
“Think On These Things” 
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Philippians 4:8 

$�6DG�2FFDVLRQ 
%\�0LFN\�*DOORZD\ 

 
,Q�.HQWXFN\��ZKHUH�,�ZDV�UHDUHG�LQ�D�VPDOO�WRZQ��IXQHUDOV�DUH�D�VREHULQJ�DQG�VRPEHU�WLPH�RI�UHIOHFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�UHDOLW\�
RI�GHDWK�DQG�D�OLIH� WKDW�KDV�SDVVHG��,W� LV�D� WLPH�ZKHQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�SDXVHV�WR�KRQRU�WKH�IDOOHQ�DQG�WKH�IDPLO\�WKDW�
JULHYHV��$V�WKH�IXQHUDO�SURFHVVLRQ�VORZO\�SDVVHV�GRZQ�WKH�VWUHHW�WRZDUG�WKH�FHPHWHU\��ZLWK�KHDGOLJKWV�RQ��GULYHUV�UH�
VSHFWIXOO\�SXOO�WKHLU�FDUV�RYHU�WR�WKH�VLGH�RI�WKH�URDG�DQG�VWRS�XQWLO�WKH�SURFHVVLRQ�SDVVHV� 
 
$V�,�UHIOHFW�XSRQ�WKH�PDQ\�IXQHUDOV�,�KDYH�DVVLVWHG�ZLWK�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV�DQG�RWKHUV�,�KDYH�DWWHQGHG��WKHUH�LV�D�SDVVDJH�,�
GR�QRW�UHFDOO�HYHU�EHLQJ�UHDG�DW�D�IXQHUDO��³$QG�VR�,�VDZ�WKH�ZLFNHG�EXULHG��ZKR�KDG�FRPH�DQG�JRQH�IURP�WKH�SODFH�
RI�WKH�KRO\��DQG�WKH\�ZHUH�IRUJRWWHQ�LQ�WKH�FLW\�ZKHUH�WKH\�KDG�VR�GRQH��WKLV�LV�DOVR�YDQLW\´��(FFO��������.-9���7KH�
ZLVGRP�ZULWHU�VSHDNV�RI�WKH�GHDWK�RI�WKH�ZLFNHG� 
 
7KH�³*ULP�5HDSHU�´�GHDWK�� LV� LQGHHG�EXV\��)XQHUDO�KRPHV�DUH�QRW� LQ�ZDQW� IRU�EXVLQHVV�� ,W� LV�QRW�D�SOHDVDQW� WDVN� WR�
SUHDFK�D�IXQHUDO�IRU�PDQ\�UHDVRQV��\HW�VRPH�IXQHUDOV�DUH�ZRUVH�WKDQ�RWKHUV� 
 
:LWKRXW�GRXEW�WKH�EHVW�VLWXDWLRQ�LV�WKDW�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�SHUVRQ�ZKR�KDV�SDVVHG�DZD\�KDV�EHHQ�D�VROLG�DQG�IDLWKIXO�FKLOG�
RI�*RG�� 7KLV� SURYLGHV� KRSH� IRU� WKH� GHFHDVHG� DQG� FRPIRUW� IRU� WKRVH�ZKR� ORYHG� KLP� DQG�PRXUQ� KLV� SDVVLQJ� �FI�� ��
7KHVV������II���'HDWK�LV�D�KDSS\�RFFDVLRQ�IRU�RQH�ZKR�LV�D�&KULVWLDQ��7KH�6FULSWXUHV�WHDFK��³3UHFLRXV�LQ�WKH�VLJKW�RI�
-HKRYDK�LV�WKH�GHDWK�RI�KLV�VDLQWV´��3VD�����������³$��JRRG��QDPH�LV�EHWWHU�WKDQ�SUHFLRXV�RLO��DQG�WKH�GD\�RI�GHDWK��
WKDQ�WKH�GD\�RI�RQH¶V�ELUWK´��(FFO��������-RKQ�ZURWH��³%OHVVHG�DUH�WKH�GHDG�ZKR�GLH�LQ�WKH�/RUG´��5HY��������� 
 
