH\��EHLQJ�VHQW�IRUWK�E\�WKH�+RO\�*KRVW��GHSDUWHG�XQWR�6HOHXFLD��DQG�IURP�WKHQFH�WKH\�VDLOHG�WR�&\�
SUXV����$QG�ZKHQ�WKH\�ZHUH�DW�6DODPLV�� WKH\�SUHDFKHG�WKH�ZRUG�RI�*RG�LQ�WKH�V\QDJRJXHV�RI� WKH�-HZV��
DQG�WKH\�KDG�DOVR�-RKQ�WR�WKHLU�PLQLVWHU����$QG�ZKHQ�WKH\�KDG�JRQH�WKURXJK�WKH�LVOH�XQWR�3DSKRV��WKH\�
IRXQG�D�FHUWDLQ�VRUFHUHU��D�IDOVH�SURSKHW��D�-HZ��ZKRVH�QDPH�ZDV�%DUMHVXV����:KLFK�ZDV�ZLWK�WKH�GHSXW\�
RI� WKH�FRXQWU\��6HUJLXV�3DXOXV��D�SUXGHQW�PDQ��ZKR�FDOOHG�IRU�%DUQDEDV�DQG�6DXO��DQG�GHVLUHG�WR�KHDU�
WKH�ZRUG�RI�*RG����%XW�(O\PDV�WKH�VRUFHUHU��IRU�VR�LV�KLV�QDPH�E\�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ��ZLWKVWRRG�WKHP��VHHNLQJ�
WR�WXUQ�DZD\�WKH�GHSXW\�IURP�WKH�IDLWK����7KHQ�6DXO���ZKR�DOVR�LV�FDOOHG�3DXO���ILOOHG�ZLWK�WKH�+RO\�*KRVW��
VHW�KLV�H\HV�RQ�KLP�����$QG�VDLG��2�IXOO�RI�DOO�VXEWLOW\�DQG�DOO�PLVFKLHI��WKRX�FKLOG�RI�WKH�GHYLO��WKRX�HQHP\�
RI�DOO�ULJKWHRXVQHVV��ZLOW�WKRX�QRW�FHDVH�WR�SHUYHUW�WKH�ULJKW�ZD\V�RI�WKH�/RUG"����$QG�QRZ��EHKROG��WKH�
KDQG�RI�WKH�/RUG�LV�XSRQ�WKHH��DQG�WKRX�VKDOW�EH�EOLQG��QRW�VHHLQJ�WKH�VXQ�IRU�D�VHDVRQ��$QG�LPPHGLDWHO\�
WKHUH� IHOO�RQ�KLP�D�PLVW�DQG�D�GDUNQHVV��DQG�KH�ZHQW�DERXW� VHHNLQJ�VRPH� WR� OHDG�KLP�E\� WKH�KDQG�����
7KHQ� WKH� GHSXW\�� ZKHQ� KH� VDZ� ZKDW� ZDV� GRQH�� EHOLHYHG�� EHLQJ� DVWRQLVKHG� DW� WKH� GRFWULQH� RI� WKH�
/RUG´��$FWV�����-���� 


