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“THINK ON THESE THINGS”

Philippians 4:8

Woman: God’s Gift to Man
By Bobby Witherington

Anyone who reads the Bible should be impressed with the sanctity of the home and the God-intended perma-
nency of the marriage union. However, anyone who reads the daily newspaper is bound to be impressed with
the fact that the home in our society is in deep trouble and that many marriages are proving to be anything but
permanent. Surely some serious studies on this issue are in order.

In a previous article, I discussed the husband. In this article, I shall consider the wife. According to Genesis
2:18 God said, “It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a helper comparable to him.”
Hence, from this verse we learn it was the Creator who decided that man needed a wife. This was not some-
thing that man initially decided for himself. Concerning the wife, there are some seven points we shall make in
this article.

1. According to Genesis 2:21, 22 the wife was created from the rib of man or more specifically, the first wom-
an (Eve) was created from a rib taken from the first man (Adam). It has been observed that she was not created
from his head lest she rule over him, nor from his feet lest he trample upon her, but from his side that she
might be near and dear to him.

2. According to Genesis 2:23 the wife whom God created for Adam was “called woman, because she was
taken out of man.” Originally, as we learn from 1 Corinthians 11:8, “the man is not of the woman; but the
woman of the man.”

3. In the husband-wife relationship the woman is given a subordinate role. In Genesis 3:16 God said to the
woman, “Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.” According to 1 Timothy 2:12-
14 there are two reasons why the wife is to be in subjection to the husband: (1) Because of the order of crea-
tion; “Adam was first formed, then Eve,” and (2) because of the fall, for the Scripture says, “Adam was not
deceived, but the woman being deceived fell into transgression.”

4. Because of the fall, woman experiences pain when bearing children, for to the woman God said, “I will
greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception; in pain you shall bring forth children” (Gen. 3:16).

5. Woman is the proper supplement to man, for in Genesis 2:18 she was called his “helper comparable to
him.” God did not create an animal to be man’s helper; hence, the Bible condemns bestiality. Nor did God cre-
ate another man to be man’s helper; hence the Bible condemns homosexuality.

6. Woman was designed to be a good thing, for in Proverbs 18:22 the wise man said, “He who finds a wife
finds a good thing, and obtains favor from the Lord.” Surely, in view of the fact that it is not “good that the
man should be alone,” then man without woman is incomplete; hence, as Solomon said, “he who finds a wife
finds a good thing.”

7. The wife, whose character and conduct is according to God’s will, has tremendous influence for good. It
was a Sarah who gave birth to Isaac, and Hannah who gave birth to Samuel, and Mary who gave birth to Jesus.
Who could doubt that these ladies, each with a meek and quiet spirit, through their offspring, greatly influ-
enced the world for good? What we need today is not more secular career women, but more women who make
it their career to be good wives and mothers. — Guardian of Truth, November 7, 1991. ®

“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it” (Ephesians 5:25).




God Won’t Ask
Author Unknown

God won’t ask what kind of car you drove, but...
He might ask how many people you drove who didn’t have transportation.

God won’t ask the square footage of your house, but...
He might ask how many people you welcomed into your home.

God won’t ask about the clothes you had in your closet, but...
He might ask how many others you clothed.

God won’t ask about your social class, but...
He might ask what kind of class you displayed.

God won’t ask how many material possessions you had, but...
He might ask if they dictated your life.

God won’t ask what your highest salary was, but...
He might ask if you compromised your principles to obtain it.

God won’t ask how much money you spent on yourself, but...
He might ask how much you gave back to Him.

God won’t ask how much overtime you worked, but...
He might ask if your overtime was for yourself or for your family.

God won’t ask how many promotions you received, but...
He might ask how you promoted others.

God won’t ask what your job title was, but...
He might ask if you performed your job to the best of your ability.

God won’t ask what you did to help yourself, but...
He might ask what you did to help others.

God won’t ask how many friends you had, but...
He might ask how many people to whom you were a friend.

God won’t ask what you did to protect your rights, but...
He might ask what you did to protect the rights of others.

God won’t ask in what neighborhood you lived, but...
He might ask how you treated your neighbors.

God won’t ask about the color of your skin, but...
He might ask about the content of your character.

God won’t ask how many times your deeds matched your words, but...
He might ask how many times they didn’t.

God won’t ask if His Son loved you, but...
He might ask if you loved His Son.

Do you? m
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