,W�LV�DOZD\V�KDUG�WR�SUHDFK�D�IXQHUDO�IRU�RQH�ZKR�KDV�QHYHU�EHFRPH�D�&KULVWLDQ��:KDW�FDQ�EH�VDLG"�<HDUV�DJR�ZKHQ�,�
OLYHG�LQ�$UNDQVDV�DQ�ROGHU�ODG\�ZKR�KDG�UHFHQWO\�REH\HG�WKH�JRVSHO�ORVW�KHU�VRQ�LQ�DQ�DXWRPRELOH�DFFLGHQW��6KH�KDG�
VWXGLHG�IRU�D�ORQJ�WLPH�DQG�NQHZ�WKH�WUXWK�ZHOO��6KH�VDLG�WR�PH��³0LFN\��KH¶V�JRQH�DQG�KH�ZDVQ¶W�D�&KULVWLDQ�´�0\�
KHDUW�DFKHG�IRU�KHU�DQG�KHU�IDPLO\�EHFDXVH�WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�WUXH�ZRUGV�RI�FRPIRUW��QR�PDJLF�ZRUGV�WR�EH�RIIHUHG�WR�HDVH�
WKH�EXUGHQ�RI�KHU�ORVV��3DXO�VSRNH�RI�WKH�FRQGLWLRQ�RI�WKH�*HQWLOHV�EHIRUH�WKHLU�REHGLHQFH�WR�WKH�JRVSHO��³WKDW�\H�ZHUH�
DW�WKDW�WLPH�VHSDUDWH�IURP�&KULVW��DOLHQDWHG�IURP�WKH�FRPPRQZHDOWK�RI�,VUDHO��DQG�VWUDQJHUV�IURP�WKH�FRYHQDQWV�RI�
WKH�SURPLVH��KDYLQJ�QR�KRSH�DQG�ZLWKRXW�*RG� LQ� WKH�ZRUOG´� �(SK���������7R�FRPIRUW�WKRVH�LQ�7KHVVDORQLFD��3DXO�
ZURWH��³%XW�ZH�ZRXOG�QRW�KDYH�\RX�LJQRUDQW��EUHWKUHQ��FRQFHUQLQJ�WKHP�WKDW�IDOO�DVOHHS��WKDW�\H�VRUURZ�QRW��HYHQ�
DV� WKH� UHVW�� ZKR� KDYH� QR� KRSH´� ���7KHVV�� ������� ,W� LV� D� VDG�RFFDVLRQ� WR�SUHDFK� WKH� IXQHUDO� RI� RQH�ZKR�KDV�QHYHU�
REH\HG� WKH�JRVSHO��RQH�ZKR�KDV�QHYHU�HQMR\HG� WKH�EOHVVLQJV� WKDW�DUH�RIIHUHG� ³LQ�&KULVW´� �(SK��������RQH�ZKR�GLHV�
ZLWK�QR�KRSH� 
 
+RZHYHU��WKH�ZRUVW��WKH�PRVW�GLIILFXOW��WKH�PRVW�IXWLOH��DQG�GHVSDLULQJ�FLUFXPVWDQFH�RI�DOO�LV�WR�WU\�WR�SUHDFK�WKH�IXQHU�
DO�RI�RQH�ZKR�LV�DQ�HUULQJ�FKLOG�RI�*RG��RQH�ZKR�KDV�NQRZQ�DQG�REH\HG�WKH�WUXWK�DQG�WKHQ�KDV�PDGH�VKLSZUHFN�RI�WKH�
IDLWK��3DXO�FKDUJHG�7LPRWK\�WR�³ZDU�WKH�JRRG�ZDUIDUH��KROGLQJ�IDLWK�DQG�D�JRRG�FRQVFLHQFH��ZKLFK�VRPH�KDYLQJ�
WKUXVW�IURP�WKHP�PDGH�VKLSZUHFN�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�IDLWK��RI�ZKRP�LV�+\PHQDHXV�DQG�$OH[DQGHU��ZKRP�,�GHOLYHUHG�
XQWR�6DWDQ��WKDW�WKH\�PLJKW�EH�WDXJKW�QRW�WR�EODVSKHPH´����7LP������-�����7KH�+HEUHZ�ZULWHU�VSRNH�RI�VXFK�LQ�+H�
EUHZV����-���³)RU�DV� WRXFKLQJ� WKRVH�ZKR�ZHUH�RQFH�HQOLJKWHQHG�DQG� WDVWHG�RI� WKH�KHDYHQO\�JLIW��DQG�ZHUH�PDGH�
SDUWDNHUV�RI�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��DQG�WDVWHG�WKH�JRRG�ZRUG�RI�*RG��DQG�WKH�SRZHUV�RI�WKH�DJH�WR�FRPH��DQG��WKHQ��IHOO�
DZD\�� LW� LV� LPSRVVLEOH� WR� UHQHZ� WKHP� DJDLQ� XQWR� UHSHQWDQFH�� VHHLQJ� WKH\� FUXFLI\� WR� WKHPVHOYHV� WKH� 6RQ� RI�*RG�
DIUHVK��DQG�SXW�KLP�WR�DQ�RSHQ�VKDPH�´�,W�LV�D�VDG�RFFDVLRQ�LQGHHG��ZKHQ�RQH�ZKR�KDV�NQRZQ�WKH�ZD\�RI�WUXWK��RQH�
ZKR�KDV�H[SHULHQFHG�WKH�EOHVVLQJV�³LQ�&KULVW�´�RQH�ZKR�KDV�HQMR\HG�WKH�KRSH�RI�HWHUQDO�OLIH��WXUQV�IURP�LW�DQG�WKHQ�
SDVVHV�IURP�WKLV�OLIH�LQWR�HWHUQLW\�XQSUHSDUHG� 
 
:H�NQRZ�WKDW�WKRVH�ZKR�GLH�DSDUW�IURP�WKH�/RUG�DUH�FXUVHG��³7KHQ�VKDOO�KH�VD\�DOVR�XQWR� WKHP�RQ� WKH� OHIW�KDQG��
'HSDUW�IURP�PH��\H�FXUVHG��LQWR�WKH�HWHUQDO�ILUH�ZKLFK�LV�SUHSDUHG�IRU�WKH�GHYLO�DQG�KLV�DQJHOV´��0DWW��������� 
 
,Q�RXU�WH[W��WKH�ZULWHU�FRQWHPSODWHV�WKH�EXULDO�RI�WKH�ZLFNHG��³$QG�VR�,�VDZ�WKH�ZLFNHG�EXULHG��ZKR�KDG�FRPH�DQG�



Service Times  -  Sunday:  9:00 & 10:00 AM; 6:00 PM  -  Wednesday:  7:00 PM 
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JRQH�IURP�WKH�SODFH�RI�WKH�KRO\��DQG�WKH\�ZHUH�IRUJRWWHQ�LQ�WKH�FLW\«´��(FFO��������.-9���7KHUH�LV�D�VROHPQ�ZDUQLQJ�
LQ�WKLV�YHUVH��IRU�KH�VD\V�WKDW�WKLV�ZLFNHG�RQH�ZKR�ZDV�EXULHG�³KDG�FRPH�DQG�JRQH�IURP�WKH�SODFH�RI�WKH�KRO\�´�+H�
KDG�EHHQ�VHHQ�FRPLQJ�DQG�JRLQJ�IURP�WKH�WHPSOH��WKH�KRXVH�RI�SUD\HU��LQ�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�DV�WKH�MXVW�DQG�KRO\��$GDP�
&ODUNH�VXJJHVWV�WKHVH�ZHUH��³«�HLWKHU�DV�NLQJV�RU�SULHVWV� WR�*RG��DQG��QRW�KDYLQJ�IXOILOOHG�WKH�KRO\�RIILFH�LQ�D�KRO\�
ZD\��KDYH�EHHQ�FDUULHG�WR�WKHLU�JUDYHV�ZLWKRXW�ODPHQWDWLRQ��DQG�OLH�DPRQJ�WKH�GHDG�ZLWKRXW�UHPHPEUDQFH´��$GDP�
&ODUNH¶V�&RPPHQWDU\��(OHFWURQLF�'DWDEDVH��&RS\ULJKW��������E\�%LEOHVRIW�� 
 
7KLV�RQH�FDPH�DQG�ZHQW��DQG�ZHQW�MXVW�DV�KH�FDPH��+H�ZDV�QRW�DQ\�EHWWHU��IRU�KH�ZDV�EXULHG�DV�D�ZLFNHG�SHUVRQ��+RZ�
VDG� LW� LV� IRU�RQH� WR�FRPH�DQG�JR��KDYLQJ�JRQH� WKURXJK� WKH�PRWLRQV�RI�FRPPXQLQJ�ZLWK� WKH�/RUG�� VLQJLQJ�VRQJV�RI�
SUDLVH�WR�*RG�DQG�SUD\LQJ��7KHVH�FRPH�DQG�JR�WR�WKH�SODFH�ZKHUH�VDLQWV�PHHW�ZRUVKLSLQJ�*RG��EXW�WKLQNLQJ�WKDW�WKHLU�
IDLWKIXOQHVV�LV�HYLGHQFHG�E\�FRPLQJ�DQG�JRLQJ��DV�LI�WR�VD\�WKDW�LV�DOO�WKDW�LV�QHHGHG�RU�UHTXLUHG� 
 
7KLQN�DERXW�LW�EUHWKUHQ��8QOHVV�RXU�³FRPLQJ´�LV�JHQXLQHO\�PRWLYDWHG�RXW�RI�ORYH�DQG�IHDU�IRU�*RG��RXU�³JRLQJ´�ZLOO�
WDNH�XV�RXW�RI�WKLV�OLIH�WR�VKDUH�HWHUQLW\�LQ�WKH�FRPSDQ\�RI�WKH�ZLFNHG��–�)LIWK�6WUHHW�(DVW�FKXUFK�RI�&KULVW�%XOOHWLQ��
$SULO���������� 
 
 
 

��9LHZV�RI�%DSWLVP��:KDW�9LHZ�'R�<RX�+ROG" 
%\�6WHYH�-��:DOODFH 

 
-HVXV�VWDWHG�QHDUO\������\HDUV�DJR��³+H�ZKR�EHOLHYHV�DQG�LV�EDSWL]HG�ZLOO�EH�VDYHG��EXW�KH�ZKR�GRHV�QRW�EHOLHYH�ZLOO�
EH�FRQGHPQHG´��0N����������7R�WKH�VLPSOH��XQELDVHG�DQG�XQSUHMXGLFHG�PLQG��-HVXV¶�VWDWHPHQW�LV�YHU\�FOHDU�DQG�HDV\�
WR�XQGHUVWDQG��,W�LV�DV�HDV\�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�D�GRFWRU¶V�VWDWHPHQW��³+H�ZKR�HDWV�KLV�IRRG�DQG�GLJHVWV�LW�ZLOO�OLYH��EXW�KH�
ZKR�GRHV�QRW�HDW�ZLOO�GLH�´�$OO�RI�XV�ZRXOG�HDVLO\�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�XQOHVV�ZH�HDW�DQG�GLJHVW��ZH�ZLOO�GLH��+RZHYHU��IRU�
WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�DOOLHG� WKHPVHOYHV�ZLWK�KXPDQ�FUHHGV�DQG�KDYH�EHHQ�GHSUDYHG�ZLWK�ZRUOGO\�ZLVGRP�� -HVXV¶� VLPSOH�
VWDWHPHQW�EHFRPHV�FRQIXVLQJ�DQG�FRQWUDGLFWLQJ��$OWKRXJK�WKH�%LEOH�$/:$<6�SODFHV�ZDWHU�EDSWLVP��LQ�-HVXV¶�QDPH��
EHIRUH�VDOYDWLRQ��PHQ�KDYH�VRXJKW�ZD\V�WR�XQGHUPLQH�+LV�DXWKRULW\�DQG�FRQIXVH�WKH�VLPSOLFLW\�RI�RXU�/RUG¶V�WHDFKLQJ� 
� 
$7+(,67¶6�9,(:��)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�$WKHLVW�ZRXOG�VD\��³+H�ZKR�EHOLHYHV�DQG�LV�EDSWL]HG�ZLOO�127�EH�VDYHG�´�+H�
KDV�UHMHFWHG�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�*RG�DQG�WKH�DXWKRULW\�RI�WKH�%LEOH��8QEHOLHYHUV�EHOLHYH�WKHUH�LV�QR�*RG��\HW�RQH�ZRXOG�
KDYH�WR�EH�³*RG´�KLPVHOI�WR�SURYH�VXFK�D�SRVLWLRQ��)RU�RQH�WR�NQRZ�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�QR�*RG��KH�ZRXOG�KDYH�KDG�WR�KDYH�
EHHQ�HYHU\ZKHUH��VHHQ�HYHU\WKLQJ�DW�RQFH�DQG�NQRZ�DOO�WKLQJV��<HW�-HVXV�KDG�KLP�LQ�PLQG�ZKHQ�KH�VDLG��³���KH�ZKR�
EHOLHYHV�QRW�VKDOO�EH�FRQGHPQHG�´�DQG�DJDLQ��³���KH�ZKR�GRHV�QRW�EHOLHYH� LV�FRQGHPQHG�DOUHDG\´� �-Q���������7UXO\�
³WKH�IRRO�KDV�VDLG�LQ�KLV�KHDUW�µ7KHUH�LV�QR�*RG¶´��3VD�������� 
 
81,9(56$/,67¶6�9,(:��7KH�8QLYHUVDOLVW�DSSURDFKHV�WKH�VFULSWXUH�ZLWK�WKH�ELDV�WKDW�*RG�LV�D�*RG�RI�RQO\�ORYH�
DQG�WKHUHIRUH�+H�FDQ�QHYHU�FRQGHPQ�DQ\RQH��7KH\�VD\��³+H�ZKR�EHOLHYHV�127�DQG�LV�127�EDSWL]HG� 
VKDOO�EH�VDYHG�´��:KLOH�VXFK�D�IDLWK�DFFHSWV�WKH�DFWXDOLW\�RI�*RG��LW�UHMHFWV�+LV�ZRUG�DQG�OHDYHV��QRQHWKHOHVV��D�FRUUXSW�
DQG�PLVJXLGHG�SLFWXUH�RI�'HLW\��:DUQLQJ�� � ³+H�ZKR� UHMHFWV�0H�� DQG� GRHV�QRW� UHFHLYH�0\�ZRUGV�� KDV� WKDW�ZKLFK�
MXGJHV�KLP—WKH�ZRUG�WKDW�,�KDYH�VSRNHQ�ZLOO�MXGJH�KLP�LQ�WKH�ODVW�GD\´��-Q���������� 
 
&$7+2/,&¶6� 9,(:�� 7KH�&DWKROLF� FRPHV� DORQJ� DQG� WHDFKHV�� ³+H�ZKR� EHOLHYHV�127� DQG� LV� EDSWL]HG� VKDOO� EH�
VDYHG�´��,�VD\�WKLV�DV�D�IRUPHU�&DWKROLF�ZKR�ZDV�VSULQNOHG�DV�D�EDE\��&DWKROLFV�EDSWL]H�EDELHV�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�HUURQH�
RXV�YLHZ�RI�LQKHULWHG�VLQ��(]HN����������KRZHYHU��%LEOH�EDSWLVP�ZDV�1(9(5�DGPLQLVWHUHG�WR�EDELHV��-HVXV�WDXJKW�WKDW�
EDELHV�DUH�VDIH��/N�������-�����1RWZLWKVWDQGLQJ��VXEMHFWV�RI�%LEOH�EDSWLVP�PXVW�KDYH�ILUVW�EHOLHYHG��VHH�DJDLQ�0DUN�
��������\HW�IDLWK�FRPHV�E\�KHDULQJ�WKH�ZRUG�RI�WKH�/RUG��5RP����������+RZ�FDQ�D�EDE\�EHOLHYH�ZKHQ�WKH\�FDQQRW�XQ�
GHUVWDQG�WKH�ZRUG�RI�WKH�/RUG"�&DQ�WKH\�DOVR�FRQIHVV�ZLWK�WKHLU�PRXWK�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV��0DWW���������5RP������������
$FWV������"�)DOVH�GRFWULQH�PDNHV�XV�EHOLHYH�XQEHOLHYDEOH�WKLQJV�� 
 
3527(67$17¶6�9,(:��7KHQ�WKH�%DSWLVW�FRPHV�DQG�VD\V��³+H�ZKR�EHOLHYHV�DQG�LV�127�EDSWL]HG�VKDOO�EH�VDYHG�´�
<HW� LV� WKLV�ZKDW� -HVXV� VDLG"� ,V� LW�'HLW\¶V�YLHZ"�1R�DPRXQW�RI�KXPDQ�PDQLSXODWLRQ�ZLOO� FKDQJH� WKH�HWHUQDO� WUXWK�RI�
0DUN��������%HZDUH�DOO�RI�WKHVH�³1276´�DUH�IRUPXODWHG�E\�PHQ�LQ�WKH�GHYLO¶V�³WDOH´�WR�FKHDW�\RXU�VRXO�� 
 
-(686¶� 9,(:�� +H� ZKR� EHOLHYHV� DQG� LV� EDSWL]HG� ZLOO� EH� VDYHG�� EXW� KH� ZKR� GRHV� QRW� EHOLHYH� ZLOO� EH� FRQ�
GHPQHG´��0N����������–��&ROOHJHYXH�FKXUFK�RI�&KULVW�%XOOHWLQ��0DUFK���������� 
 

            


